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500/Free to Deployed Areas 



Pfc. Kira Kozik was the first woman 
to check into Camp Pendleton’s School 
of Infantry in California on Tuesday. 

This marks the first male-female 
integrated Marine Combat Training 
company on the West Coast. 


Another first for 
female Marines 

Women join West Coast combat course at Camp Pendleton 


By Carl Prine 

The San Diego Union-Tribune 


^ The firstwave of femaleStudents landed Tuesday at Camp Pendleton’s Marine 
■^mbatT^ni ng course, an influx expectorf^to grow to 1,700 annually. 

The recen^raduates of Marine Corps RecrtyfrDepot Parris Island, S.C., will 
be the first enlisted female students to learn basic battMield skills at what’s 
called “MCT-West,” part of Camp Pendtton’s School of I^antry. The group is 
expected to grow to 40 women in the neJf few days. 

In the past, they went to Camp Lejeune in North Carohn^but the new Marine 
Corps policy will send all female boot camp grads recruital from states west of 
the Mississippi River to Camp Pendleton.| 


SEE FEMALE ON PAGE 7 


Lawmaker: Closure of military immigration centers ‘shameful’ 


By Claudia Grisales 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Lawmakers on Tues¬ 
day slammed reports that offices for the 
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services 
have been closed on several large military 
bases in recent weeks. 

The offices are a lifeline for immigrant 
military recruits and active members 
seeking citizenship, and help expedite the 


protracted process. 

On Monday, BuzzFeed News reported 
that the offices at U.S. Army basic training 
locations in Fort Benning, Ga.; Fort Jack- 
son, S.C.; and Fort Sill, Okla.; were closed 
Jan. 26. 

“Our military is stronger because of the 
diversity of those who serve in it,” Sen. 
Tammy Duckworth, D-IU., a combat pilot 
who lost both legs in the Iraq War, said 


Tuesday. “No matter where you were born 
and what background you come from, if you 
are able and willing to wear the uniform of 
this great nation, you should have the op¬ 
portunity to become an American citizen.” 

The comments come in the wake of heat¬ 
ed and controversial rhetoric over border 
security and the role of immigrants under 
President Donald Trump. He has railed 
against certain immigrants’ access to the 


U.S., saying some have fueled terrorism, 
hurt the national job market and created 
other concerns. 

“This is indefensible,” Sen. Mark War¬ 
ner, D-Va., tweeted Tuesday of the clo¬ 
sures. “These military recruits are willing 
to put their lives on the line for our country 
and fill key positions in our Armed Forces. 
We need to honor their service.” 

SEE CLOSURE ON PAGE 7 
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EUROPE _ 

US, allies take part in Army's premier artillery drill 


Exercise is largest in Europe since Cold War 


By Martin E gnash 

Stars and Stripes 

GRAFENWOEHR, Germany 
— It has sounded like a nonstop 
thunderstorm at this base for the 
past two weeks, during which the 
Army has conducted the largest 
artillery exercise in Europe since 
the Cold War. 

More than 3,700 soldiers from 
26 nations are participating in Dy¬ 
namic Front 18—the Army’s pre¬ 
mier multinational artillery drill 
on the Continent — almost three 
times as many participants as last 
year. The exercise, which began 
Feb. 23, wraps up Saturday. 

“I think everybody realizes the 
importance of readiness, and this 
is a great readiness-building ex¬ 
ercise,” said M^j. Gen. Timothy 
McGuire, the deputy command¬ 
ing general of U.S. Army Europe. 
“Also, units are realizing how 
much we can do on this training 
area and the kind of quality ex¬ 
perience you get when you work 
together here.” 

The focus of the exercise is to 
improve communication between 
artillery from the different na¬ 
tions — and to identify how to best 
use their assets. 

During the training, the sol¬ 
diers had to answer, “how can we 
make sure we have responsive 
fires, to maintain strong deter¬ 
rent capabilities here in Europe,” 
McGuire said. 

One answer has been to encour¬ 
age NATO allies to incorporate 
Artillery Systems Cooperation 
Activities, a computer program 
used by several allies to commu¬ 
nicate in real time, linking their 


field artillery and command and 
control systems. 

This year nine nations are using 
the ASCA system, four more than 
last year. It’s increasing use has 
made for better synchronization 
of the various artillery pieces, 
said McGuire. 

“Up until the late ’90s, soldiers 
would call for artillery fire with 
radios, and it might take 10 to 15 
minutes to get support. Now we 
do it digitally, and this saves a lot 
of time,” said Brig. Gen. Antonio 
Aguto, commanding general of the 
7th Army Training Command. 

Using modern methods such as 
the ASCA system, observers from 
one ally call for fire from another 
ally’s guns, with much faster re¬ 
sponse times, Aguto said. 

“This is a huge asset to our sol¬ 
diers,” he said. 

NATO allies and partner na¬ 
tions brought a host of big guns to 
fire during the training. In total, 
there are seven rocket launching 
systems, and 94 artillery pieces, 
including eight German Panzer- 
haubitze 2000 armored howitzers, 
14 British LI 18 light guns, and 18 
U.S. M777 155 mm howitzers. 

Communicating among the 
various platforms has been a chal¬ 
lenge, but so far the troops have 
had a very successful drill, said 
British Bombardier Marcus Box. 

“It’s like cars,” Box said. “We 
all use different makes and mod¬ 
els, but we all have cars, and we 
can generally figure out what car 
does what better. And for us, how 
do we use each of them to take ad¬ 
vantage of that.” 

egnash.martin@stripes.com 
Twitter: @i\/larty_Stripes 




Above: British 
soldiers perform 
maintenance 
on an LI 18 
Light Gun 
during Exercise 
Dynamic 
Front 18 at 
Grafenwoehr, 
Germany on 
Wednesday. 

Left: British 
Bombardier 
Marcus Box 
out at the field 
during the drill. 
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Martin Egnash/ 
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PACIFIC _ 

US, S. Korea expected to 
hold war games in April 

Training drills could overlap with inter-Korean summit 



By Kim Gamel 

Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea — The U.S. and 
South Korean militaries reportedly plan 
to begin joint war games later this month, 
suggesting that they will overlap with 
a planned inter-Korean summit in late 
April. 

The allies agreed to postpone the annual 
drills until after the Feb. 9-25 Olympics 
and the Paralympics, which begin Thurs¬ 
day in the South Korean alpine town of 
Pyeongchang. 

But the Trump administration said the 
delay was strictly to “deconflict the Olym¬ 
pics,” and both countries vowed to resume 
the military exercises after the Winter 
Games. 

The start date has not been officially an¬ 
nounced, but NBC News quoted three U.S. 
officials as saying that the exercise known 
as Foal Eagle would begin on March 31 
and run through May. The unidentified of¬ 
ficials said a simultaneous computer simu¬ 
lated drill known as Key Resolve would be 
held from mid- to late April. 

A South Korean official, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity because he wasn’t 
authorized to disclose the information, also 
told Stars and Stripes that the exercises 
would take place in April. Senior presi¬ 
dential adviser Moon Chung-in also told a 
seminar in Washington last month that he 
was “aware the drills will begin in the first 
week of April,” according to the Yonhap 
News Agency. 

That would mean the war games would 
likely be ongoing if South Korean Presi¬ 
dent Moon Jae-in meets with North Kore¬ 
an leader Kim Jong Un in late April in the 


tense border area as announced Tuesday. 

The war games are a sensitive subject on 
the divided peninsula because they usual¬ 
ly infuriate North Korea, which considers 
them a rehearsal for an invasion and has 
demanded that they be suspended. 

But South Korean envoys who met with 
Kim Jong Un earlier this week and gained 
agreement to hold a summit in late April 
informed the 34-year-old leader that it 
wasn’t feasible to postpone the military 
drills and he acknowledged that, officials 
said. 

The North Korean leader said he under¬ 
stood that the drills would take place in 
April on a scale similar to that of previous 
years but expressed hope they could be 
modified once the situation on the penin¬ 
sula stabilizes, a South Korean presiden¬ 
tial official told reporters on condition of 
anonymity in line with department policy. 

US. Forces Korea said Feb. 20 that 
it intended to conduct the exercises “as 
planned — to include the scope and scale 
— as part of maintaining a foundation of 
military readiness.” 

South Korean Defense Minister Song 
Young-moo has promised to announce the 
start date for the drills after the Paralym¬ 
pics conclude on March 18. 

The military has not changed its posi¬ 
tion, USFK spokesman Col. Chad Carroll 
said. 

“We will see where the current environ¬ 
ment takes us with regards to the exer¬ 
cises,” he said in an email. “Seoul and DC 
are saying the same thing, however... that 
we plan to conduct them at a similar ‘scope 
and scale’ to previous iterations.” 

He said the allies intend to publish the 
dates following the Paralympics, “after 18 


March or so” in line with the defense min¬ 
ister’s promise. 

U.S. and South Korean commanders in¬ 
sist the drills are defensive in nature and 
necessary to maintain readiness. 

Foal Eagle is a field training exercise 
involving tens of thousands of U.S. and 
South Korean ground, air, naval and spe¬ 
cial operations forces. Many of the Ameri¬ 
can troops come from off the peninsula to 
participate. 

Key Resolve is a command post exercise 
that usually takes place simultaneously 
and lasts about 10 days. 

Another massive joint exercise known 
as Ulchi Freedom Guardian is held in the 
fall. 

The two Koreas have been bitter en¬ 
emies since their 1950-53 war ended in an 
armistice instead of a peace treaty. About 
28,500 U.S. servicemembers are stationed 
in the South. 

Tensions have risen over the past two 
years as the North made rapid progress to¬ 
ward its goal of developing a nuclear weap¬ 
on that could target the U.S. mainland. But 
the detente fostered by its participation in 
the Olympics has led to a series of diplo¬ 
matic breakthroughs. 

In addition to the inter-Korean summit. 


Kim Jong Un said he was willing to negoti¬ 
ate with the U.S. on abandoning his nucle¬ 
ar weapons program and to freeze missile 
and nuclear tests while the talks were un¬ 
derway, the South Korean envoys said. 

South Korea’s president, who took of¬ 
fice in May promising to pursue engage¬ 
ment with the North, expressed hope on 
Wednesday that the offer would create the 
right conditions for at least “preliminary 
talks” on denuclearization. 

“We have now come to a very critical 
juncture in our efforts to establish peace 
and denuclearize the Korean Peninsula,” 
Moon said during a meeting with political 
leaders at his office, according to a tran¬ 
script. “I believe it is still too early to be 
optimistic because we are only at the start¬ 
ing line.” 

Trump also responded cautiously, saying 
he believes the sudden about-face by the 
North Koreans was due to punishing eco¬ 
nomic sanctions imposed by the US., South 
Korea and the UN. Security Council. 

“I believe they are sincere. I hope they’re 
sincere,” he told reporters Tuesday at the 
White House. 

gamel.kim@stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamel 


Japan seeks more information after F-15 dropped antenna 



Benjamin SuxTON/Courtesy of the U.S. Air Force 


An Air Force F-15 Eagle takes off at Kadena Air Base, Japan, on Feb. 
13. Officials in Japan want more information about an antenna that 


By Matthew M. Burke 

AND HaNA KuSUMOTO 
Stars and Stripes 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — 
Japanese officials want the U.S. 
military to provide information 
about an antenna that fell from 
an Okinawa-based fighter jet late 
last month. 

An F-15 from Kadena Air Base 
lost the part during a flight on 
Feb. 27, according to a spokesman 
from Japan’s Defense Ministry. 
The antenna measured approxi¬ 
mately 15 inches by 6 inches and 
weighed about 3 pounds. 

When objects fall from Oki¬ 
nawa-based U.S. military air¬ 
craft, the U.S. usually informs 
the Defense Ministry through the 
prefecture’s Defense Bureau, De¬ 
fense Minister Itsunori Onodera 
told reporters Wednesday. That 
did not happen in this case until 
Monday — nearly a week later. 

Japanese officials want to know 
where the part fell, whether it 
was recovered and if there were 
any damages. 

“We have told the U.S. side to 
make sure to notify us,” Onodera 


fell from a jet last month. 

said, according to his spokesman. 

U.S. Forces Japan told Stars 
and Stripes on Wednesday that 


the part likely landed in the ocean 
and “posed no threat to people or 
property on the ground.” 


“USFJ is working with the unit 
to determine the reason for the 
delay in reporting,” an emailed 
statement said. “Once the inci¬ 
dent was reported to USFJ, we 
notified the Government of Japan 
in a timely manner.” 

A recent spate of aircraft mis¬ 
haps, including three emergency 
landings by Marine helicopters in 
January, drew a rare rebuke from 
Tokyo officials, who sent Japan 
Ground Self-Defense Force air¬ 
craft maintenance specialists to 
Marine Corps Air Station Futen- 
ma last month for a briefing on 
the issues. 

On Dec. 13, a CH-53E Super 
Stallion’s window inexplicably 
became separated from the air¬ 
craft and landed on an elementa¬ 
ry school sports field adjacent to 
Futenma’s fence line. More than 
50 schoolchildren were playing at 
the time, and a boy was slightly 
injured from a pebble that flew 
up during impact. 

On Dec. 7, a plastic part thought 
to belong to a U.S. military heli¬ 
copter was found on the roof of an 
Okinawan nursery school. 

In October, a Super Stallion 


made an emergency landing in a 
farmer’s field outside Okinawa’s 
Northern Training Area after an 
inflight fire. The aircraft was an 
almost total loss. 

In August, an Okinawa-based 
MV-22 Osprey crashed off the 
coast of Australia during a 
training exercise, killing three 
Marines. 

The U.S. military isn’t alone 
in experiencing aviation-related 
mishaps in Japan. 

A Japan Air Self-Defense Force 
CH-47J assigned to Okinawa’s 
Naha Air Base dropped a rear 
cargo door while training Tues¬ 
day evening in Kagoshima pre¬ 
fecture, a JASDF statement said. 
There were no injuries. 

Two JGSDF crewmembers 
were killed last month when an 
AH-64 Apache helicopter crashed 
into a home in Saga prefecture. 

The JASDF and Maritime 
Self-Defense Force lost seven 
crewmembers in two helicop¬ 
ter crashes at sea in August and 
October. 

burke.matt@stripes.com 

kusumoto.hana@stripes.com 
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Navy officer pleads guilty in 'Fat Leonard’ case 


By Carl Prine 
The San Diego Union-Tribune 

SAN DIEGO — San Diego-based Capt. 
John F. Steinberger pleaded guilty Tues¬ 
day to taking bribes from an overseas 
Navy contractor and using the services of 
prostitutes that the contractor bought for 
him in Malaysia and the Philippines dur¬ 
ing a tour of the Western Pacific between 
2011 and 2012. 

Until his guilty plea at the court-martial 
in Virginia, the ex-commander of Destroy¬ 
er Squadron One also was assigned to Navy 
Region Southwest’s Sexual Assault Pre¬ 
vention and Response program that helps 
the victims of rape and other sex crimes. 

Navy Region Southwest officials said 
that no counselors reported to Steinberger 
and his primary duty was helping to make 
slides for briefings about data while his 
court-martial case percolated through the 
military’s criminal justice system. 

“He sat in an office by himself,” said 
Navy Region Southwest spokesman Brian 
O’Rourke. “He handled analytics. He had 
nothing to do with the policy of the pro¬ 
gram, and he commanded nobody here.” 

A retired chief petty officer, Tonya McK- 
ennie, continued to direct counselors in 
the program, which falls under the Navy’s 
Fleet and Family Services wing, and never 
took orders from Steinberger, according to 
O’Rourke. 

“He wasn’t counseling victims. He 
wasn’t doing anything here but crunching 
numbers,” O’Rourke said. 

Steinberger was caught up in the “Fat 


Leonard” scandal, named for Malaysian 
tycoon Leonard Glenn Francis of Glenn 
Defense Marine Asia, which provided 
port-based supplies and services to Navy 
ships. 

Arrested in a San Diego sting operation 
in 2012, Francis pleaded guilty three years 
later and awaits sentencing for bribing mil¬ 
itary officials to steer ships to his port ser¬ 
vices, defrauding the Navy of at least $35 
million in bogus fees and overcharges. 

He routinely plied Navy commanders 
with cash, “Thai SEAL team” prostitutes, 
lavish feasts, resort stays, booze and other 
perks in exchange for spilling informa¬ 
tion about ship movements or the prices 
charged by rival companies vying for lu¬ 
crative Navy resupply contracts at Pacific 
Ocean ports. 

According to Steinberger’s redacted 
charge sheets, that’s just what he did as 
commodore of the destroyer squadron at¬ 
tached to the Carl Vinson Carrier Strike 
Group in 2011 and 2012. He also attempt¬ 
ed to steer business away from Leonard’s 
competitors and to the now-defunct Glenn 
Defense, prosecutors alleged. 

In a pretrial agreement, Steinberger, 52, 
pleaded guilty only to willful dereliction 
of duty for the bribes that included resort 
stays, plus a count of “conduct unbecoming 
an officer and a gentleman” for frequent¬ 
ing Leonard’s prostitutes. 

As part of his plea deal, prosecutors 
dropped other graft and criminal conspir¬ 
acy charges against him. 

Steinberger will be administratively 
discharged from the Navy at a lower rank. 


receive a punitive letter of reprimand up¬ 
braiding him for his misconduct and re¬ 
ceive a $10,000 fine. 

He appears to have joined Navy Region 
Southwest in late 2017 after a brief stint 
under the command of the Undersea War¬ 
fighting Development Center in Groton, 
Conn. 

“He ended up with us because the 
Navy pulled his security clearance,” said 
O’Rourke. “He couldn’t go to Naval Sur¬ 
face Forces or 3rd Fleet because he had no 
clearance.” 

Steinberger did not return telephone 
messages seeking comment. 

Originally from Santa Clara County, 
Steinberger was relieved of command of 
the San Diego-based Destroyer Squadron 
One on Oct. 12, 2012, after an 18-month 
tour, according to the Navy. He previously 
had commanded the guided-missile de¬ 
stroyer Decatur. 

Steinberger’s co-defendant Tuesday, 
Cmdr. Jason Starmer, pleaded guilty to 
similar prostitution and dereliction of duty 
charges, plus adultery, which is prosecuted 
as a crime in the military if it brings the 
armed forces into disrepute or ruins unit 
morale. 

Assigned to the Navy Yard in Washing¬ 
ton, Starmer is a former foreign area of¬ 
ficer who helmed the Joint United States 
Military Advisory Group in Thailand in 
2012. 

He was sentenced to two months of re¬ 
striction at a base in Washington, a puni¬ 
tive letter of reprimand and a $3,000 fine. 


Google AI being 
used in Pentagon 
drone program 

Bloomberg 

Google’s artificial intelligence technol¬ 
ogy is being used by the US. Department 
of Defense to analyze drone footage, a rare 
and controversial move by a company 
that’s actively limited its work with the 
military in the past. 

A Google spokeswoman said the com¬ 
pany provides its TensorFlow application 
programming interfaces, or APIs, to a 
pilot project with the Department of De¬ 
fense to help automatically identify objects 
in unclassified data. APIs are software- 
based rules that let computer programs 
communicate. 

The feature is part of a recent Penta¬ 
gon contract won by Google’s cloud unit, 
which is trying to wrest more government 
spending from cloud-computing leaders 
Amazon.com and Microsoft. Alphabet’s 
Google bids on federal contracts and sup¬ 
plies some equipment to the military, but 
it has been sensitive about how its technol¬ 
ogy is used. 

“The technology flags images for human 
review, and is for nonoffensive uses only,” 
the Google spokeswoman said. “Military 
use of machine learning naturally raises 
valid concerns. 

“We’re actively discussing this impor¬ 
tant topic internally and with others as 
we continue to develop policies and safe¬ 
guards around the development and use of 
our machine-learning technologies.” 
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WAR ON TERRORISM 


In Syria, fighting Kurds Is about revenge’ 


By Louisa Loveluck 
AND ZaKARIA ZaKARIA 
The Washington Post 

SANLIURFA, Turkey — Syrian rebels who 
have joined Turkey’s cross-border offensive 
against a Kurdish enclave say they see the as¬ 
sault as a way to settle personal scores, and 
reports are mounting of looting and summary 
executions carried out by the Syrian fighters. 

Backed by Turkish troops and war planes, 
thousands of Syrian rebels are now tightening 
their grip on the Kurdish-controlled Afrin en¬ 
clave in northern Syria as part of an offensive 
that Turkey has framed as a matter of its na¬ 
tional security. 

Turkey has been fighting a decades-old 
war against Kurdish militants at home, who 
are closely allied with the People’s Protec¬ 
tion Units, or YPG, just across the border in 
Afrin. 

But for the Syrian rebels, who are mostly 
Arabs, participation in the Turkish offensive 
is personal. 

“This is about revenge,” said Waleed al- 
Mahal, a former rebel fighter who says he has 
sent dozens of his relatives to Turkish recruit¬ 
ment offices to join the offensive and hopes to 
be called up soon himself “We’re taking our 
land back.” 

His rhetoric echoes a video circulated on¬ 
line this week, apparently showing rebel fight¬ 
ers discussing plans to loot houses in Afrin. 
“An eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth,” says a 
fighter who is apparently in charge. 

Like Mahal, most of the Syrians taking part 
in Turkey’s operation originally took up arms 
against Syrian President Bashar Assad’s 


army after anti-government protests spiraled 
into armed insurrection in 2011. A scramble 
for territory has pitted the rebels against 
Kurdish fighters, and both sides have traded 
accusations of war crimes. 

Kurdish forces have taken advantage of 
an unprecedented opportunity to throw off 
decades of state repression and establish au¬ 
tonomous areas across Syria’s north. Much of 
the territory was captured with US. support, 
after Washington backed a mgjority-Kurd- 
ish force to seize areas ruled by the Islamic 
State. 

Monitoring groups and local residents say 
that Kurdish forces razed a number of Arab- 
mgjority villages in the eastern province of 
Hasakah while clashing with the Islamic State 
and sought to remove some Arab civilians 
they feared might harbor extremist fighters 
if allowed to stay behind. The extent of those 
abuses remains unclear. 

Every Syrian rebel fighter interviewed by 
The Washington Post in Syria and southern 
Turkey had a story to share, some of the tales 
describing in detail what happened to family 
members, others apparently recycled from 
acquaintances. 

“They killed dozens of members of our ex¬ 
tended family, bulldozed our homes and joked 
that they would plant potatoes there,” said 
Mahal, who is from Hasakah, sitting in a spar¬ 
tan living room in this southern Turkish city. 
Above his head a green, white and black rebel 
flag was pinned to a large portrait of Turkish 
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan. 

Mahal and almost a dozen rebel fighters said 
they believed Turkey would support them in a 
future advance toward Hasakah. But Turkish 


officials have given few indications that they 
are eyeing territory that far east. 

Kurdish-led forces in eastern Syria said 
Tuesday they were withdrawing from the 
front line against the Islamic State to resist the 
Turkish offensive in the north of the country. 

Amnesty International warned last week 
that indiscriminate Turkish attacks around 
Afrin have killed scores of civilians. Although 
the rebels insist they only target combatants, 
allegations of abuses are mounting among 
local residents and monitors. 

Some of those abuses have been caught in 
grainy cellphone footage that was filmed by 
the rebels themselves. In one, the fighters are 
shown looting olive oil and chickens from an 
abandoned home. In another, the rebels ap¬ 
pear to execute a man in civilian clothes at 
point-blank range, pumping bullets into the 
body when it falls to the ground. 

The videos have sparked terror among 
Afrin residents as the offensive draws nearer. 
“Everyone has seen them. Is that what’s com¬ 
ing?” asked a former schoolteacher, speaking 
on condition of anonymity out of fears for his 
safety. 

Sensitive to any suggestion that the Syrian 
rebels have turned their backs on earlier goals, 
such as toppling Assad, in favor of Turkey’s 
cause, rebel commanders and spokesmen in¬ 
sist that participation in Turkey’s operation 
benefits all sides. 

“We have mutual goals in this period,” 
said Osama Akkari, a spokesman for the Al- 
muntasir Billah group. “We haven’t given up 
on fighting the regime, but we are having to 
shift priorities for now. No one is making us 
do this.” 


Afghan official among 3 
killed in suicide attack 

KABUL, Afghanistan — An 
Afghan official says a suicide 
bomber killed three people in¬ 
cluding the local head of the Min¬ 
istry of H^ and Religious Affairs, 
in eastern Nangarhar province. 

Attahullah Khogyani, spokes¬ 
man for the provincial gover¬ 
nor, says another 16 people were 
wounded in the attack Wednesday 
afternoon in Jalalabad, the provin¬ 
cial capital. The attacker was on 
foot and apparently targeted Abdul 
Zahir Haqqani, the local religious 
affairs official, Khogyani said. 

Ex-US contractor 
admits taking kickbacks 

ATLANTA — Prosecutors say 
a former employee of a US. gov¬ 
ernment contractor admitted to 
accepting illegal kickbacks from 
an Afghan trucking company be¬ 
tween December 2012 and May 
2014. 

A US. Department of Justice 
statement says Christopher Mc¬ 
Cray, 55, of Jonesboro, Ga., and 
Chattanooga, Tenn., pleaded guilty 
Monday to one count of accepting 
illegal kickbacks before US. Dis¬ 
trict Judge Mark H. Cohen. The 
statement says McCray was the 
country manager for a subcontrac¬ 
tor of an American company that 
was moving cargo for the Army 
and Air Force Exchange Service 
to military bases in Afghanistan. 
From The Associated Press 
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Panel: Navy budget falls short on shipbuilding 


By Claudia Grisales 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Leaders of a House 
Armed Services Committee subpanel 
Tuesday railed against a Navy budget that 
they say falls short of critical ship and sub¬ 
marine plans. 

Rep. Rob Wittman, R-Va., chairman of 
the committee’s subpanel on seapower and 
projection forces, said the 2019 budget pro¬ 
posal fails to meet benchmarks needed to 
reach a 30-year goal of 355 ships. 

“Critical shortfalls in aircraft carriers, 
large-deck [amphibious ships] and attack 
submarines are debilitating to our national 
security and only serve to embolden po¬ 
tential adversaries,” Wittman told a group 
of Navy and Marine Corps officials. “The 
Navy sometimes misses the strategic im¬ 
perative and national urgency associated 
with the message our nation needs to send 
to the world when an inadequate shipbuild¬ 
ing budget is proposed.” 

Wittman said the current shipbuilding 
plan, which directs for 342 ships by 2039, 
fails to send a message of resolve to U.S. 
adversaries. The plan falls short of the 
Navy’s new force structure assessment 


report, which was released in December 
2016, he added. 

Wittman said the plan also falls short on 
an annual basis, proposing $21 billion for 
10 ships. Instead, it should be $26.2 billion 
for 13 ships, he said. 

“Shipbuilding is a sign of our nation’s 
resolve, and a weak shipbuilding request 
is carefully watched by our adversaries,” 
Wittman said. “We need to significantly 
improve our Navy’s shipbuilding.” 

The comments will likely play into the 
development of the 2019 National Defense 
Authorization Act, which directs policy 
and spending plans for the Defense De¬ 
partment. But whether additional funding 
is directed to additional ships and subma¬ 
rines remains to be seen. 

Last month, the Pentagon released a 
2019 budget plan seeking a 10 percent hike 
in funding to $686.1 billion to increase the 
size and might of the military, primarily 
in response to China and Russia’s growing 
capabilities. 

Lawmakers have yet to appropriate 
money for the 2018 and 2019 fiscal years, 
and will hit a critical funding deadline 
March 23 for those plans. 

However, military officials lauded Con¬ 


gress’ additional funding support seen in 
the last year. 

“Coming out of an era of shrinking re¬ 
sources and increasing operations that 
drove exceedingly difficult choices, we 
feel your efforts to put us on a course for 
readiness recovery and growing the fleet 
were substantial and significant. Thank 
you,” said James Geurts, assistant secre¬ 
tary of the Navy. 

The Navy’s 2019 budget proposes 54 bat¬ 
tle force ships during the next five years, 
which is 11 more than planned in the bud¬ 
get a year earlier. But still, it doesn’t reach 
355 ships until 2048, said Rep. Joe Court¬ 
ney, D-Conn., the ranking Democrat of the 
subpanel. 

The “budget request for seapower rep¬ 
resents a move in the right direction,” he 
said. “[But] this budget does not achieve 
the minimum Navy force size the Navy 
says it needs until the 2050s.” 

Another glaring missed opportunity in 
the budget proposal, Courtney said: plans 
for the undersea fleet. 

While the budget directs for construc¬ 
tion of two Virginia class submarines each 
year, it still would not achieve a 66-boat 
fleet called for in the force structure as¬ 


sessment until 2048. 

The Navy should look at construction of 
three new submarines each year, Courtney 
said. He noted there are ongoing negotia¬ 
tions “right now between the Navy and in¬ 
dustry” to reach that goal. 

Congress has already authorized the 
bump to construction for three submarines 
each year, Courtney noted. 

That’s critical as U.S. Pacific Com¬ 
mander Adm. Harry Harris recently told 
the same committee that the United States 
is falling short against great power ri¬ 
vals when it comes to its submarine fleet, 
Courtney said. 

“Achieving a larger fleet will take more 
than any one budget year, and it will take 
more than just building new ships,” he 
said. “We need to take a comprehensive 
approach that includes new construction, 
extension and modernization of existing 
ships, repairing our ships on time and 
without delay, and incorporating new ca¬ 
pabilities into current and future ships 
wherever possible.” 

grTsa1es.ciaudTa@stfi'pes.com 

Twitter; @cgrisales 


Military officials say plan will deal 
with aircraft readiness concerns 



Scott WvLAND/Stars and Stripes 


A Super Hornet taxis onto the runway of the USS Geot^e H.W. 
Bush to fly a mission in the Persian Gulf in last April. 

Navy to upgrade Super Hornets 

By Scott Wyland 

Stars and Stripes 


By Claudia Grisales 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — A panel of 
military leaders told a Senate 
committee on Tuesday that a pro¬ 
posed budget plan will address a 
long list of naval aircraft modern¬ 
ization and readiness concerns. 

The Navy and Marine Corps 
officials made the comments dur¬ 
ing a hearing before a subpanel 
of the Senate Armed Services 
Committee examining the budget 
proposal. 

The budget plan allows the Ma¬ 
rine Corps to address “priorities 
as far as modernization and read¬ 
iness and doing them at the same 
time,” Lt. Gen. Steven Rudder, the 
service’s deputy commandant for 
aviation, told the committee sub¬ 
panel on seapower. Before “we 
weren’t buying enough new air¬ 
planes. With the budget that this 
committee and Congress is pro¬ 
viding, it allows us to do both.” 

The proposed 2019 budget will 
let the Navy and Marines reach 
their desired number of aircraft 
by 2022, military officials said 
in prepared testimony. That in¬ 
cludes addressing a strike fighter 
shortfall with the purchase of 29 
F-35s and 24 F/A-18 Super Hor¬ 
nets. The budget for the new F- 
35s alone totals $4.2 billion and 
nearly $2 billion for the F/A-18s, 
they said. 

The comments will likely play 
into the development of the 2019 
National Defense Authorization 
Act, which directs policy and 
spending plans for the Defense 
Department. But whether the ad¬ 
ditional funding is approved re¬ 
mains to be seen. 

Last month, the Pentagon re¬ 
leased a 2019 budget plan seek¬ 
ing a 10 percent hike in funding 


to $686.1 billion to increase the 
size and might of the military. 
The move was largely in response 
to China and Russia’s growing 
capabilities detailed in the new 
National Defense Strategy, a new 
assessment of global threats re¬ 
vealed in January. 

Vice Adm. Paul Grosklags, 
commander of Naval Air Systems 
Command, said the 2019 budget 
proposal for naval aviation ef¬ 
forts is “very well aligned with 
and supportive” of the National 
Defense Strategy. 

“Our ability to achieve this 
alignment is greatly facilitated by 
the additional budget flexibility 
provided by the recent biparti¬ 
san budget agreement,” he said. 
“The lethality that naval aviation 
brings to bear in support of our 
nation’s interest will be greatly 
enhanced” by additions in new 
aircraft, weapons and new, ad¬ 
vanced capabilities as directed 
by the new budget proposal. 

However, lawmakers have yet 
to appropriate money for the 2018 
and 2019 fiscal years, and will hit 
a critical funding deadline March 
23 for those plans. 

For now, the military, like the 
rest of the government, is operat¬ 
ing off its fifth temporary fund¬ 
ing bill since the 2018 fiscal year 
began Oct. 1. Though lawmakers 
reached a two-year bipartisan 
budget deal to lift spending caps 
for defense and non-defense pri¬ 
orities, they have yet to appropri¬ 
ate an annual funding plan this 
year. By the time they get the full 
appropriation for 2018, it could be 
almost six months into the fiscal 
year. 

“This is unacceptable,” Sen. 
Mazie Hirono, D-Hawaii, the 
ranking Democrat on the subpan¬ 
el, said of the delay in funding. 


One possibility, as highlighted 
by Grosklags on Tuesday and 
other military officials in recent 
weeks, is to give the Pentagon 
more time to spend the remain¬ 
der of the 2018 funding after the 
2019 fiscal year begins Oct. 1. 

Without an additional legisla¬ 
tive fix, the Pentagon will have 
to scramble to spend the money 
before the Oct. 1 deadline. 

On Monday, Sen. James Inhofe, 
R-Okla., the acting chairman 
of the Senate Armed Services 
Committee, and Sen. Tim Kaine, 
D-Va., requested in a joint letter 
that Senate budget writers to give 
the Pentagon new flexibility once 
funding is approved. 

“Recent budget caps and nu¬ 
merous continuing resolutions 
have placed a considerable strain 
on the Department of Defense,” 
the senators wrote. “In an effort 
to ensure that the department can 
responsibly allocate and obligate 
fiscal year 2018 funds with only 
half of the fiscal year remaining, 
we urge Congress to provide the 
department with greater spend¬ 
ing flexibility for the remainder 
of this fiscal year.” 

Sen. Roger Wicker, R-Miss., 
chairman of Senate Armed Ser¬ 
vices Committee subpanel on 
seapower, said Tuesday that de¬ 
spite the funding delays, a final 
two-year budget deal would mark 
a new chapter for naval aviation. 

“Years of [continuing] combat 
operations and inadequate fund¬ 
ing have put the Navy and Ma¬ 
rine Corps aviation into a hole 
from which they are only now be¬ 
ginning to recover,” Wicker said. 
“Congress shares the blame but 
we are beginning to turn things 
around.” 

grisales.daudia@strfpes.c'om 

Twitter: @cgrisales 


Boeing will modernize the 
Navy’s fleet of F/A-18 Super 
Hornets to extend their life by 
at least a decade and improve 
cockpit, communication and 
fuel systems. 

The Navy awarded Boeing 
a $73 million contract to begin 
upgrading the Super Hornets. 
Boeing said it would overhaul 
four fighter jets next month 
in its St. Louis plant while it 
builds a new assembly line in 
San Antonio to modernize the 
entire fleet. 

The full-scale overhaul of the 
Super Hornet fleet is expected 
to start in the early 2020s. The 
twin-engine fighter-bombers 
are widely used in airstrikes 
against the Islamic State in the 
Middle East. 

“The initial focus of this pro¬ 
gram will extend the life of the 
fleet from 6,000 to 9,000 flight 
hours,” Mark Sears, Boeing 
program manager, said in a 
statement last week. “Each of 
these jets will fly another 10 to 
15 years, so making them next- 


generation aircraft is critical.” 

A key improvement will be 
“conformal” fuel tanks, which 
fit more closely to the aircraft’s 
contour and allow the plane to 
carry less fuel while reducing 
drag. 

Higher-tech datalink com¬ 
munication systems will be 
installed along with improved 
infrared tracking devices 
and an electronic cockpit 
touchscreen, said Aviation 
International News, a trade 
publication. 

Boeing is overhauling the 
older planes as it begins pro¬ 
ducing 24 new Super Hornets 
as part of the proposed 2019 
defense budget. Next year’s 
proposed budget calls for an 
additional 110 Super Hornets 
to be built by 2023. 

The 134 new planes will re¬ 
place an estimated 140 early- 
model jets that the Navy aims 
to scrap because they are too 
worn to repair and upgrade, 
defense officials said. The 
Navy now has roughly 570 
Super Hornets. 

wyiln3!scott^strIp^xom"^"'^^^ 

Twitter: @wylandstripes 
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Kerstin RoBERTs/Courtesy of the U.S. Marine Corps 


U.S. Marine Pfc. Kira Kozik stands in formation Tuesday as she 
waits for instruction on Camp Pendleton, Caiif. 

Female: Critic urges more 
training for women at Pendleton 


Years of Pentagon audit 
delays draw senators' ire 


By Claudia Grisales 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — A Senate 
panel took the Pentagon’s comp¬ 
troller to task Wednesday over 
years of delays in conducting the 
Department of Defense’s first- 
ever financial audit. 

The Department of Defense is 
the only federal agency that has 
escaped undergoing an overall 
audit since Congress began re¬ 
quiring such examinations in the 
1990s. 

Now, as the Pentagon’s first 
audit is finally underway, the 
more than 20-year delay wasn’t 
lost on lawmakers during a Senate 
Budget Committee hearing on the 
matter. 

“How in the world is it that in 
2018, with all the massive capabil¬ 
ities the Pentagon has, this is the 
first time the Pentagon is able to 
conduct an audit? What is going on 
with the culture? What’s wrong?” 
Sen. Bob Corker, R-Tenn., asked 
top defense officials, including 
the Pentagon’s top financial chief 
“We probably wasted hundreds of 
billions of dollars at the Pentagon 
through the years through poor 
management. Is that correct? That 
would be a low estimate would it 
not?” 

The heated exchange marks the 
first Senate hearing on the Pen¬ 
tagon’s inaugural audit following 
an earlier House Armed Services 
Committee hearing in January. 

Pentagon Chief Financial Of¬ 
ficer David Norquist, who was on 
hand to testify before the Senate 
committee Wednesday, has said 
the effort will mark a cultural shift 
for the Department of Defense. 
The audit, which is now required 
by law under the National Defense 
Authorization Act, is aimed for 
completion by the end of the year. 

Today, military leaders, led by 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

Rep. Joaquin Castro, D-Texas, 
also pushed back against the 
move Tuesday. 

“Yet another barrier for im¬ 
migrants who were promised 
naturalization after service,” he 
tweeted. 

This comes as Congress 
has failed to reach a deal on a 
fix to the Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals, or DACA, 
program, which could force re¬ 
cipients known as Dreamers to be 
deported. Defense Secretary Jim 
Mattis has said Dreamers serv¬ 
ing in the military would not be 
deported, but it’s not clear how if 
an executive order Trump signed 
last year definitively ends DACA. 

For now, the fate of the pro¬ 
gram lies in a legal effort making 
its way through the courts. The 
Pentagon estimated late last year 
that 900 Dreamers were serving 
in the military. 


Congress, have a newfound focus 
on ensuring the audit is complet¬ 
ed, he said. 

Previously, the Pentagon has 
not been “as focused on the back 
office as you would see in a private 
company,” Norquist said. Now, 
“there is an essential value to the 
taxpayer.” 

The effort could cost nearly $1 
billion and will entail the work of 
an estimated 1,200 auditors who 
will dig into the count, location and 
condition of military equipment, 
real property and inventory. The 
audit will also examine security 
vulnerabihties in the Pentagon’s 
business systems, validate the ac¬ 
curacy of personnel records and 
assess whether the department’s 
books and records present a true 
and accurate picture of financial 
health. 

“I can’t explain this to my peo¬ 
ple back home every single one of 
whom support a strong defense,” 
complained Sen. John Kennedy, 
R-La. “But when I tell them that 
every other agency in the fed¬ 
eral government undergoes an 
audit but the Department of De¬ 
fense ... they think I belong in a 
straightjacket.” 

The actual financial review of 
the Pentagon will likely be the 
largest ever conducted, Norquist 
said. The cost of the actual review 
is estimated at $367 million while 
another $551 million will be used 
for accounting fixes throughout 
the various services, such as ad¬ 
dressing computer software 
failures and ghtches tracking 
inventory. 

Kennedy said he’s concerned 
that there’s no accessible hst of 
all the contractors and they might 
be taking advantage of the lack of 
audits. 

“We’ve got ... some hogs who 
have all four feet and their snout 


Duckworth called out the clo¬ 
sure of the citizenship offices on 
military bases as another Trump- 
initiated road-block against 
immigrants. 

The offices are critical to the 
Military Accessions Vital to Na¬ 
tional Interest, or MAVNI, pro¬ 
gram, which helps immigrants 
join the military with a fast track 
to citizenship. 

“The closure of the offices 
makes it significantly harder and 
it violates the commitment we 
have made to thousands of brave 
men and women who signed up to 
defend our country through the 
MAVNI program,” Duckworth 
said. “It’s disappointing to see the 
Trump administration head in 
such a shameful direction.” 

Duckworth has introduced 
several bills to prevent veterans 
and servicemembers from being 
deported and denied the opportu¬ 
nity to become citizens of the na¬ 


in the trough,” he said. “And 
we got to find out who they are, 
gentlemen.” 

Norquist, who was previously 
CFO for the Department of Home¬ 
land Security, said an unfortunate 
mindset has kept a Pentagon audit 
from being completed. But since 
a new renewed effort began to 
take shape at the end of the last 
administration, work is finally 
underway. 

“In my perspective, we ought 
to have started” sooner, Norquist 
said. “I am glad that at least in the 
transition of administrations that 
the contracts were set in place 
that allowed us to begin now, rath¬ 
er than wait.” 

Audits aren’t entirely new to 
the Pentagon, where numerous 
reviews of performance and con¬ 
tract costs have been conducted 
by the Government Accountabil¬ 
ity Office, the Defense Contract 
Audit Agency, the Department of 
Defense Office of the Inspector 
General and the services’ audit 
agencies. But the new, ongoing 
Pentagon audit will occur annu¬ 
ally and mark a much more com¬ 
prehensive review. 

Norquist, however, has warned it 
will take time to implement neces¬ 
sary process and system changes 
to pass the audit, as in the case for 
Homeland Security, which took 10 
years to get the first, clean result. 

Sen. David Perdue, R-Ga., said 
the failure to finally reach this 
point in the Pentagon’s first audit 
actually falls on Congress. 

“There’s one very easy rea¬ 
son why it’s taken years,” he 
said. “Congress didn’t do its job. 
It passed a law and then didn’t 
do anything to enforce it. That’s 
water under the bridge.” 

grisales.claudia@stripes.com 
Twitter: @cgrisaies 


tion they swore to defend. 

For example, her legislation 
would establish naturalization 
offices at military training fa¬ 
cilities to make it easier for ser¬ 
vicemembers to become citizens, 
prohibit the administration from 
deporting veterans and give legal 
permanent residents a path to 
citizenship through military ser¬ 
vice, her office said. 

Duckworth said she has also 
co-sponsored legislation to pro¬ 
tect military recruits who have 
enlisted through the MAVNI 
program from being discharged 
or deported due to their immigra¬ 
tion status. 

Her office estimates 1,000 to 
1,800 recruits — including hun¬ 
dreds of Dreamers — have skills 
that are underrepresented in the 
U.S. military and are currently 
waiting for the chance to serve. 

grisales.claudia@stripes.com 
Twitter: @cgrisaies 
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Tuesday’s arrivals were as¬ 
signed to Golf Company, Marine 
Combat Training Battalion. They 
will be integrated fully with male 
Marines for the duration of the 
29-day course, just like they are 
in North Carolina, according to 
Training Command spokesman 
Capt. Joshua J. Pena. 

“Neither the course nor the 
training calendar will be altered 
at all because of this,” Pena said. 

The first woman to report to 
MCT-West was Pfc. Kira Kozik 
and the second was Pvt. Nathalie 
Lizama. They won’t be the first 
Marines to arrive at the campus 
for infantry training. 

When the Pentagon opened up 
the infantry ranks in 2016, several 
women went through the School 
of Infantry’s Infantry Training 
Battalion, a separate and gruel¬ 
ing 59-day course for Marines 
chosen to serve in rifle squads or 
join machine gun, mortar, anti¬ 
tank weapon or Light Armored 
Vehicle-25 crews. 

MCT is for noninfantry Ma¬ 
rines. Their training includes 
learning the basics of combat 
marksmanship, how to react to 
roadside bombs, lifesaving medi¬ 
cal care and other skills. With 
the credo “every Marine a rifle¬ 
man,” the Corps wants to ensure 
that men and women are training 
together because they might have 
to fight together, too. 

“This initiative is part of a Ma¬ 
rine Corps effort to enhance the 
entry-level training program for 
all Marines and to better reflect 
how the Marine Corps is struc¬ 
tured in the operating forces,” 
Pena said. 

The MCT innovation doesn’t 
telegraph a switch in Corps poli¬ 
cy toward Marine Corps Recruit 
Depot San Diego, however. It’s 
expected to remain closed to the 
3,400 women enlisting annually. 


“The Marine Corps will con¬ 
tinue to send women to Parris 
Island,” Pena said. “The current 
number that we recruit is sup¬ 
portable at Parris Island. If we 
reach a number above what we’re 
recruiting now, that’ll be on the 
table, to open up San Diego.” 

Critics have argued that segre¬ 
gating boot camp by gender sends 
a bad message to both male and 
female Marines. It tells women 
that they’re not as tough as the 
men and it teaches male recruits 
that female Marines can’t hack it, 
they say. 

“You can see the hypocrisy 
here, the absolute hypocrisy,” 
said retired Marine Lt. Col. Kate 
Germane, a former commander 
of the female-only Fourth Re¬ 
cruit Training Battalion at Parris 
Island and a longtime advocate 
for opening up all Marine train¬ 
ing to women. 

“The reality is that recruiting 
is capped at 3,400 women because 
of space limitations at Parris Is¬ 
land. If they moved into other fa¬ 
cilities and got more space, they 
could recruit more women. They 
could take over a squad bay in San 
Diego and move women in there. 

“It hasn’t happened already 
because they don’t want it to 
happen.” 

Congress might take notice, 
she added. A woman recruited in 
San Diego will fly to South Caro¬ 
lina for boot camp, then back here 
for MCT then possibly back to an 
eastern state for advanced school¬ 
ing or to join a unit there, hiking 
costs for the taxpayer. 

“It’s farcical,” she said. 

Women make up about 9 per¬ 
cent of the Marine Corps, the 
smallest percentage of female 
servicemembers in all of the 
armed forces. The percentage 
in the Navy is twice as large, al¬ 
though the Marines want to raise 
it to 10 percent. 


Dr. med. Peter v. Seek 

... welcomes you to Wiesbaden! 



Closure: Immigration offices critical to MAVNI program 
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IG report: Failed leadership led 
to problems at DC VA hospital 



Courtesy of the Royal Australian Navy 


HMAS Warramunga Boarding Party members handle illicit cargo 
seized during a narcotics interdiction operation. 

Australians seize drugs 
during Arabian Sea patrol 


By Nikki Wentling 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — A culture of 
complacency at the Department 
of Veterans Affairs medical cen¬ 
ter in Washington D.C. allowed 
widespread failures to persist for 
years, putting veterans at risk 
and weakening core functions 
of the hospital, according to new 
findings from the VA Inspector 
General’s Office. 

An extensive report released 
Wednesday by the inspector 
general details “systemic” and 
“formidable” problems at the 
Washington DC VA Medical Cen¬ 
ter since 2013. 

“Failed leadership at multiple 
levels within VA put patients 
and assets at the DC VA Medical 
Center at unnecessary risk and 
resulted in a breakdown of core 
services,” VA Inspector General 
Michael Missal said in a written 
statement. “It created a climate of 
complacency that allowed these 
conditions to exist for years.” 

The issues were many and var¬ 
ied. Inspectors found a consis¬ 


tent lack of medical supplies and 
equipment, dirty and unsterile 
conditions, a flawed inventory 
system and chronic understaffing. 
They also discovered a backlog of 
thousands of delayed orders for 
items such as eyeglasses, hearing 
aids, surgical implants and pros¬ 
thetic limbs. 

More than 1,300 boxes contain¬ 
ing veterans’ personal health and 
identification information were 
found unsecured in a warehouse, 
the hospital basement and a trash 
bin, according to the report. 

Hospital and regional leaders 
were tipped off about the prob¬ 
lems multiple times during the 
past five years but didn’t inter¬ 
vene, the report states. Inspectors 
said they deflected blame and 
failed to address the “prevalent 
and deeply intertwined” issues 
with any sense of urgency. 

“It was difficult to pinpoint 
precisely how the conditions de¬ 
scribed in this report could have 
persisted at the medical center for 
so many years,” inspectors wrote. 
“At the core, the IG noted an un¬ 
willingness or inability of lead¬ 


ers to take responsibility ... [and] 
found that a culture of complacen¬ 
cy and a sense of futility pervaded 
offices at multiple levels.” 

The 158-page report is the re¬ 
sult of a yearlong investigation 
that already resulted in the ouster 
of the DC hospital’s director in 
April 2017. At the time, the IG 
had just initiated an investigation 
based off a confidential complaint, 
and inspectors found enough evi¬ 
dence of wrongdoing that they 
felt compelled to publicly release 
early findings — a highly unusual 
move for the office. 

Inspectors found leaders within 
the VA were notified seven times 
between 2013 and 2016 about 
some of the problems. VA Secre¬ 
tary David Shulkin started work¬ 
ing at the VA in July 2015 as the 
leader of the VA health care sys¬ 
tem, but he said Wednesday he 
was surprised by the IG’s findings 
released in April. 

“I was not aware of these is¬ 
sues,” he told reporters during a 
Wednesday news conference. 

wentling.nikkiiastripes.com 
Twitter: @nikkiwentiing 


By Jason Behnke 
Stars and Stripes 

While conducting operations 
for U.S.-led Combined Task 
Force 150, a Royal Australian 
Navy frigate seized about 8 tons 
of hashish worth about $400 mil¬ 
lion from a vessel, officials said 
Wednesday. 

A Seahawk helicopter flying off 
the HMAS Warramunga spotted 
two suspicious boats in the Ara¬ 
bian Sea while conducting sur¬ 
veillance operations on Saturday 
and Sunday. A team from Warra¬ 
munga then boarded the vessels 
and discovered the drugs below 
the deck of one of the boats, the 
Australian navy said Wednesday. 

The drugs were transferred to 
the Warramunga to be disposed 
of 

Since deploying in November 
2017, Warramunga has seized 
19.5 tons of hashish and 1.5 tons 
of heroin, worth more than $1.11 
billion, officials said. 


“This has been a high tempo de¬ 
ployment for HMAS Warramun¬ 
ga but we have been fortunate in 
seeing significant quantities of 
narcotics not reach their final 
destination as a result of the ef¬ 
forts of the crew and the CTF150 
team,” Warrabunga’s command¬ 
ing officer Cmdr. Dugald Clel- 
land said in a statement. 

Australia is part of the multina¬ 
tional CTF 150, one of three task 
forces within the U.S.-led com¬ 
bined maritime forces. CTF 150 
focuses on promoting maritime 
security to counter terrorism and 
illegal activity. 

The Bahrain-based Combined 
Maritime Forces, which oper¬ 
ates in the Red Sea, the Persian 
Gulf, the Gulf of Aden, Arabian 
Sea and the Indian Ocean, has 
seized 12,700 kilograms of heroin 
and 53,000 kilograms of hashish 
since 2012. 


behnke.jason@stripes.com 

@JasonFromSD 


Advisory issued over Capodichino water 


By Scott Wyland 

Stars and Stripes 

NAPLES, Italy — The Navy issued a health advi¬ 
sory and sent most personnel home on Wednesday 
after a broken pipe turned water murky at the Ca¬ 
podichino base. 

“Although we have a plan for repair, we have 
also experienced an issue with our potable water 
no longer being potable,” Capt. Todd Abrahamson, 
the Naples base commander, said in an email to 
personnel. 

The disruption mainly affected administrative 
and service employees, who will return to work 
Thursday. 

A work crew found the broken water main Tues¬ 
day night and installed two smaller pipes as a stop¬ 


gap. It could take as long as a week to fully restore 
the system, officials said. 

Personnel were sent home to lessen the strain on 
the impaired system, especially in the restrooms, 
said Ben Warner, spokesman for Navy Facilities En¬ 
gineering Command. 

Capodichino is the Navy’s command hub in Italy. 
No one lives at this installation, though visitors stay 
at the on-site Navy Gateway Inn & Suites. 

Those staying at the hotel are advised to either 
use bottled water to drink, brush their teeth and 
wash dishes or boil tap water before using it. 

Water with high turbidity can contain bacteria, 
parasites and other pathogens that can cause nau¬ 
sea, headaches and diarrhea, the advisory said. 

Wyfand'.scottiastripes.com 

Twitter: @wylandstripes 
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East Coast is hit with another nor'easter 



Peter Pereira, (New Bedford, Mass.) Standard-Times/AP 


Vehicles drive under a white pine tree that is ieaning across the road Tuesday in Freetown, Mass. 
Utilities are racing to restore power to tens of thousands of customers in the Northeast still without 
electricity after iast week’s storm as another nor’easter threatens the hard-hit area. 


By Kristen DeGroot 

Associated Press 

PHILADELPHIA — The sec¬ 
ond big, blustery storm to hit the 
Northeast in less than a week 
began bringing wet, heavy snow 
Wednesday to a comer of the 
country where tens of thousands 
of people were still waiting for 
the power to come back on from 
the first bout of wintry weather. 

The nor’easter closed schools 
and government offices, ground¬ 
ed flights and raised fears of an¬ 
other round of fallen trees and 
electrical outages as it made its 
way up the East Coast. 

“I don’t think I’m ready for 
this to happen again,” Caprice 
Dantzler, 32, said as she walked 
through Philadelphia’s snowy, 
rainy Rittenhouse Square. She 
said many trees that crashed 
into cars and homes and blocked 
streets during the last storm have 
yet to be removed. 

A mix of snow and light rain 
started falling before daybreak 
in many areas, but the precipita¬ 
tion was expected to turn to all 
snow in most areas and continue 
through the day. 

The National Weather Service 
issued a winter storm warning 
through Thursday morning from 
the Philadelphia area through 
most of New England. Forecast¬ 
ers said areas west of the Inter¬ 
state 95 corridor could easily get 
more than a foot of snow, with 
some places in northwestern New 
Jersey expected to receive up to 
2 feet. 

Flights across the region were 


canceled even before the first 
flakes fell, and the number was 
expected to climb as conditions 
deteriorated. More than 1,400 
flights in the New York metro 
area alone were grounded. 

“I’m not looking forward to an¬ 
other round of this, but it is what 


it is,” Chris Martin said as he 
prepared to leave his Toms River, 
N. J., home and head to work at an 
information technology firm in 
Philadelphia. “All in all, it hasn’t 
been a terrible winter.” 

Martin had already arranged 
to stay in Philadelphia overnight. 


“If Mother Nature wants to give 
us one last blast of winter, that’s 
up to her,” he said. 

Heavy, wet snow and gusting 
winds could take down trees al¬ 
ready weakened by last Friday’s 
storm and snap power lines, to 
the distress of customers who 


have gone days without power. 

Utility workers took advantage 
of milder temperatures and sun¬ 
shine Tuesday in their scramble 
to restore electricity around the 
Northeast. More than 90,000 
homes and businesses remained 
without power Wednesday, most¬ 
ly in Pennsylvania, New Jersey 
and New York. 

More than a foot of snow was 
expected in some interior areas. 
Forecasters said Pennsylvania’s 
Poconos Mountains and parts of 
western Massachusetts could see 
up to 18 inches. 

Some areas were bracing for as 
much as 2 to 3 inches of snow an 
hour. 

Damaging winds were fore¬ 
cast, with gusts of up to 60 mph 
on Cape Cod, 45 mph at the Jer¬ 
sey shore and 30 mph around 
suburban Philadelphia. 

Depending on the storm’s track, 
communities along the 1-95 corri¬ 
dor could see heavy rain, heavy 
snow or a mix of the two. 

Transportation departments in 
Philadelphia and Boston loaded 
up salt trucks and treated roads a 
day ahead. 

Amtrak canceled some train 
service, and commuter trains in 
Philadelphia were put on a week¬ 
end schedule. 

One slight consolation: The 
storm was not expected to bring 
coastal flooding like the one last 
week. Some New England and 
New Jersey shoreline communi¬ 
ties were still dealing with the ef¬ 
fects of that storm. 


WYa. teachers back to 
classes after walkout 


By John Raby 

Associated Press 

CHARLESTON, W.Va. — It’s 
back to school in West Virginia. 
Teachers across this poor Ap¬ 
palachian mountain state are 
reopening classrooms Wednes¬ 
day, jubilant after their governor 
signed a 5 percent pay raise end¬ 
ing their nine-day walkout. 

Teachers expressed relief and 
exhilaration by breaking out into 
song Tuesday after legislators ap¬ 
proved the pay raise bill, which 
Gov. Jim Justice swiftly signed. 

Now the state’s 35,000 public 
school employees can get back 
to work — and 277,000 students 
back to their books. 

“I’m so thrilled that it’s over, 
and that I get to go back to my 
special ed kids, back to our regu¬ 
lar routine, and that we’re going 
to get some great work done the 
rest of the school year,” said Me¬ 
linda Monks, a special education 
teacher at Bridgeview Elemen¬ 
tary in South Charleston. 

Expressions of delight poured 
from thousands of teachers who 
packed the Capitol after Tues¬ 
day’s settlement. They jumped 
up and down, chanted “We love 
our kids!” and sang John Den¬ 


ver’s “Take Me Home, Country 
Roads.” The deal ended a paralyz¬ 
ing strike that shut students out 
of classrooms statewide, forced 
parents to scramble for child care 
and cast a national spotlight on 
government dysfunction in West 
Virginia. 

Dale Lee, president of the West 
Virginia Education Association, 
formally declared the “work ac¬ 
tion was over” Tuesday evening 
after a consultation among local 
organizers. That group is the 
largest teacher organization in 
West Virginia, and Lee said all 55 
West Virginia counties had stood 
together in solidarity. 

The West Virginia teachers, 
some of the lowest paid in the 
country, had gone without a salary 
increase for four years. They ap¬ 
peared to have strong public sup¬ 
port throughout their walkout. 

“We overcame. We overcame!” 
teacher Danielle Harris ex¬ 
claimed, calling it a victory for 
students as well. 

Teachers walked off the job 
Feb. 22, balking at an initial bill 
Justice signed that would have 
bumped up pay 2 percent in the 
first year as they also complained 
about rising health insurance 
costs. 
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Women, Dems 
score big in 
Texas primaries 


By Will Weissert 
AND Paul J. Weber 
Associated Press 

AUSTIN, Texas — Women 
running for Congress surged to 
big wins and Democrats smashed 
recent turnout levels in Texas’ 
first-in-the-nation 2018 primary 
elections, giving Republicans a 
potential glimpse of what’s ahead 
in the first midterms under Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump. 

Energized and angry Demo¬ 
crats in Texas, where the GOP 
has dominated for decades, came 
out in force to surpass 1 million 
voters Tuesday — the first time 
the party has eclipsed that bench¬ 
mark in a midterm primary since 
2002, just months after the Sept. 
11 attacks. 

Equally striking was the show¬ 
ing by women on the ballot. Of 
the nearly 50 women running for 


Congress in Texas, more than 
half won their primaries outright 
or advanced to runoffs. What’s 
more, at least three of those run¬ 
offs in May will feature women 
going head-to-head, including a 
key race for Democrats in their 
bid to take control of the US. 
House this fall. 

“It’s Trump. It’s Trump,” said 
Veronica Escobar, who won her 
Democratic primary and is now 
poised to become one of the first 
Hispanic women to represent 
Texas in Congress. 

“I’ve spoken to innumerable 
senior citizens, retirees, parents 
of disabled children, people who 
understand what this administra¬ 
tion means to their families. And 
they’re afraid,” she said. 

Not all women fared so well. 
Kathaleen Wall, a Republican 
megadonor in Houston who 
pumped $6 million of her own 



Eric Gay/AP 


Supporters of U.S. Senate hopeful Beto O’Rourke cheer during a Democratic watch party in Austin, 
Texas, following the Texas primary election Tuesday. 


money into her race for Congress, 
failed to survive a crowded nine- 
person field despite outspending 
all other candidates and having 
the backing of Republican Gov. 
Greg Abbott. 

For all the talk of renewed 
Democratic energy heading into 
the 2018 midterms, Texas Repub¬ 
licans also set a new benchmark 
for turnout in a midterm election. 

More than 1.5 million people 
voted Tuesday in the Republican 
primary for US. Senate, won by 
incumbent Ted Cruz. That beats 
the previous record of 1.48 mil¬ 
lion in 2010, during former Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama’s first term. 

Democrats have their sights 
on flipping three GOP-controlled 


congressional seats in Texas 
that backed Hillary Clinton over 
Trump in 2016, including a Hous¬ 
ton district where liberal favor¬ 
ite Laura Moser forced a runoff 
with Lizzie Pannill Fletcher. An¬ 
other is a sprawling district that 
runs along the Texas-Mexico 
border, where Gina Ortiz-Jones 
advanced to a May runoff and an¬ 
other woman, Judy Canales, was 
battling to join her. 

Many women ran in a re¬ 
cord eight open congressional 
races this year in Texas — two 
of which are up for grabs after 
longtime GOP incumbents aban¬ 
doned plans for re-election amid 
scandal. 

For Republicans, the prima¬ 


ry was a vivid exhibition of the 
Trump effect on GOP politics. 
George P. Bush, the Texas land 
commissioner, won a contested 
primary after he cozied-up to a 
president who once called his 
dad, Jeb, a pathetic person. 

Trump won Texas by 9 points in 
2016. It was the smallest margin 
of victory by a Republican presi¬ 
dential candidate in Texas in 20 
years, but Cruz dismissed talk of 
a Democratic takeover this fall. 

“Left-wing rage may raise a 
bunch of money from people on¬ 
line, but I don’t believe it reflects 
the views of a m^ority of Tex¬ 
ans,” he told reporters after win¬ 
ning the nomination. 


White House 
exits spark talk 
of brain drain 

By Zeke Miller 
AND Jonathan Lemire 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President Donald Trump once 
presided over a reality show in which a key cast 
member exited each week. The same thing seems to 
be happening in his White House. 

Trump’s West Wing has descended into a period 
of unparalleled tumult amid a wave of staff depar¬ 
tures — and despite the president’s insistence that 
it’s a place of “no Chaos, only great Energy!” The 
latest key figure to announce an exit is Gary Cohn, 
Trump’s chief economic adviser, who had clashed 
with Trump over trade policy. 

Cohn’s departure has sparked internal fears of an 
even larger exodus, raising concerns in Washington 
of a coming “brain drain” around the president that 
will only make it more difficult to advance his al¬ 
ready languishing policy agenda. While Trump has 
publicly tried to dispel perceptions of disarray, mul¬ 
tiple White House officials said the president has 
been pushing anxious aides to stay on the job to try 
to staunch the bleeding. 

“Everyone wants to work in the White House,” 
Trump insisted during a news conference Tuesday. 
“They all want a piece of the Oval Office.” 

The reality is a far different story. 

Vacancies abound in the West Wing and the 
broader Trump administration — with some jobs 
never filled by the president and others subject to 
repeat openings. The job of White House communi¬ 
cations director is soon to be empty again after the 
departure of its fourth occupant, Hope Hicks. 

“They are left with vacancies atop of vacancies,” 
said Kathryn Dunn-Tenpas, a nonresident senior fel¬ 
low at the Brookings Institution who tracks senior- 
level staff turnover. Her analysis shows the Trump 



Manuel Balce Ceneta/AP 


Chief economic adviser Gary Cohn is leaving the 
White House after breaking with President Donald 
Trump on trade policy. 

departure rate has reached 40 percent in just over 
a year. 

“That kind of turnover creates a lot of disruption,” 
she added, noting the loss of institutional knowledge 
and relationships with agencies and Congress. “You 
can’t really leave those behind to your successor.” 

Turnover after a year in office is nothing new, 
but the Trump administration has churned through 
staff at a dizzying pace, and allies are worried the 
situation could descend into a free-fall. 

One White House official said there is concern 
about a potential “death spiral” in the West Wing 
— each departure heightening the sense of frenzy 
and expediting the next. 

Trump’s mercurial decision-making practices, 
fears of being drawn into special counsel Robert 
Mueller’s probe and a stalled legislative agenda are 
keeping top-flight talent on the outside. 

“Most of all. President Trump hasn’t demonstrat¬ 
ed a scrap of loyalty to current and former staff, and 
everyone knows it,” said Michael Steel, a former 
aide to former Florida Gov. Jeb Bush and former 
House Speaker John Boehner. 

Trump acknowledged that he is a tough boss to 
work for, saying he enjoys watching his closest aides 
fight over policy. 

“I like conflict,” he said Tuesday. 


Trump is not worried 
about midterm meddling 


By Deb Riechmann 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump said Tuesday that 
he’s not worried that Moscow will 
meddle in the upcoming midterm 
elections because the U.S. will 
take steps to prevent it. “Whatev¬ 
er they do, we’ll counteract it very 
strongly,” the president said. 

Top intelligence officials, how¬ 
ever, have said that so far the U.S. 
has responded weakly to Russia’s 
disinformation campaign to sow 
discord in America and raise 
doubts about the integrity of the 
presidential election. 

Trump, who has refrained 
from pointing a finger at Moscow, 
acknowledged that Russia inter¬ 
fered in the presidential election, 
but said it had no impact on the 
U.S. vote tally. “Certainly there 
was meddling and probably there 
was meddling from other coun¬ 
tries and maybe other individu¬ 
als,” he said at a news conference 
with Swedish Prime Minister 
Stefan Ln at the White House. 

Adm. Mike Rogers, the out¬ 
going director of both the U.S. 
Cyber Command and National 
Security Agency, said the U.S. 
response to Russia has not been 
strong enough to change Mos¬ 
cow’s activities. 

Rogers told Congress last week 
that he’s taken steps to respond 
to the threat, but that neither 
Trump nor Defense Secretary 


Jim Mattis has granted him any 
additional authorities to counter 
Russian efforts to sow discord in 
the United States. 

“I believe that President (Vlad¬ 
imir) Putin has clearly come to 
the conclusion that there’s little 
price to pay and that therefore, T 
can continue this activity,”’ Rog¬ 
ers said. “Clearly what we have 
done hasn’t been enough.” 

Questioned about why no new 
sanctions have been issued. Na¬ 
tional Intelligence Director Dan 
Coats said Tuesday that they 
were forthcoming. Treasury Sec¬ 
retary Steven Mnuchin “is going 
to be announcing those within a 
week,” Coats told members of the 
Senate Armed Services Commit¬ 
tee as he testified about world¬ 
wide threats. 

Coats said sanctions are ex¬ 
pected against at least some of 
the 13 Russians accused in an 
indictment of an elaborate plot to 
disrupt the election. 

The federal indictment repre¬ 
sents the most detailed allega¬ 
tions to date of illegal Russian 
meddling during the campaign 
that sent Trump to the White 
House. The criminal charges are 
also the first against Russians be¬ 
lieved to have secretly worked to 
influence the outcome. Putin said 
they didn’t work on behalf of his 
government. 

Coats suggested that sanctions 
could be imposed on additional 
individuals. 
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Administration sues Calif, over sanctuary laws 


By Sadie German 
AND Don Thompson 
Associated Press 

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — U.S. Attorney 
General Jeff Sessions is taking the fight 
over the nation’s immigration policy di¬ 
rectly to California by suing to block state 
laws that extend protections to people liv¬ 
ing in the U.S. illegally. 

He was expected to speak to law en¬ 
forcement officials in the state’s capital 
Wednesday, just hours after the U.S. Jus¬ 
tice Department filed suit — the most 
aggressive move yet in the Trump admin¬ 
istration’s push to force so-called sanctu¬ 
ary cities and states to cooperate with 
immigration authorities. 


The U.S. Justice Department is chal¬ 
lenging three California laws that, among 
other things, bar police from asking people 
about their citizenship status or participat¬ 
ing in federal immigration enforcement 
activities. The suit filed in federal court in 
Sacramento said the laws are unconstitu¬ 
tional and have kept federal agents from 
doing their jobs. 

“The Department of Justice and the 
Trump administration are going to fight 
these unjust, unfair and unconstitutional 
policies that have been imposed on you,” 
Sessions said in prepared remarks. “I be¬ 
lieve that we are going to win.” 

California officials remained defiant, 
with Democratic Gov. Jerry Brown mim¬ 
icking President Donald Trump on Twit¬ 


ter as he criticized Sessions for coming to 
Sacramento “to further divide and polar¬ 
ize America. Jeff, these political stunts 
may be the norm in Washington, but they 
don’t work here. SAD!!!” 

Brown is named in the lawsuit along 
with Democratic Attorney General Xavier 
Becerra, who said the state is on firm legal 
footing. 

The lawsuit is the latest salvo in an 
escalating feud between the Trump ad¬ 
ministration and California, which has re¬ 
sisted the president on issues from taxes to 
marijuana policy and defiantly refuses to 
help federal agents detain and deport im¬ 
migrants. U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement has said it will increase its 
presence in California, and Sessions wants 


to cut off funding to jurisdictions that won’t 
cooperate. 

Sessions, who has blamed sanctuary city 
policies for crime and gang violence, was 
scheduled to speak Wednesday to groups 
representing police chiefs, sheriffs, district 
attorneys, narcotics investigators and the 
California Highway Patrol. Only the Cali¬ 
fornia State Sheriffs’ Association actively 
opposed the so-called sanctuary law. 

Becerra, who is up for election in No¬ 
vember, said sanctuary policies increase 
public safety by promoting trust between 
immigrant communities and law enforce¬ 
ment while allowing police resources to be 
used to fight other crimes. 

“We’re in the business of public safety, 
not deportation,” he said. 



Matt Sayles/AP 


Stormy Daniels, whose real name is Stephanie Clifford, is suing 
President Donald Trump and wants a California judge to invalidate a 
nondisclosure agreement she signed. 


Porn star sues to clarify 
record on Trump affair 


By Michael Balsamo 
AND Catherine Lucey 
Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — A porn star 
who has said she had sex with 
Donald Trump filed a lawsuit 
seeking to invalidate a nondis¬ 
closure agreement and “set the 
record straight,” her lawyer said 
Wednesday. 

Adult film actress Stormy Dan¬ 
iels, whose real name is Stepha¬ 
nie Clifford, filed a lawsuit in Los 
Angeles County Superior Court 
on Tuesday. She alleges that the 
agreement she signed days be¬ 
fore the 2016 presidential elec¬ 
tion, which prevented her from 
discussing the alleged sexual en¬ 
counters, is “null and void and of 
no consequence” because Trump 
didn’t personally sign it. 

Her lawyer, Michael Avenatti, 
said on morning news shows 
Wednesday that she wants “to 
set the record straight.” He said 
on NBC there was “no question” 
Trump knew about the agree¬ 
ment, though he did not offer any 
proof. 

Clifford alleges that she began 
an “intimate relationship” with 
Trump in 2006 and that it con¬ 


tinued “well into the year 2007,” 
according to the lawsuit. She said 
the relationship included encoun¬ 
ters in Lake Tahoe, New, and Bev¬ 
erly Hills, Calif. Trump married 
his current wife, Melania Trump, 
in 2005. 

Clifford claims she had sex with 
Trump once and then carried on 
a subsequent yearslong platonic 
relationship. 

Previously, through a lawyer, 
Clifford denied the two had an 
affair, but Avenatti said Wednes¬ 
day that was to meet the terms 
of the nondisclosure agreement. 
Trump’s attorney Michael Cohen 
has denied there was ever an 
affair. Cohen has said he paid 
the porn actress $130,000 out 
of his own pocket as part of the 
agreement. 

The lawsuit charges that the Oct. 
28, 2016 “hush agreement” is le¬ 
gally invalid because it was signed 
only by Clifford and Cohen. 

Clifford alleges that as recently 
as last week, Trump’s attorney 
tried to initiate an arbitration 
proceeding against her. 

Neither Cohen nor the White 
House immediately responded to 
requests for comment Tuesday 
evening. 


More warnings come about tariffs 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Warning of 
economic fallout, congressional 
Republicans and industry groups 
pressed President Donald Trump 
to narrow his plan for across-the- 
board tariffs on imports of steel 
and aluminum. Trump appeared 
unmoved, declaring, “Trade wars 
aren’t so bad.” 

The president said he planned to 
move forward with special tariffs 
on imported steel and aluminum, 
contending the U.S. has long been 
“mistreated” in trade deals. 

“We’re doing tariffs on steel. We 
cannot lose our steel industry. It’s 
a fraction of what it once was. And 
we can’t lose our aluminum indus- 
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try,” Trump said Tuesday during a 
joint news conference with Swedish 
Prime Minister Stefan Lofven. 

Hours later. White House eco¬ 
nomic adviser Gary Cohn, who has 
opposed the tariffs, announced his 
plans to depart the White House. 

The president reaffirmed the 
possibility that Canada and Mexico 
might not face the tariffs if they 
are willing to offer more favorable 
terms under the North American 
Free Agreement, which is being 
renegotiated. 

Senior White House adviser 
Jared Kushner and staff from the 
State Department and National 
Security Council were to meet 
with Mexico’s president and for¬ 


eign minister in Mexico City on 
Wednesday. 

Republicans in Congress and 
within Trump’s administration say 
industries and their workers who 
need steel and aluminum for their 
products would be hurt by Trump’s 
threatened tariffs. They say Ameri¬ 
cans will face higher costs for new 
cars, appliances and buildings if 
the president follows through on his 
threat and other nations retaliate. 

Trump has said the tariffs are 
needed to preserve the American 
industries and protect national se¬ 
curity. But he has also tried to use 
them as leverage in the current 
talks to revise NAFTA. 
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Nashville mayor 
resigns over 
theft and affair 


By Jonathan Mattise 
Associated Press 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Mayor 
Megan Barry, a one-time rising 
star in the Democratic Party with 
big plans to remake Nashville, 
resigned Tuesday after pleading 
guilty to cheating the city out of 
thousands of dollars to carry on 
an affair with her bodyguard. 

The resignation marked a swift 
fall for Barry, who stunned the 
city in late January when she 
confessed to an extramarital re¬ 
lationship with the former head of 
her security detail. 

“While my time today as your 
mayor concludes, my unwavering 
love and sincere affection for this 
wonderful city and its great peo¬ 
ple will never come to an end,” 
Barry said at a news conference 
shortly after appearing before a 
judge. She did not take questions. 

Barry, 54, and her former body¬ 
guard, police Sgt. Robert Forrest, 
separately pleaded guilty to felo¬ 
ny theft. Barry’s resignation was 
part of a plea bargain with prose¬ 
cutors. She and Forrest were sen¬ 
tenced to three years’ probation. 

Barry also agreed to reimburse 
the city $11,000, while Forrest 
will return $45,000 that authori¬ 
ties said was paid to him in sal¬ 


ary or overtime when he was not 
actually performing his duties as 
security chief 

A state investigation into the 
matter was closed after the plea 
deal, essentially ending the case. 

In court, Barry didn’t say how 
she stole money from the city, 
but investigators have said they 
believe she engaged in the affair 
while she was on city-paid trips 
and Forrest was on the clock. The 
district attorney’s office later said 
the money Barry paid was for 
Forrest’s travel expenses while 
he was on personal time. 

Authorities found two nude or 
partially nude photos of a woman 
that were taken by Forrest’s 
phone while he was on duty. The 
photos were shot last May and Oc¬ 
tober, on days that Barry’s travel 
schedule shows she was on trips 
to Washington. 

The Tennessee Bureau of In¬ 
vestigation did not identify the 
woman in the pictures, and Barry 
has said that if the photos are of 
her, they were taken without her 
knowledge. 

Vice Mayor David Briley, a fel¬ 
low Democrat, was sworn in Tues¬ 
day afternoon. His first words 
were, “I need some coffee.” 

A special election to choose a 
new mayor will be held Aug. 2. 



Mark Humphrey/AP 


Nashville, Tenn., Mayor Megan Barry announces her resignation 
Tuesday after admitting she had an extramarital affair with her lead 
bodyguard and pleading guilty to a felony theft charge. 


Man admits he 
killed 4 in what 
he called a ‘jihad’ 


Associated Press 

NEWARK, N.J. — A man who 
said he was on a “jihad” to avenge 
U.S. policy in the Middle East 
made a surprise guilty plea Tues¬ 
day to killing a college student in 
New Jersey and confessed to kill¬ 
ing three other people in Wash¬ 
ington state in a crime binge 
that took investigators weeks to 
connect. 

Ali Muhammad Brown, 34, a 
former Seattle resident, admitted 
shooting Brendan Tevlin, 19, in 
late June 2014 as Tevlin sat at a 
traffic light in West Orange, a few 
miles from Newark. 

He also took responsibility for 
fatally shooting Dwone Ander¬ 
son-Young, 23, and Ahmed Said, 
27, earlier that month in Seattle 
after they left a gay nightclub, 
and for the deadly shooting of 
Leroy Henderson, 30, in the Seat¬ 
tle suburb of Skyway in April the 


same year. Brown said he killed 
the two in Seattle because he be¬ 
lieved they were gay. 

Brown pleaded guilty to mul¬ 
tiple charges, including murder, 
robbery and terrorism. He was 
the first person charged with ter¬ 
rorism connected to a homicide 
under a New Jersey law. He has 
yet to make a plea in the Wash¬ 
ington cases. 

In his statement to the court. 
Brown expressed remorse, tell¬ 
ing the judge, “The mistake that 
I made is I thought I was fighting 
jihad,” according to NJ.com. 

The plea came as jury selection 
was underway for his trial. No 
deal was offered to Brown, who is 
expected to be sentenced in May 
to life without parole. Assistant 
Essex County Prosecutor Jamel 
Semper said. 

“It appeared he wanted to make 
himself something of a martyr,” 
Semper said. “He is not. He is just 



Patti Sapone, N.J. Advance Media/AP 


Ali Muhammad Brown, of 
Seattle, pleaded guilty Tuesday 
to multiple counts including 
murder, robbery and terrorism. 

an invented killer who destroyed 
lives and hurt families. 

The killings “were part of an 
overarching plan to kill Ameri¬ 
cans” in retaliation for what 
Brown contended were “millions 
of lives” the U.S. had taken in the 
Middle East, Semper said. 


Tillerson to Africa on a 
damage control mission 

WASHINGTON — As far as 
Africa’s concerned, U.S. Secre¬ 
tary of State Rex Tillerson and 
the Trump administration have 
some explaining to do. 

President Donald Trump’s de¬ 
scription of “shithole countries” 
in January was greeted with a 
mix of horror and outrage in Afri¬ 
ca, where many don’t know what 
to think about the U.S. president 
— or what he thinks of them. He’s 
rarely spoken about priorities for 
the continent, which garnered 
a mere seven paragraphs on the 
very last pages of Trump’s Na¬ 
tional Security Strategy. 

It falls to Tillerson to mend the 
damage as he travels to the con¬ 
tinent on Tuesday, becoming the 
most senior U.S. official to set foot 
there since Trump took office 
more than a year ago. 

Tillerson, in a speech laying 
out the administration’s Africa 
policy, said the continent’s rapid 
economic growth and fast-rising 
populations mean its future is in¬ 
creasingly linked to America’s. 

He will spend about a week on 
the continent, visiting Nigeria, 
Chad and Djibouti, which houses 
the only permanent U.S. military 
base in Africa. 

From the Associated Press 


Dems’ plan 
trims tax cuts 
to pay $1T for 
infrastructure 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — For Senate 
Democrats, voting against the Re¬ 
publican tax cuts that President 
Donald Trump signed into law 
wasn’t opposition enough. Now they 
have a plan to reverse some of the 
tax breaks for corporations and the 
wealthiest Americans and put the 
money instead toward a $1 trillion 
infrastructure package. 

The proposal, being unveiled 
Wednesday, is more campaign 
theme than actual legislative agen¬ 
da since Republicans hold the ma¬ 
jority in Congress. But it stands as 
an alternative to Trump’s approach 
to both taxes and spending as his 
infrastructure blueprint has stalled 
on Capitol Hill. 

“The bottom line is very simple,” 
Senate Minority Leader Chuck 
Schumer, D-N.Y., told The Asso¬ 
ciated Press. “The vast majority 
of Americans would much prefer 
new, 21st-century infrastructure 
than tax breaks for the wealthiest 
of people.” 

Republicans are counting on the 
new tax law to boost their stand¬ 
ing with voters ahead of what is 
expected to be a grueling midterm 
election that could threaten their 
hold on the majority. 

It’s their chief legislative accom¬ 
plishment since Trump became 
president, and Congress has not 
announced plans to consider the 
president’s infrastructure plan. 

Americans had initially been 
cool to the $1.5 trillion GOP tax 
cut bill, which Republicans say will 
pay for itself with economic growth 
and Democrats warn will pile onto 
deficits. But it has gained favor 
since becoming law late last year. 
Some workers are seeing increased 
take-home pay, and some compa¬ 
nies have granted bonuses or wage 
increases. 

Trump’s infrastructure proposal 
has seen less interest in Congress. 
It relies mostly on private and local 
government funding, with about 
$200 billion in federal investment. 

Democrats warn that the pres¬ 
ident’s proposal would result in 
“Trump tolls” to pay for new roads, 
bridges and other infrastructure 
across the nation. 

Democrats would generate rev¬ 
enue for their $1,022 trillion infra¬ 
structure plan by reversing some 
of the tax cuts. 

They would reinstate the top in¬ 
come tax rate of 39.6 percent on the 
highest-earning households, cou¬ 
ples earning more than $600,000 a 
year, up from 37 percent under the 
GOP tax cuts bill. 

The corporate rate, which was 
slashed from 35 percent to 21 per¬ 
cent under the GOP plan, would 
climb back to 25 percent under the 
Democratic proposal. 

Among other changes, the Dem¬ 
ocrats would restore the estate tax 
exemption at $11 million for cou¬ 
ples, rather than double that, as be¬ 
came law under the GOP bill, and 
revive the alternative minimum 
tax. It would also eliminate the so- 
called carried interest loophole, 
which was left in place in the GOP 
bill and allows some investment 
managers to have their income 
taxed at lower rates. 
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'Destiny will decide what happens next' 



Photos by Erika P. RooRiouEz/For The Washington Post 


Workers next to the La Plata River tiy to restore power in Comerio, a town in the mountainous area of 
Puerto Rico that is stiil mostly without power five months after Hurricane Maria ravaged the island. 


Exodus grows 
as Puerto Rico 
struggles after 
Hurricane Maria 

By Arelis R. Hernandez 

The Washington Post 

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico 
here have been three 
muses in Ramoncito “El 
Andino” Rodriguez’s 
life: love, lament and la 
isla, Puerto Rico. 

The founder of one of the old¬ 
est musical acts here, Rodriguez 
croons boleros and lyrical an¬ 
thems that at times quicken the 
heart and at others create a day- 
dreamy lull. Many of them are 
homages to his motherland, love 
songs to this Caribbean island. It 
was a place he never wanted to 
leave. 

But leave, he did. 

Rodriguez reluctantly aban¬ 
doned Puerto Rico after several 
feet of floodwater spilled into his 
home during Hurricane Maria in 
September, destroying his instru¬ 
ments, albums and handwritten 
compositions. The 78-year-old 
joined hundreds of thousands 
of other islanders who boarded 
flights in the months since the 
hurricane, creating a growing 
diaspora that, as time passes, is 
increasingly unlikely to return. 
Rodriguez and his wife, like so 
many others, picked Florida, and 
their sojourn was supposed to be 
temporary. 

They didn’t expect stability 
back home to be so elusive for so 
long. 

“I’m still here,” Rodriguez said 
with a sigh from his niece’s house 
in Homestead, Fla., in mid-Feb¬ 
ruary. “Destiny will decide what 
happens next.” 

Even before Maria strafed the 
region, a record number of Puer¬ 
to Ricans were realizing that the 
declining island might be where 
their heart is but cannot be where 
their feet stay. 

Nearly 500,000 people left 
Puerto Rico for the mainland dur¬ 
ing the past decade, according to 
the Pew Research Center, push¬ 
ing the stateside Puerto Rican 
population past the number living 
on the island last year — an esti¬ 
mated 3.3 million. 

The government of Puerto 
Rico’s guess is that by the end 
of 2018, 200,000 more residents 
will have left the U.S. territory 
for good. It would mean another 
drop of more than 5 percent in the 
island’s population. 

Experts say the storm and its 
widespread devastation undoubt¬ 
edly has sped up the pace of mi¬ 
gration as residents have dealt 
with extended power outages, 
communication lapses, infra¬ 
structure failures and, in some 
cases, isolation. What already was 
the largest exodus in the island’s 
history now includes people flee¬ 
ing in droves simply to achieve 
some sense of normalcy. 



Musician Ramoncito “El Andino” 
Rodriguez, 78, is back in his 
home in Levittown, Puerto Rico. 


Nearly 58,000 homes here have 
roofs made of blue tarp while they 
await federal assistance; more 
than 437,000 residents — about 
2 in every 5 who applied so far 
— have received money from the 
Federal Emergency Management 
Agency for home repairs. 

For many, the future feels 
ominous. 

Victor Dominguez set a June 
deadline for his island. If Puerto 
Rico doesn’t get the lights back on 
and move the economy, the mort¬ 
gage banker will take his family 
elsewhere. 

“I am very attached to my is¬ 
land, and my preference is to stay 
here, but I have to think what’s best 
for my son,” the 39-year-old said. 


“I’m in a moment in which I have 
to be very observant about what’s 
happening and be flexible.” 

Immediately after the storm, 
Dominguez sent his family to the 
States for two weeks while he con¬ 
tinued working and taking care of 
their home. When schools in Flor¬ 
ida announced that they would 
take in Puerto Rican students, he 
and his wife considered enroll¬ 
ing their 10-year-old. But as long 
as he had a job on the island, the 
family decided to work and wait 
it out. Many of his colleagues and 
neighbors did not. 

Jose Luis Rodriguez, 53, spends 
his nights in a wind-damaged 
wooden home pressed against a 
steep hillside in Comerio, in cen¬ 
tral Puerto Rico. The mosquitoes 
are relentless, but the loneliness 
is what stings; he lives by him¬ 
self in a barrio where most of the 
residents rely on government as¬ 
sistance, and half of the homes 
are now vacant because of the 
hurricane. 

The La Plata river that runs 
through the town swelled by more 
than 60 feet, inundating hun¬ 
dreds of homes, including that of 
Rodriguez’s daughter, 24. Hav¬ 
ing lost everything, she joined 
her twin sister on the mainland, 
leaving behind their father, who is 
struggling. 

“They are the only thing I 
have,” Rodriguez said. “If I could, 
I would be there. My daughter 
said she would come back, but she 
doesn’t have a place to live.” 

‘Pretty tough here' 

Puerto Ricans have moved 
back and forth between the island 
and the mainland for more than a 
century, after they received U.S. 
citizenship in 1917. The circular 
migration is a fundamental part 
of the Puerto Rican experience, 
immortalized in the island’s art 
and music, because moving from 
the territory is as easy as moving 



Carla Lopez, 33, and her family 
returned to Puerto Rico from 
Florida to reopen their business. 


between states. 

The difference between the past 
decade’s migration and that of 
previous generations is the char¬ 
acter, size and speed with which it 
threatens to change Puerto Rico’s 
economic and social future. 

Migrants are looking for the 
things they can’t find on the is¬ 
land: jobs and stability. Puerto Ri¬ 
co’s teens and young adults don’t 
know what kinds of opportunities 
will be available to them as the 
economic depression deepens. 

Hector Camacho, 24, has tried 
to secure a job as a high school 
literature teacher for more than 
a year since graduating from the 
University of Puerto Rico. He 
now sends resumes to places such 


as Wyoming and Washington, 
D.C., hoping for an answer. 

“Will I have a roof tomorrow? 
That’s the worry I have,” said Ca¬ 
macho, who is waiting tables here 
at a newly opened restaurant and 
arcade. “I also have loans to pay. 
It’s been pretty tough here.” 

Camacho and his friend, Chris¬ 
topher Rosario — who left the 
island a year ago and joined the 
U.S. Army — were talking out¬ 
side a laundromat near the uni¬ 
versity campus in San Juan last 
week when the power went out 
for the second time in 24 hours. 
Both grew up in Utuado, one of 
the hardest-hit regions of the is¬ 
land in the central mountains, 
and what they saw there killed 
any lingering hope. 

“You try to see the bright side, 
but it’s too dim to see anything 
good,” Camacho said. “I’m done. 
Once I get a chance. I’m out.” 

‘Puerto Rico Pa’Lante’ 

Despite the outlook, some 
Puerto Ricans who left imme¬ 
diately after the hurricane have 
returned to their homes and busi¬ 
nesses, trying to salvage the lives 
they had here. 

Carla Lopez was almost cer¬ 
tain she would have to relocate 
her pop-up retail incubator, San- 
turce Pop, to central Florida in 
the days after the hurricane. She 
and her husband own a building 
in San Juan that provides afford¬ 
able space to local entrepreneurs 
to build their small businesses, 
most of which specialize in local¬ 
ly sourced products and services. 

Lopez, 33, took her two young 
children to Orlando, Fla., and 
began making arrangements with 
the local Chamber of Commerce 
to move her business there. But 
while she was shopping at a farm¬ 
ers market, she realized her heart 
was still in Puerto Rico. 

“What am I doing here?” she 
said. “I felt bad being there know¬ 
ing what was happening back 
home.” 

She and her husband decided 
to return to San Juan and give the 
business six months to see if they 
could rebound. Although they 
lost about half of their clients, the 
couple reasoned that there was 
an opportunity to find new cus¬ 
tomers because many entrepre¬ 
neurs lost their storefronts or are 
unable to pay high rent. Since the 
storm, they have opened a second 
location in metro San Juan. 

“We have a social responsibility 
to provide this space,” Lopez said. 
“This is ours, this is our baby, and 
if we don’t fight for it, who will?” 

That’s a decision over which, 
Rodriguez, the musician, ago¬ 
nized. He, too, chose to return to 
the island, arriving Thursday to 
his waterlogged home, carrying 
his binder of crinkled composi¬ 
tions. Among them is a song he 
wrote during his time in Florida. 

“It’s called ‘Puerto Rico 
Pa’Lante,”’ said the crooner, 
smiling beneath the brim of his 
Panama hat, explaining that the 
title means that the common¬ 
wealth is moving forward. “The 
island beckoned me back.” 
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Ongoing aftershocks cause 
distress in Papua New Guinea 


By Nick Perry 

Associated Press 

WELLINGTON, New Zealand 
— A powerful earthquake that 
struck Papua New Guinea last 
week has left at least 55 people 
dead, and authorities fear the 
toll could exceed 100 as survi¬ 
vors faced more shaking early 
Wednesday from the strongest 
aftershock so far. 

Southern Highlands Governor 
William Powi said people were 
feeling traumatized from the di¬ 
saster and ongoing aftershocks. 
The latest large temblor was a 
magnitude 6.7 quake that struck 
just after midnight Tuesday. 

It was the strongest shake since 
the Feb. 26 deadly magnitude 7.5 
quake that destroyed homes, trig¬ 
gered landslides and halted work 
at four oil and gas fields. 

The central region where last 


week’s quake struck is remote and 
undeveloped, and assessments 
about the scale of the damage and 
injuries have been slow to filter 
out. Powi said he didn’t know if 
the latest aftershock had caused 
more injuries or damage, but he 
said it had added to the distress 
people were feehng. 

“It is beyond the capacity of the 
provincial government to cope 
with the magnitude of destruction 
and devastation,” he said. “Our 
people are traumatized and find¬ 
ing it difficult to cope.” 

Powi said provincial authori¬ 
ties were trying to prioritize the 
greatest needs by getting people 
with severe injuries to medi¬ 
cal centers and providing water 
and medicine. He said help from 
abroad and from local aid agen¬ 
cies was slowly coming in. “It’s a 
mammoth task. Most of the feeder 


roads are washed away or covered 
with landslips,” he said. 

Powi said 39 people died in 
his province after families were 
crushed by their collapsing homes 
or buried by landslides during last 
week’s earthquake. He said death 
reports were still coming in from 
remote places, and he feared the 
death toll would rise to over 100. 

A spokeswoman at the National 
Disaster Centre said the official 
death toll is currently estimated 
at between 55 and 75. 

The U.S. Geological Survey said 
Wednesday’s quake was centered 
70 miles southwest of Porgera at 
a shallow depth of 6 miles. Ten 
aftershocks in the hours since 
ranged between magnitude 4.7 
and 5.2. 

Papua New Guinea is on the 
eastern half of the island of New 
Guinea, to the east of Indonesia. 


Actress Ivana 
Kovacevic, 
center second 
from right, 
plays Slobodan 
Milosevic’s 
wife in the 
musical “Lift: 
Slobodan 
Show” 
about the 
late Serbian 
strongman. 
The show 
premiered 
Tuesday 
outside 
Pristina, 
Kosovo. 


ViSAR Kryeziu/AP 



Milosevic musical opens to mixed 
response outside Kosovo capital 


Associated Press 

GRACANICA, Kosovo — A musical about the late 
Serbian leader Slobodan Milosevic was staged in 
Kosovo on Tuesday, drawing strong emotions in the 
nation still reeling from a bloody war that the for¬ 
mer strongman waged here 20 years ago. 

“Lift: Slobodan Show” premiered at a packed the¬ 
ater in Gracanica, a Serb-populated town outside 
Kosovo’s capital, Pristina. It was performed by a 
local theater group and artists from Serbia. 

Kosovo’s ethnic Albanian majority shunned the 
play, reflecting the continued ethnic divisions in 
the former Serbian province that declared inde¬ 
pendence in 2008. Milosevic’s brutal crackdown 
on Kosovo’s separatist ethnic Albanians in 1998-99 
killed some 10,000 people. 

Independent analyst Shkelzen Maliqi wrote in the 
newspaper Express: “I do not intend to see the show. 
I would not like to listen to the text with quotes from 
Slobo.” 

The play deals with Milosevic’s era in power as 
well as the lives of ordinary people in Kosovo. It 
combines historic events, personal moments be¬ 


tween Milosevic and his wife, Mirjana Markovic, 
and real-life stories of the actors, most of whom 
come from Kosovo. 

Focused on the late 1990s during the bloodshed 
in Kosovo, the play also relates to the period after 
Milosevic’s ouster in a popular revolution in 2000 
and his subsequent U.N. war crimes trial. 

Director Nenad Todorovic, a Serb from Kosovo, 
explained that “the theme (of the play) is Milosevic 
because he is the last Serbian taboo.” 

Milosevic is widely seen as the main architect 
of the bloody Balkan conflicts, but Serbs in both 
Kosovo and Serbia remain divided over his historic 
role even though his rule brought sharp economic 
decline, international sanctions and a crackdown on 
political opponents. 

Spiced with humor and music performed by a 
choir, the Milosevic play drew laughter from many 
in the audience with details from Milosevic’s family 
life, but it also angered some who walked out before 
it ended. Those who stayed gave it long applause. 

Milosevic died in 2006 while on a genocide trial at 
the tribunal in The Hague, Netherlands. 



Rukmal Gamage/AP 


Police officers stand guard Wednesday in Ambatenna, in central Sri 
Lanka. Sri Lanka’s president declared a state of emergency Tuesday. 


Buddhist mobs in 
Sri Lanka burn 
Muslim homes 


By Bharatha Mallawarachi 
Associated Press 

MULLEGAMA, Sri Lanka 
— Religious violence flared anew 
in the hills of central Sri Lanka 
on Wednesday despite a state of 
emergency, with Buddhist mobs 
sweeping through towns and vil¬ 
lages, burning Muslim homes and 
businesses and leaving victims 
barricaded inside mosques. 

The government ordered popu¬ 
lar social media networks blocked 
in an attempt to stop the violence 
from spreading, and thousands 
of pohce and soldiers spread out 
across the worst-hit areas. 

The police also ordered a cur¬ 
few across much of the region for 
a third straight day, trying to calm 
the situation. 

Hundreds of Muslim residents 
of Mullegama, a village in the hills 
of central Sri Lanka, barricaded 
themselves inside a local mosque 
after Buddhist mobs attacked 
their homes Wednesday morning 
accusing them of steahng the do¬ 
nation box of a nearby temple. At 
least 20 Muslim homes appeared 
badly damaged, and flames en¬ 


gulfed one two-story home. 

One Sinhala Buddhist man who 
was part of the attack died in an 
explosion and another man was 
injured, police guarding the area 
said. A local Buddhist man said 
the Muslims were using impro¬ 
vised explosives, which the men in 
the mosque denied. 

In the nearby small town of 
Katugastota, Ikram Mohamed, a 
Muslim, stood outside the wreck¬ 
age of the textile shop where he 
worked, after Sinhalese Bud¬ 
dhist mobs set it on fire. He and 
the owner had closed the shop 
Wednesday morning when police 
announced the curfew. 

“There are many good Sinha¬ 
lese people,” he said. “This is being 
done by a few jealous people.” 

Muslims own many of the small 
businesses in Sri Lanka, a fact that 
many believe has helped make 
them targets as Buddhist-Muslim 
relations have worsened in recent 
years amid the rise of hard-hne 
Buddhist groups, which accuse 
Muslims of forcing people to con¬ 
vert and destroying sacred Bud¬ 
dhist sites. 


Britain mulls response to 
illness of ex-Russian spy 


Associated Press 

LONDON — Britain will re¬ 
spond to evidence — not rumor 
— in the mysterious illness of a 
former Russian spy and his daugh¬ 
ter who were found slumped on a 
public bench in southern England, 
the minister responsible for public 
safety said Wednesday. 

Amid speculation about who is 
behind the suspected poisoning. 
Home Secretary Amber Rudd 
chaired a meeting of the govern¬ 
ment’s emergency committee to 
consider a response. Counterter¬ 
rorism pohce are investigating the 
case of Sergei Skripal, 66, and his 


daughter, Yulia, 33, who are both 
hospitalized in critical condition. 

“We need to keep a cool head 
and make sure we collect all the 
evidence we can,” Rudd said. “We 
need to make sure we respond not 
to rumor but to all the evidence 
that they collect. And then we need 
to decide what action to take.” 

Her comments came as Mos¬ 
cow said the case was being used 
to fuel an “anti-Russian cam¬ 
paign” and further strain ties with 
Britain. 

Skripal, a former colonel in 
Russia’s GRU military intelligence 
service, was convicted in 2006 of 
spying for Britain and imprisoned. 
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Storm ruins 7K flags 
used in annual display 

m PROVIDENCE — More 
than 7,000 American 
flags used in an annual Memo¬ 
rial Day display in Rhode Island 
were destroyed by rain from last 
week’s nor’easter. 

The nonprofit group Operation 
Stand Down Rhode Island told 
WJAR-TV the flags were worth 
about $4,000. They were dam¬ 
aged by water that leaked into the 
garage where they were being 
stored. 

The flags are used in the 
group’s “Boots on the Ground for 
Heroes Memorial” that honors 
servicemembers killed in action. 

The group is hoping the public 
will donate new flags or money to 
buy replacements as they prepare 
for this year’s display. 

Woman tries to open 
door during flight 

m BOISE — Authorities 
said a woman was taken 
into custody after she attempted 
to open an aircraft door during 
a flight from San Francisco to 
Boise, Idaho. 

The Idaho Statesman reported 
that Boise police took the woman 
into custody after SkyWest flight 
5449 landed Monday morning. 

Boise Airport officials said they 
contacted police after flight op¬ 
erators reported an “unruly pas¬ 
senger.” SkyWest officials said 
the passenger was restrained on 
the flight, and police met the air¬ 
craft at the gate. All passengers 
safely left the plane. 

City using dry ice to 
reduce rat population 

ly Y NEW YORK — New 
1 York City is using dry 
ice to reduce its rat population. 

The Daily News said the pro¬ 
gram is in effect citywide after a 
successful 2016 pilot and the En¬ 
vironmental Protection Agency’s 
approval of frozen carbon dioxide 
to kill rats. 

The health department’s pest 
control director, Ricky Simeone, 
said dry ice is effective on rats 
but doesn’t harm birds of prey. 

On Monday, exterminators bur¬ 
ied smoking dry ice in burrows in 
a park flower bed. The rats are 
trapped inside, suffocate and die 
within minutes. Some rats may 
escape, so an area is typically 
treated three times. 

Man forces son to run 
to school in the rain 

W A ROANOKE — A father 
wA% in Virginia who said 
his son was kicked off the bus for 
three days for bullying made him 
run to school instead in the rain. 

Bryan Thornhill’s Facebook 
Live video, recorded while driv¬ 
ing behind his son, picked up more 
than 1.6 million views. Thornhill 
said they joke that the boy will 
either be fast or obedient, but “so 
far, we’re working on fast.” 

Thornhill also shared video of 
his son’s second and third morn¬ 
ing jogs, along with parenting 
advice. “If you get your panties 
in a wad seeing a kid jog, well, I 
feel sorry for you.” he said. “You 
probably need a lap or two.” 


THE CENSUS 

^1^ gm H m The approximate amount of the Uber fare owed by a New Jersey man who got drunk in West 

^ Virginia and mistakenly hailed a ride back to his home state. Kenny Bachman, who lives in 

B M B AA Gloucester County, drunkenly ordered the ride believing it would taking him back to where he 
" was staying near West Virginia University. He fell asleep in the car and later awoke two hours 
into the 300-mile journey, having no idea where he was going initially. The trip was made more 
expensive because Bachman gave the driver money for tolls and ordered an UberXL, which can hold up to six passengers. 
He said he unsuccessfully challenged the fare with Uber, which previously confirmed that the ride occurred. NJ.com reported 
that Bachman is seeking donations via GoFundMe. 






Nor'easter brings big 
surf to South Florida 


Above: Fisherman go bait fishing at South inlet Park 
beach in Boca Raton, Fla., on Monday. The powerful 
storm that battered the Northeast pushed swells and 
cool temperatures toward South Florida, according 
to the National Weather Service. Left: A surfer takes 
advantage of the big waves. 



Susan Stocker, South Florida Sun-Sentinel/AP 


Official apologizes for 
basketball game rout 

AA A EAST BRIDGEWA- 
I w TER — A Massachu¬ 

setts school superintendent has 
issued an apology after her high 
school basketball team beat an¬ 
other team during a playoff game 
by 86 points. 

The East Bridgewater Lady Vi¬ 
kings met the Madison Park Vo¬ 
cational High School Cardinals at 
the Division III South Sectional 
playoff game. East Bridgewater 
ended the game with the final 
score of 93-7. 

East Bridgewater Superinten¬ 
dent Elizabeth Legault called the 
game an “unfortunate situation” 
last week, saying it is not a reflec¬ 
tion of their student body or ath¬ 
letic program. 

Sneezing driver causes 
crash that cuts power 

|Ai| p CASCO — The driver 
I w I b of a truck that rolled 


over into a power line and cut 
power to most of a Maine region 
said a sneeze caused the crash. 

Casco police said the unidenti¬ 
fied driver told them he was driv¬ 
ing in Casco when he sneezed and 
lost control of his truck. 

WGME-TV reported that the 
truck crashed and rolled over 
onto a utility pole, causing near¬ 
ly 2,000 homes to lose power 
throughout Casco, Raymond and 
Naples. 

The driver was not seriously 
hurt. 

Photographer, nude 
model plead guilty 

nj| MONROEVILLE — A 
woman who posed nude 
at a suburban strip mall in Penn¬ 
sylvania last year and the man 
who photographed her have plead¬ 
ed guilty to disorderly conduct. 

Court documents show Chelsea 
Guerra, 22, and Michael Wamock, 
64, each entered their pleas Mon¬ 
day and were ordered to pay a 
$300 fine. 


Police said Guerra wore noth¬ 
ing but thigh-high stockings and 
high-heel shoes while posing in 
front of businesses at Miracle 
Mile shopping Center in Pitts¬ 
burgh in April 2017. Guerra later 
told WTAE-TV she did not mean 
to offend anyone. 

Church hands out 
cars to draw members 

Ml^ COLUMBIA — A 
I w I mJ Maryland church has 
given away cars to a handful of 
parishioners. The pastor said the 
free vehicles were used to demon¬ 
strate God’s goodness — but also 
to attract members. 

The Washington Post reported 
that Destiny Church in Columbia 
handed out five cars on Sunday. 
The free cars were the church’s 
idea for increasing attendance at 
its new location. It was the first 
Sunday at a building in a strip 
mall. 

Pastor Stephen Chandler said 
the predominantly black church 
normally draws up to 1,100 at¬ 


tendees. Last week, the church 
gave away 2,250 tickets in ad¬ 
vance for three services. The 
church then added a fourth ser¬ 
vice, which meant it had to buy 
another car to give away. 

Apples believed extinct 
have been rediscovered 

m LEWISTON — Five 
types of apples, once 
thought to be extinct, have been 
rediscovered in northern Idaho 
and eastern Washington. 

The Lewiston Tribune newspa¬ 
per reported Monday that “apple 
detective” David Benscoter locat¬ 
ed the trees growing near Steptoe 
Butte on the rolhng hills of the 
Palouse. 

Benscoter worked with apple 
experts at the Temperate Orchard 
Conservancy in Oregon and Fedco 
Seeds in Maine to get positive 
identifications on the fruit. The 
apples were compared to written 
descriptions from old books and 
antique watercolor paintings. 

From wire reports 
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Familiar face 


Newsday: Leonard is quite an offbeat charac¬ 
ter. What interested you about him initially? 

Michael K. Williams: I’ll be honest, the first thing 
was it was my first opportunity to lead a show. The 
second was the writing, I loved the world it lived 
in, and Leonard seemed like a walking contradic¬ 
tion, all these things that didn’t match. The fact 
he’s black. Republican, openly gay, his best friend 
is a hetero hippie white man. I’d never heard of a 
world like that. 

You’re a guy from Brooklyn, and the series 
takes place in the South. Did you learn anything 
about the region from being in the show? 

My father is from the South, and I have visited my 
family in South Carolina. What I had to be remind¬ 
ed of is how deep racism ran, how deeply embed¬ 
ded it was in the South, and how much people hated 
Hap and Leonard based on their relationship. 

This year of the series seems especially time¬ 
ly, since it involves Hap and Leonard dealing with 
a group of white supremacists. 

The writing is great. We always manage to be 
right on time with the climate. But you can’t plan 
for it, this season with the white supremacy, all the 
stuff going on in Charlottesville. 

You seem to have an affinity for playing gay 
characters. Any particular reason why? 

The gay community has always been a part of my 
life. My best friend who taught me how to be a man 
was a lesbian, a very outspoken lesbian. Another 
one of my friends died of HIV, and he grew up in 
the projects at a time when that was not welcome. 
I always look at the gay community like “so what?” 
Ironically the only time I wasn’t called softy was 
when I was in the gay community. 

Obviously, playing Omar in “The Wire” was a 
real step up, career-wise. What attracted you to 
the part? 

It was the writing, the cast. Omar was a walking 
contradiction. I know real Omars, gay dudes who 
will knock you out. I based him on dudes I grew up 
with in New York. I hke the non-normal, that chal¬ 
lenged me, made me go deeper as an actor, this 
openly gay black man who robs drug dealers with a 
straight face. Never heard of that before. It was the 
opportunity to do something different. I like charac¬ 
ters society would normally walk by or throw away. 

You have a very visible facial scar from a 
drunken bar fight you got into when you were 
25. When you started acting, were you worried 
that that would inhibit your career? 

I was called Scarface on account of the scar. And 
at the beginning of my career I used to play that; 
people thought I was a thug. But I got bored with 
that really quick. I knew I would have to get some 
chops to keep this going. It was then I found the 
Off-Broadway theater community in New York; 
that’s where I got my chops. Now it’s like “Michael, 
where did you get that scar?” “What scar?” 

What are you working on now? 

I’m filming a remake of “Superfly,” set in At¬ 
lanta, and starring Trevor Jackson from “Black¬ 
ish” and Jason Mitchell from “Mudbound.” I play 
a character named Scatter; he’s like the mentor to 
the lead character. 

Other than updating the setting, any signifi¬ 
cant differences between this version and the 
1972 original? 

In the original version there was a character 
see but you heard, and that was the 
music by Curtis Mayfield. The differ- 
between the first version and this is hip-hop, 
there is no better city to set it in than Atlanta. 


Michael K. Williams 
talks ‘Hap and Leonard,’ 
and roles new and old 


By Lewis Beale 

Newsday 

H e’S 

undoubtedly 
best known as 
Omar Little, 
the gay stickup man 
robbing drug dealers 
in the classic TV series 
“The Wire,” but Michael 
K. Williams has been 
a ubiquitous presence 
on TV and in movies 
for years now. From 
“Boardwalk Empire” to 
“The Night Of,” “Gone 
Baby Gone” to “The 
Road,” the 51-year-old 
Brooklyn native has 
exhibited both charisma 
and the kind of acting 
chops that make for great 
character actors. Lately 
he’s been delighting 
audiences in Sundance 
TV’s “Hap and Leonard,” 
playing Leonard Pine, 
a gay Vietnam vet with 
anger issues. 

Michael K. Williams is Leonard 
Pine on the TV series “Hap 
and Leonard.” The show airs 
Mondays on AFN-Spectrum. 


Bestselling author Brad Meltzer thanks teacher who inspired him to write 


From wire reports 

Bestselling author Brad Meltzer, a South 
Floridian since he moved to North Miami 
Beach from New York City as a teenager, 
is celebrating his 20 years in the thriller¬ 
writing business with a new yam, “The 
Escape Artist.” 

And he credits a former North Miami 
Beach High School teacher for his daring 
to think he could one day write a novel, let 
alone make a good living at it. 

“It was Ms. Spicer,” he tells the Miami 
Herald in a phone interview. “Sheila Spic¬ 
er. She was my English teacher. She told me 
one day: ‘You can write.’ I told her, ‘Yeah, 
many people can write.’ But she persisted 
and made sure I understood she said I re¬ 


ally could write.” 

So Spicer, who’s now retired, had young 
Meltzer follow honors English on the sly 
and the rest, as they say, is history. 

Twelve adult novels and bestsellers later, 
the 47-year-old writer is on a national tour 
to hawk his latest. 

Meltzer has become mostly known for 
impeccable journalistic-style research 
on his favorite topics, usually conspiracy 
theories that emanate from the Washing¬ 
ton, D.C., halls of power as in “The Tenth 
Justice” and “The President’s Shadow.” 

In “The Escape Artist,” Meltzer ushers 
readers into the worlds of the U.S. military 
and Secret Service after the disappear¬ 
ance of a servicewoman who happens to be 


the Army’s artist in residence, a unique job 
where the artist paints and draws scenes of 
life in the military. 

Meltzer also briefly talked about the 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School 
massacre, saying he has been inspired by 
the children involved in the anti-gun effort 
since the killing of 17 on Feb. 14. 

“This country is starved for heroes,” he 
says. “And these kids have inspired me to 
write better heroes, more realistic ones.” 

Emma Watson bombarded 
by grammar police over tattoo 

Emma Watson has gamely joined the 
many armchair copy editors commenting 


on her new feminist tattoo’s grammatical 
error. The actress and Time’s Up advocate 
debuted “ink” supporting the anti-harass¬ 
ment movement at the Vanity Fair Oscars 
party on Sunday night. But, missing a key 
apostrophe, the large “Times Up” in script 
on her right inner forearm was met by 
criticism. 

Thank goodness it’s not a mistake that 
will last a lifetime — a closer look revealed 
the edge’s of the tat’s clear sticker, and a 
message from Watson sealed the deal. 

“Fake tattoo proofreading position avail¬ 
able,” the Brown University grad tweeted 
Monday afternoon after the error went 
viral. “Experience with apostrophes a 
must.” 
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Before tariff announcement, 
steel industry had fared well 


Amazon’s 
Bezos tops 
Forbes list 
with $100B 

By Michael Liedtke 

Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO — Amazon 
CEO Jeff Bezos has become the 
first $100 billion mogul to top 
Forbes’ annual rankings of the 
world’s richest people. President 
Donald Trump’s fortune sank 
during his first year in office de¬ 
spite a surging stock market. 

The Bezos milestone, revealed 
in Tuesday’s release of Forbes’ 
closely watched list, underscores 
the growing clout of both Bezos 
and the company that he founded 
in 1994 as an online bookstore. 
Forbes’ breakdown provided 
further evidence that serving as 
president isn’t the most lucrative 
job, even when most of the rich 
are getting richer. 

All told, the world now holds 
more than 2,200 billionaires with 
a combined fortune of $9.1 trillion, 
up 18 percent from a year ago, ac¬ 
cording to Forbes’ calculations. 

Although Trump is part of that 
elite group, he saw his fortune 
sink by about $400 million to 
$3.1 billion during his first year 
in office. The decline left him 
as the world’s 766th richest per¬ 
son, more than 200 places lower 
than his 544th spot on last year’s 
Forbes list. 

Bezos seized the top ranking 
for the first time and has the 
added the distinction of becom¬ 
ing the first person to break the 
$100 billion barrier since Forbes 
began compiling its list in 1987. 
As of Feb. 9, Bezos’ wealth stood 
at $112 billion, up from about 
$73 billion last year, according to 
Forbes. 

Most of Bezos’ fortune is tied up 



Amazon CEO Jeff Bezos 


in Amazon stock, which soared 59 
percent during the period tracked 
by Forbes. 

Bezos has used a sliver of his 
wealth to buy The Washington 
Post — a target in Trump’s fusil¬ 
lades against the media — and 
to finance Blue Origin, a maker 
of rockets that aim to sell flights 
into space. 

Meanwhile, Amazon has ex¬ 
panded beyond its bookselling 
origin to become a retailer of al¬ 
most everything imaginable. It 
now even sells groceries in brick- 
and-mortar stores after its $13.7 
billion purchase of Whole Foods 
Markets last year. 

Amazon also has built a net¬ 
work of data centers that hosts 
the online services of other com¬ 
panies, and produces award-win¬ 
ning shows that compete against 
traditional TV networks. More 
recently, it branched into health 
care in a partnership involv¬ 
ing Berkshire Hathaway and its 
CEO, Warren Buffett, whose $84 
billion fortune ranks third on the 
Forbes list. 

Bill Gates, Microsoft’s co¬ 
founder and an occasional bridge 
partner of Buffett’s, ranks second 
on the Forbes list with wealth of 
$90 billion. 

Both Gates, 62, and Buffett, 87, 
have committed to giving away 
most of their wealth while Bezos, 
54, hasn’t said much about his 
philanthropic plans. 


By Paul Wiseman 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The Trump 
administration has chosen an odd 
time to offer special protection to 
the U.S. steel industry. 

As President Donald Trump 
prepares to impose a 25 percent 
tax on imported steel, America’s 
steelmakers are actually faring 
pretty well. The U.S. steel industry 
last year earned more than $2.8 bil¬ 
lion, up from $714 million in 2016 
and a loss in 2015, according to the 
Commerce Department. And the 
industry added more than 8,000 
jobs between January 2017 and 
January 2018. 

Even before Trump mentioned 
the tariff last Thursday, the price 
of the benchmark U.S.-made hot- 
rolled steel had reached the highest 
level since May 2011, according to 
S&P Global Platts. The price surged 
even higher on the tariff news. 

“We finished 2017 in a good posi¬ 
tion. We look forward to 2018,’’ U.S. 
Steel CEO David Burritt told indus¬ 
try analysts Feb. 1, according to a 
transcript at the website Seeking 
Alpha. “We’re seeing increased de¬ 
mand from our customers and have 
rescheduled some projects to en¬ 
sure that we can make enough steel 
to support our customers’ needs.” 

Still, the steel companies com¬ 
plain they’re victims of unfair for¬ 
eign competition. 

“The industry isn’t doing as bad 
as their press releases say it is,” 
said steel analyst Charles Bradford, 
president of Bradford Research. 
“Anytime world economic growth 
is over 3 percent, the steel industry 
usually does OK.” The Internation¬ 
al Monetary Fund says the global 
economy grew 3.7 percent last year 
and expects it to grow 3.9 percent 


in 2018. 

The U.S. economy grew 2.3 per¬ 
cent last year, an improvement on 
1.5 percent growth in 2016. Also 
raising demand for steel; Florida 
and Texas are rebuilding after last 
year’s ruinous hurricanes. 

Ned Hill, a professor at Ohio 
State University’s John Glenn Col¬ 
lege of Public Affairs who studies 
economic development, said that 
after decades of cost-cutting and 
restructuring, American steel is “a 
vastly improved industry. It seems 
to me that they’ve established a 
competitive equilibrium.” 

In the 1980s, American steel¬ 
makers needed 10.1 man-hours 
to produce a ton of steel; now they 
need 1.5 man-hours, said Joe In- 
nace of S&P Global Platts. 

Most American steel is now made 
at super-efficient mini mills, which 
use electric arc furnaces to turn 
scrap metal into steel. (Traditional 
integrated steel mills make steel 
from scratch, feeding iron ore and 
coking coal into blast furnaces.) 

Increased productivity means to¬ 
day’s steel mills don’t need as many 
workers. Steel industry employ¬ 
ment peaked at 650,000 in 1953. By 
the start of this year, U.S. steelmak¬ 
ers employed just 143,000. 
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The industry definitely faces 
long-term problems. Massive over¬ 
production by China has flooded 
world markets with steel and kept 
world prices lower than they would 
have been. 

But the United States has al¬ 
ready aggressively defended U.S. 
steel producers. As of mid-2017, the 
government was imposing 149 dif¬ 
ferent restrictions on steel imports. 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (March 8).$1.2737 

Dollar buys (March 8).€0.7851 

British pound (March 8).$1.42 

Japanese yen (March 8).104.00 

South Korean won (March 8).1,042.00 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar).0.3770 

British pound.$1.3884 

Canada (Dollar).1.2922 

China (Yuan) 6 3233 

Denmark (Krone).6.0035 

Egypt (Pound).17.6414 

Euro.$1.2409/0.8058 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.8361 

Hungary (Forint).251.26 

Israel (Shekel).3.4569 

Japan (Yen) 105 91 

Kuwait (Dinar).0.2999 

Norway (Krone).7.8027 

Philippines (Peso).52.03 

Poland (Zloty) 3 38 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).3.7507 

Singapore (Dollar).1.3144 

South Korea (Won).1,067.69 

Switzerland (Franc).0.9422 

Thailand (Baht).31.30 

Turkey (Lira) 3 8005 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


1 INTEREST RATES I 

Prime rate 

..4.50 

Discount rate. 

Federal funds market rate. 

..2.00 
.. 1.42 

3-month bill. 

..1.66 

..3.15 
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OPINION _ 

Why Kim Jong Un is talking peace 


By David Von Drehle 

The Washington Post 

S ay what you will about Little Rocket 
Man. North Korean dictator Kim 
Jong Un is the chief thief of a fam¬ 
ily-run kleptocracy. Like his father 
and grandfather, he’ll starve his own peo¬ 
ple to get what he wants. Torture and mur¬ 
der are preferred tools of statecraft. 

But he ain’t stupid. 

With the announcement of a summit be¬ 
tween North and South Korean leaders as 
a possible prelude to talks with the Trump 
administration, Kim has maneuvered 
within view of a victory his forefathers 
only dreamed of: membership in the world 
community, on North Korea’s terms. Many 
things can still go wrong. But his path for¬ 
ward seems pretty clear. 

Step one is his rapidly advancing rap¬ 
prochement with South Korea. The 
collapse last year of the conservative gov¬ 
ernment in Seoul produced a new South 
Korean president. Moon Jae-in, who favors 
better relations with North Korea. Kim 
responded by rushing to complete testing 
of his intercontinental ballistic missile in 
time for an ostentatious peace overture 
tied to the Winter Olympics near the De¬ 
militarized Zone. 

That led, in turn, to a rare visit by em¬ 
issaries of the South Korean president to 
Pyongyang. They returned to Seoul on 
Tuesday with plans for the late April meet¬ 
ing — and what appears to be Kim’s next 
gambit. According to Moon’s national se¬ 
curity director, the North Koreans offered 
a moratorium on further nuclear and mis¬ 
sile tests in exchange for “heart-to-heart” 
talks with the United States. The Kim re¬ 
gime also dangled the idea of giving up its 
nukes entirely if North Korea’s safety and 
sovereignty are guaranteed. 


“We will see what happens,” President 
Donald Trump tweeted, with commend¬ 
able caution. As he weighs his options, he’s 
sure to hear from critics of new talks be¬ 
tween Washington and Pyongyang. Many 
of them will cite the example of Lucy van 
Pelt and Charlie Brown’s football. The Kim 
family has a long track record of promising 
changes, then snatching them away. 

But it’s hard to see that Trump has much 
choice. The alternative to dangling carrots 
of safety and sovereignty is to wield the 
military stick, but this particular stick is 
in South Korea. Swinging it requires help 
from our allies on the front lines. Yet Seoul 
is not on board. 

Kim appears to understand that the Unit¬ 
ed States can hardly expose South Korea 
to a potentially apocalyptic war without 
support from Moon. To do so would court 
disaster diplomatically, economically and 
militarily. 

Thus Kim’s thaw with South Korea will 
likely lead to new talks eventually. When 
that happens, at least three important facts 
will be materially different from the last 
time Lucy got the ball. 

First, North Korea’s nukes are an ac¬ 
complished reality, no longer a possibility 
to be averted. As appalling as it is to ac¬ 
knowledge this, Kim’s negotiating position 
is much stronger now. He can aim for a 
lasting settlement rather than temporary 
breathing room. 

Second, Kim has in neighboring China a 
model for his own future. His family has 
always believed that modernization threat¬ 
ens their grip on power, so they sealed it 
out, making theirs a Hermit Kingdom. But 
Xi Jinping, the Chinese premier, is attempt¬ 
ing to prove that economic liberalization 
can coexist with political dictatorship. Kim 
may conclude that he can maintain power 
without utterly isolating his country. 


Third, Kim has on the horizon a pros¬ 
pect for greater security than ever before. 
It looks like this: Vladimir Putin is champ¬ 
ing at the bit to build a natural gas pipeline 
through North Korea to supply the energy- 
hungry dynamo to the south. America’s 
fracking revolution has put tremendous 
pressure on Russia’s state-owned Gazprom 
to find new customers for piped gas, which 
is cheaper than U.S. gas that must be liq¬ 
uefied for oceanic shipping. South Korea is 
an especially tantalizing market. 

Putin was sidetracked by Kim’s decision 
to weaponize his nuclear capability, and 
the international sanctions that followed. 
But if talks with the United States clear 
away the most severe restrictions, Putin’s 
pipeline project will surely be resurrected. 
And if completed, the pipeline will consti¬ 
tute a mqjor strategic Russian asset run¬ 
ning right through the middle of North 
Korea — enough insurance against a U.S. 
attack that Kim could afford to mothball 
his own nukes to shelter under the Russian 
umbrella. 

These facts point to a possible solution of 
the nuclear standoff Further provocation 
gains Kim nothing. But his past outrages 
have put him in a new position, potentially 
able to turn the page. 

On the other hand, the prospect of a nor¬ 
malized North Korea underlines the lon¬ 
ger-term challenge for the United States. 
Would de-escalation erode the rationale 
for American bases in the south? 

China and Russia would certainly be 
happy to see us leave. And happiest of all 
would be Kim Jong Un — reckless, dan¬ 
gerous, ruthless Kim — the madman who 
just might be crazy like a fox. 

David Von Drehle writes a twice-weekly column 
for The Washington Post. He is the author of “Rise 
to Greatness: Abraham Lincoln and America’s 
Most Perilous Year” and “Triangle: The Fire That 
Changed America.” 


No one should have been that shocked by Xi’s rise 


By Pankaj Mishra 

Bloomberg View 

I n a season of political shocks. 
President Xi Jinping’s assumption 
of supreme power has still managed 
to startle many longstanding observ¬ 
ers of China. The Economist magazine 
dramatically declared, “The West’s 25- 
year bet on China has failed.” Instead of 
moving toward democracy, these voices 
suggest, China is sliding further into 
authoritarianism. 

It’s worth asking, if for no reason than to 
avoid more such shocks in the near future, 
why the “West” placed this bet on China 
at all. 

The expectation that China would amica¬ 
bly integrate into a global order defined by 
the West, and radically transform itself in 
the process, was always wishful thinking. 
Writing about Britain’s handover of Hong 
Kong to China in 1997, New York Times col¬ 
umnist Nicholas Kristof wondered if China 
was inheriting “a colossal Trojan horse” 
that over time would bring down the Bei¬ 
jing regime. In January 2013, Kristof pre¬ 
dicted that Xi would initiate far-reaching 
economic and political reforms, including 
removing the body of Mao Zedong from its 
mausoleum in Tiananmen Square. 

Journalists weren’t alone in investing a 
quasi-religious faith in China’s redemption 
by democracy and free markets. Pushing 
for China’s accession to the World Trade 
Organization, Bill Clinton claimed that the 
liberalization of China’s political system 
was “inevitable, just as inevitably the Ber¬ 
lin Wall fell.” 

Those who got Xi spectacularly wrong 
can at least claim that not much was known 
about him before he became China’s leader. 


But there is less of an excuse for failing to 
understand the very simple lesson of Chi¬ 
na’s modern history: All Chinese regimes 
since the collapse of the Qing monarchy 
in 1911 have consolidated national sover¬ 
eignty and hectically pursued wealth and 
power through all available means. 

It has never been a secret that the Chi¬ 
nese Communist party grew out of China’s 
formative political event in 1919, the May 
Fourth Movement. The CCP was both 
nourished by, and stoked, a widespread 
sentiment that China had been bullied and 
dishonored by Western powers and had to 
rebuild its strength. 

Mao’s anti-Westernism may have been 
easy to dismiss as the self-serving tac¬ 
tic of a megalomaniac. But his successor, 
the reformist Deng Xiaoping, was pretty 
blunt, too, once warning in posters embla¬ 
zoned across China: “Our country must 
develop. If we do not develop then we will 
be bullied.” 

China has now developed, to the point 
where it’s seen as bullying foreign busi¬ 
nesses and governments rather than being 
bullied by them. In this, China merely con¬ 
firms the same harsh logic of geopolitics of 
which it was once the victim. 

What should surprise us even less is in¬ 
creasing authoritarianism in China, or that 
economic growth there hasn’t been ac¬ 
companied by democracy. As the French 
thinker Raymond Aron wrote in the 1950s, 
“No European country ever went through 
the phase of economic development which 
India and China are now experiencing, 
under a regime that was representative 
and democratic.” 

In fact, in the early 20th century, democ¬ 
racy was doomed in such rising countries 
as Japan and Germany by the great and 


acute problems of modem development, 
which were made worse by successive 
global economic crises. The arrival of up¬ 
rooted masses into urban areas, uneven 
growth and the problem of social and eco¬ 
nomic inequality conspired to boost au¬ 
thoritarians and militarists. 

Today, the leaders of mqjor nations such 
as India and China that feel left behind 
are trying to catch up with the winners 
of history. They use the latter’s ideas and 
technologies and might even adopt parts 
of their ideology. But they are bound to 
their own political agendas and the course 
of their societies will ultimately be deter¬ 
mined by inner social and economic con¬ 
tradictions, rather than wishful thinking 
by foreigners. 

History also reveals, alarmingly, that, 
trapped by their own rhetoric, authoritar¬ 
ian figures and regimes tend to escalate. It 
is how Germany and Japan ended up de¬ 
claring war on their close trading partner, 
the United States. 

Let there be no doubt: The world was a 
dangerous place long before Xi became 
China’s supreme leader and Donald Trump 
started to boast of winning trade wars. Its 
perils weren’t recognized because of the 
ideological intoxication and historical am¬ 
nesia induced by the collapse of Soviet and 
east European regimes — the blind faith 
that history had no choice but to move inex¬ 
orably toward a terminus of Western-style 
capitalism and democracy. Xi’s power grab 
is simply another reminder that it’s time to 
put away such childish fancies and to reck¬ 
on with the world as it is. 

Pankaj Mishra is a Bloomberg View columnist. 

His books include “From the Ruins of Empire: The 
Intellectuals Who Remade Asia” and “An End to 
Suffering: The Buddha in the World.” 
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OPINION_ 

It’s about time: Trump is learning to listen 


By Andrew Malcolm 
Special to McClatchy 

L istening, genuinely listening, is 
one of the most powerful tools in 
politics. Not many politicians are 
good at it. Oh, they pretend to lis¬ 
ten during campaigns. Mostly they want to 
deliver their heat ’n serve talking points. 

It took him long enough. But finally, in 
his 15th month. President Donald Trump 
is showing genuine signs of harnessing 
the persuasive powers of saying nothing 
at times, of listening, more importantly of 
being seen to listen. 

During the 2016 campaign, he didn’t re¬ 
ally need to work at being seen to listen. He 
talked up storm after storm day after day, 
often stream-of-consciousness, not always 
coherently. 

This actually was a major reason why 
Trump the insurgent was elected. The as¬ 
tute essence of the billionaire’s bang-on 
message about forgotten Americans and a 
hollowed out heartland resonated so pro¬ 
foundly in the hearts and minds of enough 
Americans in the right places they just 
knew he was listening. 

Media missed that because they weren’t 
listening in the right places. They were lis¬ 
tening to each other and like-minded east¬ 
ern liberals who know best how things are 
supposed to go. 


Now it’s like they’re so angry over being 
so wrong in 2016 they must prove Trump 
shouldn’t be president every day. Media 
still know what they’re looking for in the 
Trump story — chaos, division, ignorance, 
arrogance, incompetence. 

And the political rookie with his lack 
of discipline, loud mouth and over-reli¬ 
ance on intuition has certainly given them 
ample examples of that to chronicle. Al¬ 
most every day. 

It’s not that these stories Americans are 
being fed about Trump hour upon hour 
and day after day are untrue. It’s that the 
one-sided, unattractive truths they tell are 
only part of the Trump story. 

From the June day he announced in 
2015, I’ve not been a fan. Bull-headed self- 
indulgence is unappealing, even if you 
can afford it. And even if his supporters 
can look past that behavior to what they 
desperately hope he’ll do to demolish the 
rigged bipartisan D.C. political system of 
cronies that has ignored and marginalized 
so many millions for so long. 

But from decades of observing, cover¬ 
ing and participating in U.S. politics. I’ve 
become an avid observer. Here’s some¬ 
thing to notice. It’s a small thing for now, 
and doesn’t outweigh other controversies. 
But it is revealing about Trump’s ability to 
alter tactics. 

Three times in recent weeks Trump has 


held so-called listening sessions — with 
Congress members of both parties on im¬ 
migration, with grieving families after the 
Florida high school shooting and then a bi¬ 
partisan session on guns. They ran a little 
over an hour each. 

As in reality TV, Trump presides over 
these listening sessions, which he likes. He 
used to do this sometimes in the real estate 
days when he needed investors to buy in, 
for example. 

He presents himself as a reasonable deal- 
maker apart from either political camp. He 
looks good as a listener, nontoxic. Listen¬ 
ing flatters others, especially if the listener 
is the president. Trump might even look to 
lean Democratic at times. He needs them 
to buy in. 

POTUS throws out little observations 
to show he’s informed. And he injects 
wisecracks at times, which can sting. He 
suggested one GOP senator was afraid of 
the NRA. Trump smiled, but he wasn’t 
kidding. 

However, here’s what’s so striking about 
these sessions: The blowhard, who’s sup¬ 
posed to be all about himself, listens more 
to others. Attentively. He seeks divergent 
views. He goes around the table calling on 
everyone by first name. And as the num¬ 
ber of these listening sessions increases, 
he talks less. 

During the Jan. 9 White House meet¬ 


ing on immigration and DACA, partici¬ 
pants spoke about 11,000 words. Half were 
Trump’s. In last week’s session on school 
and community safety, just over 10,000 
words were spoken; 32 percent were 
Trump’s. 

The often raw Feb. 22 listening session 
with emotional students, teachers and 
parents elicited almost 11,000 words. The 
president of the United States uttered but 
19 percent of them. 

Unusually and smartly. Trump had the 
media pool stay to witness. Those who 
watched live, in CSPAN.org archives or 
later read transcripts on WhiteHouse. 
gov, got his message unfiltered, as did his 
nearly 49 million Twitter followers. They’d 
see for themselves a chief executive in 
charge, concerned and, above all, paying 
attention. 

Predictably, subsequent news accounts 
focused on “the news,” Trump’s jousts 
with fellow Republicans, statements that 
appeared to contrast with the NRA and his 
professed eagerness to put guns out of the 
reach of crazy people, even without court 
orders. All legitimate angles. 

But in Trump era politics, what’s be¬ 
coming more important is what doesn’t get 
said. 

Andrew Malcolm is an author and veteran nation¬ 
al and foreign correspondent covering politics 
since the 1960s. 


Use of presidential seal at tees is tacky, not criminal 



AP 


President Donald Trump stands near the presidential seal as he walks down the steps 
of Air Force One at Miami International Airport in June. 


By Stephen L. Carter 

Bloomberg View 

I would like to correct what seems to 
have become an alarmingly common 
misunderstanding: An act of silliness 
does not become a crime simply be¬ 
cause it is committed by President Donald 
Trump or the people around him. 

Case in point: The thunderstruck reac¬ 
tion to the news that The Trump Organi¬ 
zation has ordered tee markers for its golf 
courses emblazoned with the presidential 
seal. [Replicas of the official presiden¬ 
tial seal displayed at one of Trump’s golf 
courses were given to the club by members 
and have since been removed. The Trump 
Organization said Tuesday] Suddenly one 
reads everywhere that unofficial, commer¬ 
cial-related use of the seal is a crime. 

I must respectfully dissent from this 
strange consensus. 

The federal statute in question is Section 
713 of Title 18 of the U.S. Code, but, as we’ll 
see in a moment, the law actually bars very 
little. In fact, were the rule as broad as this 
week’s news coverage suggests, it would be 
unconstitutional. 

True, there was a time when a presump¬ 
tion against private use of the seal was 
enforced with remarkable rigor. In 1965, 
a Texas bootmaker excited controversy 
when he created a pair of leather boots em¬ 
bossed with the presidential seal. People 
objected even though the boots had been 
handmade to be presented to President 
Lyndon Johnson. When a curiosity shop 
near the Johnson ranch sold ashtrays bear¬ 
ing the symbol. The Baltimore Sun stated 
flatly that “such use of the presidential seal 
is illegal.” 

During Richard Nixon’s administration, 
the White House refused a request from a 
publisher to incorporate the seal in the de¬ 
sign of a book jacket. When Nixon’s daugh¬ 
ter Tricia turned 24, her father gave her a 
ring with the seal in its design. Said Tricia 
to reporters, “You know you can only wear 
the presidential seal with permission.” 

In 1999, the issue arose after Presi¬ 
dent Bill Clinton and his wife, Hillary, 
announced that they would be moving to 


Chappaqua, N.Y., at the end of the presi¬ 
dent’s term. The New York Times reported 
that the White House had ordered a Chap¬ 
paqua nonprofit group to stop raising schol¬ 
arship funds by selling T-shirts bearing 
the seal together with the legend “Secret 
Service, Chappaqua Bureau, Presidential 
Detail.” 

But that was then. This is now. Zip over 
to Amazon.com and you can buy cufflinks, 
shot glasses, decals, lapel pins, coffee 
mugs, aprons, T-shirts, note pads or base¬ 
ball caps emblazoned with the presidential 
seal. (Some can be personalized.) The seal 
adorns the covers of books aplenty, fiction 
and nonfiction both. Nobody pretends that 
these uses are illegal. And they shouldn’t 
be. 

The statute regulating (not “barring” 
or “prohibiting”) use of the presidential 
seal is drafted with care. Under Section 
713, one commits a crime only by dis¬ 
playing the seal “in a manner reasonably 
calculated to convey a false impression of 


sponsorship or approval by the Govern¬ 
ment of the United States or by any depart¬ 
ment, agency, or instrumentality thereof” 
This language, borrowed from the law of 
unfair competition, is narrowly drafted 
to avoid trampling on First Amendment 
rights. Displaying a likeness of the seal is 
prohibited only when the use will create 
that “false impression of sponsorship or 
approval” — what courts in other contexts 
call “confusion as to source.” 

In the law of trademark and unfair com¬ 
petition, it’s not the use of someone else’s 
brand name that’s forbidden, but the use of 
that brand name in a way that might con¬ 
fuse the consumer. That’s why I’m on safe 
legal ground when I conclude this sentence 
with the words Google, Mercedes, Exxon 
and Walmart. I am borrowing a series of 
well-known trademarks, but there is no 
confusion because no reader will imagine 
that the companies endorsed this column. 
This is the distinction that Section 713 
tries to draw. 


One of the few federal cases to construe 
the statute took exactly this view. In Ro- 
thamel v. Fluvanna County (2011), a fed¬ 
eral district court in Virginia considered 
the constitutionality of an ordinance that 
prohibited the display of a county’s seal 
without permission from the board of su¬ 
pervisors. A local blogger challenged the 
law as a violation of his First Amendment 
rights. The court agreed. In striking down 
the ordinance, the court drew a contrast 
with Section 713. Unlike the county ordi¬ 
nance, wrote the court, the federal statute 
was “narrowly tailored” to further the “le¬ 
gitimate interest in preventing the seal’s 
deceptive or misleading use.” 

That’s the key point. The federal statute 
is constitutional only so long as we read it to 
ban uses of the seal that are either decep¬ 
tive or misleading, and nothing else. What 
The Trump Organization is doing, or what 
Amazon is doing, or what a publisher tout¬ 
ing a book is doing, involves uses that are 
neither deceptive nor misleading. Journal¬ 
ists should be quicker than other people 
to notice threats to the First Amendment. 
And a Section 713 that broadly banned dis¬ 
play of the seal without permission would 
constitute a m^or assault. 

This leads us back to those tacky golf 
tee markers. It’s not clear why the place¬ 
ment of the seal on the course implies any 
endorsement. (Amazon, after all, sells golf 
balls embossed with the seal.) But even if 
we conclude that some golfers playing at 
a Trump course might imagine that the 
president endorses the facility. I’m afraid 
we crossed that bridge when the horse left 
the barn to search for spilled milk. The 
name at the entrance to the golf course is 
already kind of a hint. 

If The Trump Organization does wind 
up using those tee markers, let’s use rea¬ 
sonable language. We can call the gim¬ 
mick uncouth or silly or declasse, but none 
of those things are illegal. To try to trans¬ 
form an act of tastelessness into a crime is 
to turn a good law into a bad one. 

Stephen L. Carter Is a Bloomberg View columnist. 
He is a professor of law at Yale University and was 
a clerk to U.S. Supreme Court Justice Thurgood 
Marshall. 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 And so on 
(Abbr.) 

4 No neatnik 
8 Church service 

12 Mermaid’s home 

13 Lake of 
Lombardy 

14 Rapscallions 

15 Bach choral 
works 

17 Cash advance 

18 Tin Man’s need 

19 Some 
beachgoers 

21 Neat and stylish 

24 Part of NIMBY 

25 Mentalist Geller 

26 Enervate 

28 Boxer’s dream 
32 On in years 
34 Dog’s foot 

36 Bedouin 

37 Also-ran 
39 Efron of 

“Neighbors” 

41 Docs’ org. 

42 London’s Old — 
44 Fitzgerald title 

character 
46 Urban transport 

50 Fan’s cry 

51 Ticklish Muppet 

52 Kingston resident 

56 Isaac’s eldest 

57 Military group 

3-8 


58 Commotion 

59 Green shade 

60 Kvetches 

61 Apprehend 

DOWN 

1 Computer key 


22 Jason’s ship 

23 Knock 

27 La —, Bolivia 

29 Refuse holder 

30 Gentle soul 

31 Online 
auction site 


2 Earl Grey, for one 33 Shifty 

3 Awnings 35 Witty one 

4 Libra symbols 

5 Parking place 

6 Yemen neighbor 

7 Boatswain, 
casually 

8 Citizen soldiers 

9 Book after Joel 

10 Lovers’ quarrel 

11 Taxpayer IDs 
16 Gratuity 

20 Speck 

21 Two-way 


38 Rock’s Ocasek 
40 Gem weights 
43 Bayou cuisine 
45—chi 

46 Abound 

47 Too 

48 Present day? 

49 Eric of “Troy” 

53 “Top Gun” target 

54 Nabokov novel 

55 San Francisco’s 
— Hill 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 



CRYPTOQUIP 


KU XU M EMXXLGR XLGDU 


XMWDA UE KRA GANAWKLAG, 
VUY JMV RMNA KU YGA KRA 


RYGKSA’G JYGDSAG. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: I’M MUCH TOO 
TIRED TODAY, SO I THINK MAYBE FEE DRINK 
A CUP OF COFFEE AND HOPE FOR THE BOOST 
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: X equals D 
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Announcements 040 


SCAM 

FADS 


■ Vehicle buyers wanting to 
buy sight unseen and have 
the vehicle shipped 


SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


Autos for Sale 
■ Germany 


French bulldog puppies 

iccinated, chipped with papers 
oking for a new home. Price 
^ request. 

Phone 06333 959118 


902 


DENTAL HYGIENIST NEEDED 

Part-time or fuii-time. Contact 
Landstuhl American Dentistry at 
(06371) 560-8075 or 
info@americandentistry.net. 


••Winter in GarmischP^ 
Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km 
N of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna 
39eur PP, DBL occp, free brkfst. 
dogs welcome. 08824-9120 
www.forsthaus-oberau.de 
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Off Duty? 
Amuse Yourself! 


Concerts, events, TV, 
movies, music, video games, 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Pro football 


NFL franchise players 

Franchise player designations an¬ 
nounced Tuesday for the 2018 NFL free 
agency signing period, which begins on 
March 14: 

Exclusive Franchise Players 
Pittsburgh — RB Le’Veon Beil 


College basketball 

1 

College hockey 

1 

College baseball 


Non-Exclusive Franchise Players 
Dallas — DE Demarcus Lawrence 
Detroit — DE Ezekiel Ansah 
L.A. Rams — S Lamarcus Joyner 
Miami — WR Jarvis Landry 
Transition Players 
Chicago — CB Kyle Fuller 


Pro baseball 


Spring training 

AMERICAN LEAGUE 
W 

New York 9 

Houston 9 

Boston 8 

Kansas City 6 

Cleveland 7 

Chicago 6 

Los Angeles 7 

Detroit 6 

Tampa Bay 6 

Seattle 5 

Baltimore 5 

Minnesota 5 

Oakland 4 

Texas 3 

Toronto 3 

NATIDNAL LEAGUE 


2 0.818 
4 0.692 

4 0.667 
3 0.667 

5 0.583 

5 0.545 

6 0.538 
6 0.500 
6 0.500 
6 0.455 
6 0.455 

6 0.455 
5 0.444 

7 0.300 

8 0.273 


NCAA Men’s 
Division II Tournament 

First Round 
Friday, March 9 
West Region 
At Monmouth, Ore. 

Point Loma (21-9) at Western Oregon 
(29-1) 

Cal Poly Pomona (23-6) vs. Saint Mar¬ 
tin’s (24-8) 

Dixie St. (23-6) vs. Azusa Pacific (20-10) 
California Baptist (25-5) vs. UC San Di¬ 
ego (21-10) 

Saturday, March 10 
Atlantic Region 
At Petersburg, Va. 

Virginia Union (18-14) at Virginia St. 
(24-4) 

West Liberty (26-3) vs. Shippensburg 

East Stroudsburg (24-5) vs. Gannon (22-9) 
Wheeling Jesuit (26-5) vs. West Ches¬ 
ter (21-6) 

Central Region 
At Maryville, Mo. 

Minnesota St. (22-9) at Northwest Mis¬ 
souri State (27-3) 

Southwest Minnesota State (24-8) vs. 
Missouri Southern State (20-9) 

Northern State (31-3) vs. Washburn (22-9) 
Southern Nazarene (27-2) vs. St. Cloud 
State (23-8) 

East Region 
At Syracuse, N.Y. 

Jefferson (21-13) at Le Moyne (24-6) 
St. Anselm (22-8) vs. Saint Rose (20-9) 
St. Thomas Aquinas (26-6) vs. Bloom¬ 
field (22-7) 

Bridgeport (25-5) vs. Merrimack (19-11) 

Midwest Region 
At Big Rapids, Mich. 

Ohio Dominican (20-10) at Ferris State 
(32-1) 

Lake Superior State (24-7) vs. Hillsdale 
(21-9) 

Bellarmine (28-2) vs. Truman (20-10) 
Findlay (26-4) vs. Drury (21-7) 

South Region 
At Atlanta 

Florida Southern (20-10) at Morehouse 
(25-2) 

Eckerd (24-6) vs. Valdosta State (26-4) 
West Florida (28-3) vs. Barry (20-8) 
Claflin (25-6) vs. Clark Atlanta (24-5) 

Southeast Region 
At Harrogate, Tenn. 

- '19-10) at ■ -- 




W L Pet. 

Chicago 8 2 0.800 

Milwaukee 7 4 0.636 

Miami 6 4 0.600 

San Diego 7 5 0.583 

Washington 6 6 0.500 

Atlanta 6 6 0.500 

Los Angeles 6 6 0.500 

Arizona 6 7 0.462 

New York 5 7 0.417 

St. Louis 4 6 0.400 

Colorado 4 7 0.364 

San Francisco 4 7 0.364 

Pittsburgh 3 6 0.333 

Philadelphia 4 8 0.333 

Cincinnati 4 9 0.308 

Tuesday’s games 
Minnesota 9, Baltimore 8 
Boston 9, Tampa Bay 1 
Houston (ss) 10, Washington 5 
N.Y. Yankees 7, Detroit 2 
St. Louis 4, Miami 4 
Atlanta 5, Toronto 1 
N.Y. Mets 9, Houston (ss) 5 
Cincinnati 7, Cleveland 6 
Chicago Cubs 9, L.A. Dodgers 5 
Chicago White Sox 6, Milwaukee 4 
Oakland 5, Texas 3 
Arizona 5, L.A. Angels 4 
San Diego 5, Kansas City 4 
Colorado 3, Seattle 2 

Wednesday’s games 
Baltimore vs. Tampa Bay at Port Char¬ 
lotte, Fla. 

Boston (ss) vs. Philadelphia at Clear¬ 
water, Fla. 

Miami vs. Houston at West Palm 
Beach, Fla. 

Toronto (ss) vs. Detroit at Lakeland, Fla. 
Washington vs. St. Louis at Jupiter, Fla. 
Minnesota vs. Boston (ss) at Fort My- 


;. Toronto (ss) at Dune- 


^ 5, Fla. 

Pittsburgh v 
din, Fla. 

N.Y. Yankees vs. N.Y. Mets at Port St. 
Lucie, Fla. 

Cincinnati vs. Chicago White Sox at 
Glendale, Ariz. 

Milwaukee vs. Kansas City at Surprise, 

San Diego vs. San Francisco at Scott¬ 
sdale, ArIz. 

L.A. Dodgers vs. L.A. Angels at Tempe, 
Ariz. 

Texas vs. Colorado at Scottsdale, Ariz. 

Chicago Cubs vs. Cleveland at Good¬ 
year, Ariz. 

Oakland vs. Seattle at Peoria, Ariz. 

Thursday’s games 

Detroit vs. Pittsburgh at Bradenton, Fla. 

Houston vs. Atlanta at Kissimmee, Fla. 

Miami vs. St. Louis at Jupiter, Fla. 

N.Y. Mets vs. Washington at West Palm 
Beach, Fla. 

Philadelphia vs. N.Y. Yankees at Tam¬ 
pa, Fla. 

Tampa Bay vs. Boston at Fort Myers, Fla. 

Toronto vs. Baltimore at Sarasota, Fla. 

Arizona vs. Milwaukee at Phoenix 

Chicago White Sox (ss) vs. Texas at 
Surprise, Ariz. 

L.A. Angels vs. Oakland at Mesa, Ariz. 

San Diego vs. Chicago Cubs at Mesa, Ariz. 

Kansas City vs. Chicago White Sox 
(ss) at Glendale, Ariz. 

Cincinnati vs. Colorado at Scottsdale, 

L.A. Dodgers vs. Cleveland at Good¬ 
year, Ariz. 

San Francisco vs. Seattle at Peoria, Ariz. 


AP sportlight 


Southwestern Athletic Conference 
First Round 

Grambling St. 80, Alcorn St. 71 
Prairie View 66, Jackson St. 64 
Southern U. 70, Ark.-Pine Bluff 60 
Texas Southern 70, Alabama St. 42 

Summit League 
Championship 

S. Dakota St. 65, South Dakota 50 

Sun Belt Conference 
First Round 

Appalachian St. 79, Arkansas St. 68 
Coastal Carolina 74, Georgia St. 55 
Louisiana-Lafayette 88, Georgia 
Southern 81, OT 

South Alabama 80, Louisiana-Monroe 54 

West Coast Conference 


Gonzaga 


Championship 

79, San Diego 71 


NCAA Women’s 
Division III Tournament 

First Round 
Friday, March 9 
Atlantic Region 
At Richmond, Va. 

Indiana (Pa.) (26-3) vs. California (Pa.) 

Glenville State (30-1) vs. West Chester 
(23-5) 

Bowie State (20-9) at Virginia Union 
(28-2) 

Edinboro (26-3) vs. Virginia State (23-5) 

Central Region 
At Sioux Falls, S.D. 

Southwestern Oklahoma (26-4) vs. 
Fort Hays State (25-6) 

Central Missouri (24-3) vs. Minnesota 
State Moorhead (23-5) 

Lindenwood (Mo.) (20-12) at Augus- 
tana (S.D.) (27-3) 

Arkansas Tech (26-3) vs. Northern 
State (25-5) 

East Region 
At Easton, Mass. 

Sciences (Pa.) (28-3) vs. LIU Post (22-7) 

Bentley (27-3) vs. Jefferson (26-5) 

Southern Connecticut (21-9) at Stone- 
hill (26-3) 

St. Thomas Aquinas (26-4) vs. Caldwell 
(24-6) 


it Lincoln Memo- 


King (Tenn.) (19-] 
il (30-1) 

Clayton State (23-6) vs. Carson-New- 
riian (23-7) 

8 ueens (NC) (28-3) vs. Lees-McRae (23-8) 
NC Pembroke (26-5) vs. Francis Mar¬ 
ion (20-9) 

South Central 
At Canyon, Texas 

School of Mines (22-8) at West Texas 
A&M (27-4) 

Fort Lewis (24-6) vs. Texas A&M-Com- 
merce (21-8) 

Texas Permian Basin (25-5) vs. Arkan- 
sas-Fort Smith (24-5) 

Regis (Colo.) (26-5) vs. Dallas Baptist 
(26-5) 

NCAA Men’s 
Division III Tournament 

Third Round 
Friday, March 9 
At Mahwah, N.J. 

Middlebury (21-6) vs. MIT (24-5) 
Franklin & Marshall (22-6) at Ramapo 
(23-6) 

At Rock Island, III. 

Wisconsin-Oshkosh (22-7) vs. Emory 
(23-4) 

John Carroll (25-5) at Augustana (III.) 
(24-5) 

At Platteville, Wis. 

Whitman (28-1) vs. WIsconsin-Stevens 
Point(21-8) 

Nebraska Wesleyan (26-3) at Wiscon- 
sin-Platteville (24-4) 

At Swarthmore, Pa. 

Hamilton (24-4) vs. Springfield (20-8) 
Plattsburgh State (24-4) at Swarth¬ 
more (24-5) 

Tuesday’s women’s scores 

TOURNAMENTS 
American Athletic Conference 
Championship 
UConn 70, South Florida 54 
American Midwest Conference 
Championship 

Columbia (Mo.) 63, Freed-Hardeman 52 

Big East Conference 
Championship 
DePaul 98, Marquette 63 

Big West Conference 
First Round 

CS Northridge 62, Hawaii 57 
UC Riverside 79, Long Beach St. 66 

Heart of America Athletic Conference 
Championship 

Central Methodist 84, William Penn 68 

Horizon League 
Championship 
Green Bay 62, Wright St. 44 

Mid-Eastern Athletic Conference 
First Round 

Md.-Eastern Shore 77, Delaware St. 60 
SC State 76, NC Central 67 

Mountain West Conference 
Quarterfinals 
Boise St. 60, Air Force 46 
Colorado St. 71, Fresno St. 55 


March 8 

1954 — The Milwaukee Hawks beat the 
Baltimore Bullets twice, 64-54 and 65-54, 
in the only doubleheader in NBA history 
involving the same two teams. 

1971 — Joe Frazier wins the world 
heavyweight title with a unanimous 15- 
round decision over Muhammad Ali. 


Ml MSMictnu, iriiiu 

Southern Indiana (26-4) vs. Lewis (23-7) 
Drury (29-2) vs. Findlay (22-7) 

Hillsdale (19-10) at Ashland (31-0) 
Michigan Tech (23-5) vs. Grand Valley 
State (25^6) 

South Region 
At Jackson, Tenn. 

North Alabama (24-4) vs. Lee (23-7) 
Florida Southern (25-4) vs. Valdosta 
State (21-8) 

Clark Atlanta (20-8) at Union (Tenn.) 
(28-3) 

Embry-Riddle (23-7) vs. Eckerd (22-7) 
Southeast Region 
At Jefferson City, Tenn. 

North Georgia (27-4) vs. Barton (23-8) 
Wingate (25-5) vs. Columbus State (19-9) 
Anderson (S.C.) (20-10) at Carson- 
Newman (29-2) 

Lander (24-7) vs. Limestone (23-5) 

South Central Region 
At Lubbock, Texas 

Colorado State-Pueblo (25-6) vs. Met¬ 
ro State (22-8) 

West Texas A&M (27-4) vs. Arkansas- 
Fort Smith (20-10) 

Tarleton State (20-11) at Lubbock 
Christian (28-1) 

Angelo State (22-6) vs. Black Hills 
State (24-7) 

West Region 
At Azusa, Calif. 

UC San Diego (27-4) vs. Seattle Pacific 
(23-7) 

Hawaii Pacific (26-3) vs. Montana 
State Billings (22-11) 

Northwest Nazarene (22-4) vs. Alaska 
Anchorage (25-4) 

Humboldt State (18-12) at Azusa Pa¬ 
cific (27-4) 

NCAA Women’s 
Division III Tournament 

Third Round 
Friday, March 9 
At Amherst, Mass. 

RIT (23-6) vs. Rochester (NY) (23-4) 
Montclair State (25-3) at Amherst (29-0) 

At Holland, Mich. 

Thomas More (28-1) vs. Gustavus 
Adolphus (24-6) 

Christopher Newport (25-4) at Hope 
(28-1) 

At Scranton, Pa. 

Messiah (27-2) vs. Tufts (25-4) 
Bowdoin (26-2) at Scranton (28-1) 

At Waverly, Iowa 

East Texas Baptist (24-6) vs. St. Thom¬ 
as (Minn.) (27-2) 

Trine (25-3) at Wartburg (29-0) 

Quarterfinals 
Saturday, March 10 
At Amherst, Mass. 

RIT-Rochester winner vs. Montclair 
State-Amherst winner 

At Holland, Mich. 

Thomas More-Gustavus Adolphus 
winner vs. Christopher Newport-Hope 
winner 

At Scranton, Pa. 

Messiah-Tufts winner vs. Bowdoin- 
Scranton winner 

At Waverly, Iowa 

East Texas Baptist-St. Thomas (Minn.) 
winner vs. Trine-wartburg winner 


1990 — Kurt Browning becomes the 
first Canadian to defend a title in the 
World Figure Skating Championships as 
he edges early leader Viktor Petrenko of 
the Soviet Union. 

2008 — Kevin Garnett scores 17 points 
to reach the 20,000-point plateau in Bos¬ 
ton’s 119-89 victory over Memphis. 


Conference tournaments 

ATLANTIC HOCKEY CONFERENCE 
First Round 
(Best-of-three) 

Friday, March 2 

American International 4, Niagara 1 
RIT 5, Sacred Heart 4, OT 
Robert Morris 3, Bentley 1 

Saturday, March 3 

American International 4, Niagara 3, 
20T, American Inti, wins series 2-0 
Sacred Heart 4, RIT 3, 30T 
Bentley 4, Robert Morris 3 

Sunday, March 4 

Sacred Heart 2, RIT 0, Sacred Heart 
wins series 2-1 

Robert Morris 3, Bentley 2, Robert 
Morris wins series 2-1 

Quarterfinals 

(Best-of-three) 

Friday, March 9-Sunday, March 11 

Sacred Heart at Mercyhurst 
American International at Canisius 
Robert Morris at Holy Cross 
Air Force at Army 

BIG TEN CONFERENCE 
First Round 
(Best-of-three) 

Friday, March 2 

Ohio State 6, Michigan State 2 
Penn State 5, Minnesota 3 
Michigan 6, Wisconsin 5 

Saturday, March 3 

Ohio State 4, Michigan State 3, OT, 
Ohio State wins series 2-0 

Penn State 6, Minnesota 5, Penn State 
wins series 2-0 

Michigan 7, Wisconsin 4, Michigan 
wins series 2-0 

Semifinals 
Saturday, March 10 

Penn State at Notre Dame 
Michigan at Ohio State 
Championship 
Saturday, March 17 
Semifinal winners at Highest Remain¬ 
ing Seed 

ECAC 

First Round 
(Best-of-three) 

Friday, March 2 

Dartmouth 2, St. Lawrence 1 
Colgate 3, RPI1 
Princeton 8, Brown 2 
Ouinnipiac 5, Yale 1 

Saturday, March 3 
St. Lawrence 4, Dartmouth 2 
RPI 1, Colgate 0 

Princeton 7, Brown 1, Princeton wins 
series 2-0 

Ouinnipiac 4,Yale 1, Ouinnipiac wins 
series 2-0 

Sunday, March 4 

Dartmouth 2, St. Lawrence 1, Dart¬ 
mouth wins series 2-1 

Colgate 2, RPI 0, Colgate wins series 2-1 

Quarterfinals 

(Best-of-three) 

Friday, March 9-Sunday, March 11 

Ouinnipiac at Cornell 
Princeton at Union (NY) 

Colgate at Clarkson 
Dartmouth at Harvard 

HOCKEY EAST 
First Round 
(Best-of-three) 

Thursday, March 1 

UMass 3, Vermont 2, OT 
Friday, March 2 
Vermont 4, UMass 3, OT 
Merrimack 2, UMass Lowell 1, OT 
Maine 4, New Hampshire 1 
Saturday, March 3 

Merrimack 3, UMass Lowell 2, Merri¬ 
mack wins series 2-0 

Maine 3, New Hampshire 2, Maine 
wins series 2-0 

Sunday, March 4 

UMass 5, Vermont 1, UMass wins se¬ 
ries 2-1 

Quarterfinals 

(Best-of-three) 

Friday, March 9-Sunday, March 11 
Maine at Providence 
UMass at Northeastern 
Merrimack at Boston College 
Vermont at Providence 
UConn at Boston U. 

NATIONAL COLLEGIATE 
HOCKEY CONFERENCE 
Quarterfinals 
(Best-of-three) 

Friday, March 9-Sunday, March 11 
Western Michigan at Minn.-Duluth 
Miami (Ohio) at St. Cloud St. 

Omaha at North Dakota 
Colorado College at Denver 
WESTERN COLLEGIATE 
HOCKEY ASSOCIATION 
Quarterfinals 
(Best-of-three) 

Friday, March 2 

Northern Michigan 7, Alabama-Hunts- 
ville 1 

Michigan Tech 5, Bemidj'i State 3 
Bowling Green 2, Ferris State 1, OT 
Minnesota St. 8, Alaska 2 

Saturday, March 3 

Bowling Green 5, Ferris State 2, No. 3 
Bowling Green wins series 2-0 

Alabama-Huntsville3, Northern Michi¬ 
gan 2 

Michigan Tech 5, Bemidji State 4, 
Michigan Tech wins series 2-0 

Minnesota State 6, Alaska 2, Minne¬ 
sota State wins series 2-0 

Sunday, March 4 

Northern Michigan 5, Alabama-Hunts- 
ville 2, Northern Michigan wins series 
2-1 

Semifinals 

(Best-of-three) 

Friday, March 9-Sunday, March 11 

Bowling Green at Northern Michigan 
Michigan Tech at Minnesota State 
Championship 
Saturday, March 17 
Semifinal winners at Highest Remain- 


Tuesday’s scores 

SOUTH 

Barry 10, Chestnut Hill 4 
Blue Mountain 11-9, Freed-Hardeman 
9-10 

Boston College 8, UNC-Asheville 0 
Brescia 8, Lindsey Wilson 3 
Carson-Newman 8, Covenant 5 
Clemson 6, Wofford 3 
Florida St. 12, Kansas 7 
Georgetown (Ky.) 9, Union (Ky.) 5 
Georgia 9, The Citadel 4 
Indiana Wesleyan 20, Lindsey Wilson 4 
Lee 20, Bellarmine 2 
Louisville 16, Morehead St. 10 
Kentucky 16, E. Kentucky 5 
Martin Luther 5-12, Penn St.-Brandy- 
wine3-0 

Memphis 6, Middle Tennessee 5 
Midway 11, Kentucky Christian 1 
Morehead St. 16, Louisville 10 
NC State at UNC-Wilmington, ccd. 
North Carolina at VCU, ppd. 

Old Dominion 9, Norfolk St. 1 
Pittsburgh 21, St. Peter’s 1 
St. Andrews 15-8, Christendom 5-0 
Tennessee 10, James Madison 1 
Tennessee Tech 17, Lipscomb 6 
use Aiken 4, Chowan 1 
Virginia 12, Davidson 1 
W. Kentucky 15, Belmont 7 
WVU Tech 9-1, Pikevillel-7 
Wagner 18, Virginia Tech 7 
MIDWEST 

College of the Ozarks 10-14, Evangel 4-10 
Peru St. at St. Mary (Kan.), ccd. 

SOUTHWEST 

TCU 7, Texas Rio Grande 2 


Tuesday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

BALTIMORE ORIOLES - Optioned RHP 
Stefan Crichton, RHP Michael Kelly and 
RHP Yefry Ramirez to Norfolk (IL). 

CHICAGO WHITE SOX - Optioned OF 
Charlie Tilson and RHP Thyago Vieira to 
Charlotte (IL) and RHP Jose Ruiz to Win¬ 
ston-Salem (Carolina). Reassigned INF 
Jake Burger, RHPs Dylan Covey and Mi¬ 
chael Ynoa, C Alfredo Gonzalez and LHP 
Jordan Guerrero to minor league camp. 

DETROIT TIGERS - Optioned 3B Dawel 
Lugo to Toledo (IL). 

KANSAS CITY ROYALS - Placed RHP 
Jesse Hahn on the 60-day DL. Agreed to 
terms with OF Jon Jay on a one-year con¬ 
tract. 

OAKLAND ATHLETICS - Released DH 
Brandon Moss. 

TEXAS RANGERS - Agreed to terms 
with RHP Tim Lincecum on a one-year 
contract. 

National League 

ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS - Optioned 
SS Domingo Leyba to Jackson (SL). 

ATLANTA BRAVES - Assigned RHP 
Josh Ravin outright to Gwinnett (IL). 

PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES - Optioned 
RHP Drew Anderson to Lehigh Valley 
(IL). 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

NBA — Fined Boston G Marcus Smart 
$15,000 for public criticism of officiating. 

Women’s NBA 

PHOENiX MERCURY - Traded G Dani¬ 
elle Robinson to Minnesota for the No. 12 
pick in the 2018 draft. 

INDIANA FEVER - Traded G Briann 
January to Phoenix for the No. 8 pick in 
the 2018 draft. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

NFL — Announced the retirements of 
referees Ed Hochuli and Jeff Triplette. 
Promoted back judge Shawn Hochuli and 
side judge Alex Kemp to referees. 

BALTIMORE RAVENS - Signed DE 
Brent Urban to a one-year contract. 

BUFFALO BILLS - Agreed to terms 
with RB Chris Ivory on a two-year con¬ 
tract. 

CAROLINA PANTHERS - Agreed to 
terms with PK Graham Gano on a four- 
year contract extension. 

CHICAGO BEARS - Placed the transi¬ 
tion tag on DB Kyle Fuller. 

PITTSBURGH STEELERS - Placed the 
franchise tag on RB Le’Veon Bell. 

WASHINGTON REDSKINS - Re-signed 
S Deshazor Everett to a multiyear con¬ 
tract. Waived RBs Kenny Hilliard and 
Dare Ogunbowale and OT Kevin Bowen. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

NHL — RW Jonathan Cheechoo an¬ 
nounced his retirement. 

ARIZONA COYOTES - Recalled G Adin 
Hill from Tucson (AHL) on an emergency 
basis. Signed F Tyler Steenbergen to a 
three-year, entry-level contract. 

BOSTON BRUINS - Reassigned G Dan 
Vladar from Atlanta (ECHL) to Provi¬ 
dence (AHL). 

CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS - Agreed to 
terms with D Erik Gustafsson on a two- 
year contract extension and F Tyler Si- 
kura on a one-year contract. 

DALLAS STARS - Recalled F Roope 
HIntz and G Mike McKenna from Texas 
(AHL). 

TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING - Assigned G 
Peter Budaj to Syracuse (AHL) for condi¬ 
tioning. 

OLYMPIC SPORTS 

USADA — Announced American swim¬ 
mer Mike Alexandrov accepted a one- 
year sanction for an anti-doping rule 
violation. 

COLLEGE 

MARIST - Fired men’s basketball 
coach Mike Maker. 
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NHL 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

Tampa Bay 67 46 17 4 96 245 186 

Boston 64 41 15 8 90 215 163 

Toronto 68 39 22 7 85 223 195 

Florida 64 32 25 7 71 193 204 

Detroit 66 26 29 11 63 175 199 

Montreal 66 25 30 11 61 171 206 

Ottawa 65 23 32 10 56 177 227 

Buffalo 66 21 34 11 53 159 214 

Metropoiitan Division 
Washington 66 37 22 7 81 203 197 

Pittsburgh 67 38 25 4 80 219 203 

Philadelphia 66 34 21 11 79 197 193 

New Jersey 67 34 25 8 76 199 203 

Columbus 67 34 28 5 73 180 187 

Carolina 67 29 27 11 69 178 204 

N.Y. Islanders 67 29 29 9 67 216 241 

N.Y. Rangers 67 30 31 6 66 189 212 

Western Conference 

Centrai Division 

GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

Nashville 66 43 14 9 95 216 168 

Winnipeg 66 40 17 9 89 223 175 

Minnesota 67 38 22 7 83 210 192 

Dallas 67 37 24 6 80 195 176 

Colorado 66 35 24 7 77 206 195 

St. Louis 66 35 26 5 75 180 176 

Chicago 67 29 30 8 66 190 196 

Pacific Division 

Vegas 66 42 19 5 89 226 184 

Anaheim 67 34 21 12 80 190 183 

San Jose 66 35 22 9 79 196 184 

Los Angeles 66 36 25 5 77 192 165 

Calgary 67 32 25 10 74 188 199 

Edmonton 66 28 34 4 60 187 219 

Vancouver 66 25 32 9 59 180 217 

Arizona 65 20 34 11 51 158 213 

Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime ioss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wiid cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 

Tuesday’s games 
Winnipeg 3, N.Y. Rangers 0 
Columbus 4, Vegas 1 
New Jersey 6, Montreal 4 
Boston 6, Detroit 5, OT 
Tampa Bay 5, Florida 4, OT 
Minnesota 6, Carolina 2 
Nashville 2, Dallas 0 
Chicago 2, Colorado 1, OT 
Anaheim 4, Washington 0 

Wednesday’s games 
Calgary at Buffalo 
Pittsburgh at Philadelphia 
Arizona at Vancouver 

Thursday’s games 
Colorado at Columbus 
Winnipeg at New Jersey 
Philadelphia at Boston 
Buffalo at Ottawa 
Montreal at Florida 
Vegas at Detroit 
N.Y. Rangers at Tampa Bay 
Anaheim at Nashville 
Carolina at Chicago 
N.Y. Islanders at Edmonton 
Washington at Los Angeles 
St. Louis at San Jose 

Friday’s games 
Detroit at Columbus 
Calgary at Ottawa 
Anaheim at Dallas 
Minnesota at Vancouver 

Sunday 

Predators 2, Stars 0 

Dallas 0 0 0-0 

Nashville 0 0 2-2 

Third Period—1, Nashville, Hartman 
10 (Watson, Sissons), 5:33. 2, Nashville, 
Bonino 10, 19:46. 

Shots on Goai-Dallas 9-7-10-26. 
Nashville 9-14-11-34. 

Power-piay opportunities—Dallas 0 of 
4; Nashville Oof 5. 

Goaiies-Dallas, Lehtonen 11-7-2 (33 
shots-32 saves). Nashville, Rinne 36-9-4 
(26-26). 

A-17,342 (17,113). T-2:35. 

Blue Jackets 4, Knights 1 

Vegas 0 1 0-1 

Columbus 1 2 1-4 

First Period—1, Columbus, Panarin 21 
(Atkinson, Dubois), 0:16. 

Second Period—2, Vegas, Haula 24 
(Tuch, Perron), 1:30.3, Columbus, Weren- 
ski 13 (Dubois, Panarin), 8:01. 4, Colum¬ 
bus, Cole 4 (Savard, Wennberg), 9:47. 

Third Period—5, Columbus, Dubois 15 
(Panarin), 17:39. 

Shots on Goai—Vegas 19-12-7—38. Co¬ 
lumbus 9-5-7-21. 

Power-piay opportunities—Vegas 0 of 
2; Columbus 0 of 2. 

Goaiies-Vegas, Fleury 22-9-3 (20 

shots-17 saves). Columbus, Korpisalo 6- 
7-0 (38-37). 

A-17,402 (18,500). T-2:35. 

Wild 6, Hurricanes 2 

Carolina 0 0 2-2 

Minnesota 1 4 1-6 

First Period—1, Minnesota, E.Staal 35 
(Zucker, Suter), 4:35 (pp). 

Second Period—2, Minnesota, Nieder- 
reiter 16 (Koivu, Spurgeon), 0:23. 3, Min¬ 
nesota, Parise 6 (Spurgeon, Koivu), 2:23 
(pp). 4, Minnesota, Winnik 6 (Dumba, 
Brodin), 3:36. 5, Minnesota, E.Staal 36 
(Suter, Granlund), 3:51. 

Third Period—6 , Carolina, Di Giuseppe 
2 (van Riemsdyk, Skinner), 9:23.7, Minne¬ 
sota, Cullen 9 (Coyle), 14:46. 8, Carolina, 
Ryan 13 (Hanifin, Rask), 18:19 (pp). 

Shots on Goai—Carolina 11-9-11—31. 
Minnesota 9-15-7-31. 

Power-piay opportunities—Carolina 1 
of 3; Minnesota 2 of 2. 

Goaiies—Carolina, Ward 19-11-4 (13 
shots-9 saves). Darling 10-16-7 (18-16). 
Minnesota, Dubnyk 29-12-5 (31-29). 

A-19,017 (18,064). T-2:28. 


Jets 3, Rangers 0 

Winnipeg 1 1 1-3 

N.Y. Rangers 0 0 0-0 

First Period—1, Winnipeg, Laine 36 
(Stastny, Byfuglien), 19:04. 

Second Period—2, Winnipeg, Laine 37 
(Morrow, Chiarot), 11:01. 

Third Period—3, Winnipeg, Laine 38 
(Wheeler), 19:26. 

Shots on Goai-Winnipeg 16-12-6-34. 
N.Y. Rangers 9-10-12-31. 

Power-piay opportunities—Winnipeg 
0 of 0; N.Y. Rangers 0 of 1. 

Goaiies—Winnipeg, Mason 4-6-1 (31 
shots-31 saves). N.Y Rangers, Lundqvist 
25-22-5 (33-31). 

A-18,006 (18,006). T-2:26. 

Devils 6, Canadiens 4 

Montreal 0 2 2-4 

New Jersey 4 2 0-6 

First Period—1, NJ, Noesen 10 (Butch¬ 
er, Zaj'ac), 8:25. 2, NJ, Coleman 7 (Boyle, 
Butcher), 16:33. 3, NJ, Zajac 9 (Vatanen, 
Palmieri), 18:08 (pp). 4, NJ, Zaj'ac 10 (Hall, 
Vatanen), 19:48 (pp). 

Second Period—5, Montreal, Gallagher 
24 (Retry, Byron), 10:27. 6, NJ, Maroon 15 
(Palmieri, Hall), 11:36 (pp). 7, NJ, Boyle 12 
(Coleman), 16:14. 8, Montreal, de la Rose 

2 (Danault, Benn), 19:46. 

Third Period—9, Montreal, de la Rose 3 
(Reilly, Shaw), 14:40.10, Montreal, Froese 

3 (Reilly, Carr), 19:01. 

Shots on Goai-Montreal 5-16-12-33. 
New Jersey 17-7-9—33. 

Power-piay opportunities—Montreal 
0 of 2; New Jersey 3 of 5. 

Goaiies—Montreal, Lindgren 4-5-2 (33 
shots-27 saves). NJ, Kinkaid 16-9-2 (33-29). 
A-14,586 (16,514). T-2:37. 

Blackhawks 2, Avalanche 1 (OT) 

Colorado 0 10 0-1 

Chicago 10 0 1-2 

First Period—1, Chicago, Gustafsson 2 
(Saad, Toews), 5:08. 

Second Period—2, Colorado, MacKin¬ 
non 32 (Barrie, Landeskog), 16:18 (pp). 

Overtime—3, Chicago, Toews 18 (Keith, 
Kane), 0:09. 

Shots on Goai-Colorado 9-18-7-34. 
Chicago 12-7-7-1-27. 

Power-piay opportunities—Colorado 
1 of 3; Chicago 0 of 2. 

Goaiies—Colorado, Varlamov 18-13-5 
(27 shots-25 saves). Chicago, Berube 2- 
1-0 (34-33). 

A-21,508 (19,717). T-2:25. 

Lightning 5, Panthers 4 (OT) 

Florida 112 0-4 

Tampa Bay 2 2 0 1-5 

First Period—1, Tampa Bay, Gourde 23 
(Stralman, Sustr), 10:38. 2, Tampa Bay, 
Miller 15 (Gourde), 12:51. 3, Florida, Bj'ug- 
stad 12 (Ekblad, Barkov), 18:23. 

Second Period—4, Tampa Bay, Gourde 
24 (Miller), 1:27. 5, Florida, Bjugstad 13 
(Yandle, Dadonov), 13:35. 6, Tampa Bay, 
Killorn 13 (Stamkos, Kucherov), 16:07. 

Third Period—7, Florida, Bjugstad 14 
(Barkov, Matheson), 0:21. 8, Florida, Tro- 
check 25 (Barkov, Yandle), 5:25 (pp). 

Overtime—9, Tampa Bay, Point 27 
(Stralman, Johnson), 2:49. 

Shots on Goai-Florida 18-14-16-1-49. 
Tampa Bay 9-12-11-1-33. 

Power-piay opportunities—Florida 1 
of 2; Tampa Bay 0 of 0. 

Goaiies—Florida, Luongo 12-7-2 (33 
shots-28 saves). Tampa Bay, Vasilevskiy 
39-12-3 (49-45). 

A-19,092 (19,092). T-2:38. 

Bruins 6, Red Wings 5 (OT) 

Detroit 2 2 10-5 

Boston 3 2 0 1-6 

First Period—1, Boston, Krug 12 (March- 
and, Holden), 0:37. 2, Boston, DeBrusk 14, 
0:52. 3, Detroit, Nielsen 14 (Zetterberg), 
2:16 (pp). 4, Detroit, Green 7 (Athanasiou, 
Mantha), 7:53. 5, Boston, Krug 13 (Pas- 
trnak, Marchand), 13:48 (pp). 

Second Period—6 , Boston, Marchand 
26 (Pastrnak, Krug), 3:27 (pp). 7, Detroit, 
Mantha 22 (Bertuzzi, Green), 12:05. 8, 
Boston, Marchand 27 (Pastrnak, Ril. 
Nash), 13:18. 9, Detroit, Mantha 23 (Ab- 
delkader, Larkin), 15:50. 

Third Period-10, Detroit, Frk 11 (Ber¬ 
tuzzi, Mantha), 9:46. 

Overtime—11, Boston, Marchand 28 
(Krug, Ril.Nash),0:34. 

Shots on Goai-Detroit 9-14-12-35. 
Boston 14-10-11-2-37. 

Power-piay opportunities—Detroit 1 
of 5; Boston 2 of 4. 

Goaiies—Detroit, Coreau 0-0-0 (16 
shots-12 saves), Howard 18-22-8 (21-19). 
Boston, Khudobin 15-4-4 (35-30). 

A-17,565 (17,565). T-2:44. 

Ducks 4, Capitals 0 

Washington 0 0 0-0 

Anaheim 2 1 1-4 

First Period—1, Anaheim, Henrique 20 
(Rakell, Getzlaf), 1:24 (pp). 2, Anaheim, 
Lindholm 10 (Manson, Silfverberg), 13:15. 

Second Period—3, Anaheim, Rakell 28 
(Getzlaf, Manson), 5:37. 

Third Period—4, Anaheim, Ritchie 6 
(Bieksa, Henrique), 18:34. 

Shots on Goai—Washington 7-14-15— 
36. Anaheim 7-7-4-18. 

Power-piay opportunities—Washing¬ 
ton 0 of 3; Anaheim 1 of 1. 

Goaiies-Washington, Holtby 29-15-4 
(9 shots-6 saves), Grubauer 8-7-3 (8-8). 
Anaheim, Gibson 25-15-6 (36-36). 

A-15,910 (17,174). T-2:27. 



Chris O'Meara/AP 


Panthers center Connor Brickley, center, tries to stuff the puck past Lightning goaltender Andrei 
Vasilevskiy, left, as defenseman Victor Hedman defends during the first period Tuesday in Tampa, Fla. 

Roundup 


Tampa on Point in OT again 


Associated Press 

TAMPA, Fla. — Overtime has 
become Brayden Point’s time to 
shine. 

The Tampa Bay center scored 
his fourth overtime goal of the 
season on Tuesday to give the 
league-leading Lightning a 5- 
4 victory over in-state rival 
Florida. 

Point also has four game-decid¬ 
ing shootout goals. 

“You’ve got to be out there and 
coaches trust me with that,” said 
Point, who has 10 game-winning 
goals on the season, two shy of the 
franchise record. “It’s a privilege 
to play overtime. We’re just try¬ 
ing to work hard, and guys are 
finding me. It’s not only myself, 
but our team’s been playing well 
in overtime.” 

Tampa Bay reached overtime 
for the sixth consecutive game, 
one shy of tying the NHL record 
set by Edmonton in 2004 and To¬ 
ronto in 2009, according Elias 
Sports Bureau. The Lightning 
have a 5-0-1 record in that span. 

Yanni Gourde finished with 
two goals and three points for the 
Lightning, who improved to 7-0-1 
in the past eight games. 

Nick Bjugstad recorded his first 
career hat trick and Aleksander 
Barkov had three assists. The 
Panthers had their six-game win¬ 
ning streak end but have record¬ 
ed points in seven consecutive 
games. Florida trails Columbus 
by two points for the final playoff 
spot in the Eastern Conference 
with three games in hand. 

“Since I’ve been here that’s the 
best game I’ve seen Nick play,” 
Florida coach Bob Boughner said. 
“We needed a performance like 
that and down the stretch here we 
are going to need different guys 


step up and tonight he was that 
guy.” 

Florida erased deficits of 2-0,3- 
1 and 4-2 to rally and earn a valu¬ 
able point in the standings. 

“We showed extreme heart and 
courage playing the way we did in 
the third,” Panthers defenseman 
Aaron Ekblad said. We didn’t get 
the two points but forced over¬ 
time. We’ve gotten a point in the 
last (seven) games so there’s a lot 
of positives and good to take away 
from it.” 

Predators 2, Stars 0: Pekka 
Rinne stopped 26 shots, Ryan 
Hartman scored at 5:33 of the 
third period and host Nashville 
beat Dallas for a franchise-record 
ninth straight victory. 

The Predators extended the 
NHL’s longest active winning 
streak. The defending Western 
Conference champs also padded 
their lead atop both the confer¬ 
ence and the Central Division. 

Bruins 6, Red Wings 5 (OT): 
Brad Marchand completed his 
hat trick 34 seconds into overtime 
and host Boston escaped with the 
victory over Detroit after twice 
squandering a two-goal lead in 
regulation. 

It was a team-record 11th reg¬ 
ular-season overtime goal for 
Marchand. 

Ducks 4, Capitals 0: John Gib¬ 
son made 36 saves for his 14th 
career shutout, Rickard Rakell 
scored for the fourth straight 
game and host Anaheim extend¬ 
ed its home point streak to nine 
games with a win. 

Adam Henrique, Hampus Lind¬ 
holm and Nick Ritchie also scored 
for the Ducks, who passed San 
Jose for second in the Pacific Divi¬ 
sion. Ritchie scored an empty-net 
goal, and Ryan Getzlaf and Josh 
Manson each had two assists. 


Wild 6, Hurricanes 2: Eric Sta- 
al’s second goal of the night capped 
a franchise-record flurry to start 
the second period, and host Min¬ 
nesota cruised past Carolina. 

Devan Dubnyk made 29 saves 
for his fifth win in his last six 
starts, and the Wild raised their 
home record to an NHL-leading 
24-5-6. 

Rangers 3, Jets 0: Patrik 
Laine got his fourth hat trick and 
set a career high with his 38th 
goal, lifting visiting Winnipeg. 

The 19-year-old star had been 
the youngest ever with three hat 
tricks — getting there at 18 years, 
302 days — but it had been over 
a year since his last three-goal 
game. Laine is now two goals be¬ 
hind Washington’s Alex Ovechkin 
for the NHL lead this season. 

Devils 6, Canadiens 4: Taylor 
Hall extended his point-scoring 
streak to 19 games, Travis Zajac 
scored two power-play goals and 
host New Jersey beat Montreal to 
snap a three-game skid. 

Hall’s consecutive-points streak 
is the longest in the NHL this sea¬ 
son. Hall, who had two assists, has 
recorded points in his last 26 ap¬ 
pearances dating to Jan. 2. 

Blue Jackets 4, Golden Knights 
1: Joonas Korpisalo stopped 37 
shots, Artemi Panarin and Pierre 
Luc-Dubois each had a goal and 
two assists for host Columbus. 

The victory over the Pacific 
Division-leading Golden Knights 
helped Columbus hold onto the 
second wild card in the East¬ 
ern Division with 15 games 
remaining. 

Blackhawks 2, Avalanche 1 
(OT): Jonathan Toews scored 
nine seconds into overtime and 
had an assist in regulation to lead 
host Chicago past Colorado. 
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Rockets roll to 
16 th straight win 


Associated Press 

OKLAHOMA CITY — The 
Rockets are still rolling. 

Chris Paul scored 25 points, 
James Harden had 23 points and 
11 assists, and Houston beat the 
Oklahoma City Thunder 122- 
112 on Tuesday night for its 16th 
straight victory. 

The Rockets matched Boston 
for the longest winning streak in 
the league this season and are on 
the second-longest streak in fran¬ 
chise history. Harden was blunt 
when asked what those things 
meant to him. 

“Nothing,” he said. “Nothing at 
all. We just want to play well. We 
want to play well and have each 
other’s back, no matter what, on 
both ends of the floor. It doesn’t 
matter. Wins and losses will 
come.” 

Trevor Ariza scored 15 points 
and Eric Gordon added 14 for the 
Rockets. 

Russell Westbrook scored 32 
points and Carmelo Anthony 
added 23 for Oklahoma City, 
which is in a logjam of teams try¬ 
ing to fight their way into third 
place in the West. 

Oklahoma City had beaten sev¬ 
eral of the league’s top teams this 
season. The Thunder have two 
wins over Golden State, a vic¬ 
tory over Toronto and a win over 
Cleveland this season. The Rock¬ 
ets avoided that fate by going 
17-for-33 on three-pointers and 
29-for-34 on free throws. 

“We’re so good offensively that 
every single night, teams are 
going to throw different cover¬ 
ages at us,” Harden said. “We’ve 
just got to figure out ways to attack 
them. Tonight was no different. 
Once we found something that we 
could go to, we used it. Guys got 
open shots and we just ride that 
wave out the entire game.” 

The Rockets led 54-45 at half¬ 
time as Harden posted 13 points, 
seven assists and five rebounds. 
Anthony had 19 points for the 
Thunder and Westbrook had 14, 
but All-Star Paul George went 
l-for-7 from the field before the 
break. 

“You just have to keep playing,” 
Thunder guard Corey Brewer 
said. “They are going to make 
shots. You can’t get down. You 
can’t let their shot-making affect 
your game. I think tonight we got 
a little bit down when they made 
tough shots but that’s what they 
do.” 

Pelicans 121, Clippers 116: 

Anthony Davis scored 41 points 
despite a rib contusion and visit¬ 
ing New Orleans won its ninth 
straight. 

Davis tied his career high with 
four three-pointers and had 13 
rebounds. 

Warriors 114, Nets 101: Ste¬ 
phen Curry scored 34 points with 
six three-pointers, and host Gold¬ 
en State won its sixth straight 



Sue Ogrocki/AP 


Rockets guard Chris Paul shoots 
in front of Thunder forward 
Carmelo Anthony in the second 
half Tuesday in Oklahoma CHy. 

since the All-Star break. 

Kevin Durant added 19 points 
and six rebounds for the defending 
champions, who are still trying to 
put together four steady quarters. 

Trail Blazers 111, Knicks 87: 
Damian Lillard scored 37 points 
and made eight three-pointers, 
and host Portland won its eighth 
straight game. 

CJ McCollum added 19 points 
for the Blazers, on their longest 
winning streak since winning 
nine in a row in 2014. They have 
moved into third place in the 
Western Conference standings. 

Wizards 117, Heat 113 (OT): 
Bradley Beal scored 30 points on 
12-for-16 shooting and Washing¬ 
ton had its best three-point shoot¬ 
ing night of the season to beat 
visiting Miami. 

Beal went 6-for-7 from beyond 
the arc, leading a Washington 
team that finished 14-for-24 there 
while snapping its first three- 
game losing streak of the season. 

Raptors 106, Hawks 90: 
DeMar DeRozan scored 25 
points, Jonas Valanciunas had 15 
and host Toronto beat Atlanta for 
its fifth straight win. 

C. J. Miles added 14 points, and 
Delon Wright and Serge Ibaka 
each had 10. 

76ers 128, Hornets 114: 

Robert Covington scored 22 
points, Ben Simmons flirted with 
a triple-double and Philadelphia 
handed host Charlotte its fourth 
straight loss. 

Simmons had 16 points, 13 as¬ 
sists and eight rebounds. 

Mavericks 118, Nuggets 107: 

Yogi Ferrell rode hot three-point 
shooting to a season-high 24 
points, Dirk Nowitzki also was 
strong from long range to score 
17 and host Dallas beat Denver. 

Ferrell and Nowitzki both made 
their first five threes, and Ferrell 
finished 9-for-ll from the field 
to help one of the NBAs worst 
teams hand the Nuggets a loss 
they didn’t need in the tight West¬ 
ern Conference playoff race 


Eastern Conference 


Atlantic Division 


Toronto 
Boston 
Philadelphia 
New York 
Brooklyn 

Washington 

Miami 

Charlotte 

Orlando 

Atlanta 

Cleveland 

Indiana 

Milwaukee 

Detroit 

Chicago 


35 28 .556 11 

24 41 .369 23 

20 45 .308 27 


Southeast Division 


37 28 .569 - 


20 44 .313 16'/2 

20 45 .308 17 


Centrai Division 

37 26 .587 - 

37 27 .578 V. 

34 30 .531 3V 

29 35 .453 8V 

21 42 .333 16 


Western Conference 


Southwest Division 


Houston 
New Orleans 
San Antonio 
Dallas 
Memphis 


Northwest Division 


37 27 .578 13'/2 

20 45 .308 31 

18 45 .286 32 


26 .600 - 


30 .531 4'/2 

I 

14 .781 - 

29 .540 15'/2 

35 .444 21'/2 

• ■ .313 30 


Portland 
Minnesota 
Oklahoma City 
Denver 
Utah 

Pacific Division 

Golden State 
LA. Clippers 

Sacramento 

Phoenix 19 47 

Tuesday’s games 
Philadelphia 128, Charlotte 114 
Toronto 106, Atlanta 90 
Washington 117, Miami 113, OT 
Houston 122, Oklahoma City 112 
Dallas 118, Denver 107 
Portland 111, New York 87 
Golden State 114, Brooklyn 101 
New Orleans 121, LA. Clippers 116 
Wednesday’s games 
Utah at Indiana 
Houston at Milwaukee 
Memphis at Chicago 
Toronto at Detroit 
New Orleans at Sacramento 
Cleveland at Denver 
Orlando at L.A. Lakers 

Thursday’s games 
Brooklyn at Charlotte 
Philadelphia at Miami 
Boston at Minnesota 
Phoenix at Oklahoma City 
San Antonio at Golden State 
Friday’s games 
Atlanta at Indiana 
Chicago at Detroit 
Houston at Toronto 
New York at Milwaukee 
Utah at Memphis 
Washington at New Orleans 
L.A. Lakers at Denver 
Golden State at Portland 
Orlando at Sacramento 
Cleveland at L.A. Clippers 

Tuesday 

Warriors 114, Nets 101 

BROOKLYN - Crabbe 3-10 3-3 9, Car- 
roll 7-19 3-4 19, Allen 3-4 0-0 6, Dinwiddle 

4-7 3-3 13, Russell 8-14 1-2 20, Hollis-Jef- 
ferson 2-9 5-6 9, Cunningham 3-4 0-0 7, 
Acy 1-2 0-0 2, Harris 1-5 4-5 6, LeVert 4-11 

1-2 10. Totals 36-85 20-25 101. 

GOLDEN STATE - Durant 7-16 3-4 19, 
Green 7-10 1-116, McGee 6-7 0-0 12, Curry 
12-20 4-5 34, Thompson 8-15 0-0 18, Loo¬ 
ney 0-2 0-0 0, Bell 2-2 1-1 5, Cook 0-1 0-0 
0, Livingston 2-5 0-0 4, Iguodala 3-4 0-0 6, 
Young 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 47-83 9-11 114. 
Brooklyn 19 34 27 21-101 

Golden State 35 13 38 28-114 

Three-point goals—Brooklyn 9-34 
(Russell 3-6, Dinwiddle 2-4, Carroll 2-10, 
Cunningham 1-1, LeVert 1-5, Acy 0-1, Har¬ 
ris 0-2, Crabbe 0-5), Golden State 11-23 
(Curry 6-12, Durant 2-2, Thompson 2-5, 
Green 1-2, Cook 0-1, Young 0-1). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—Brooklyn 38 (Car- 
roll 7), Golden State 41 (Curry, Iguodala, 
Durant 6). Assists—Brooklyn 24 (Rus¬ 
sell 8), Golden State 30 (Green 9). Total 
Fouls—Brooklyn 18, Golden State 18. 
Technicals—Golden State coach War¬ 
riors (Defensive three second). A—19,596 
(19,596). 


Pelicans 121, Clippers 116 

NEW ORLEANS - Moore 4-8 2-3 10, Da¬ 
vis 17-31 3-3 41, Okafor 4-6 1-2 9, Rondo 

5-10 0-0 13, Holiday 7-22 3-3 19, Miller 2-5 
0-0 5, Mirotic 4-12 2-2 13, Diallo 1-2 0-0 2, 
Clark 2-7 5-5 9. Totals 46-103 16-18 121. 

L.A. CLIPPERS - Harris 11-24 2-2 27, 
Johnson 0-0 0-0 0, Jordan 4-9 2-3 10, Riv¬ 
ers 5-14 0-0 11, Teodosic 4-9 0-0 9, Dekker 
0-0 0-0 0, Harrell 11-17 4-6 26, Kilpatrick 1- 
2 0-0 2, LWilliams 9-20 7-13 27, Thornwell 

1- 3 2-2 4. Totals 46-98 17-26 116. 

New Orleans 35 32 30 24-121 

L.A. Clippers 27 25 30 34-116 

Three-point goals—New Orleans 13-30 
(Davis 4-7, Rondo 3-5, Mirotic 3-9, Holiday 

2- 3, Miller 1-3, Moore 0-1, Clark 0-2), L.A. 
Clippers 7-27 (Harris 3-10, L.Williams 2- 
7, Rivers 1-4, Teodosic 1-5, Harrell 0-1). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—New Or¬ 
leans 51 (Davis 13), L.A. Clippers 57 (Jor¬ 
dan 20). Assists—New Orleans 39 (Holi¬ 
day 17), LA. Clippers 25 (L.Williams 11). 
Total Fouls—New Orleans 20, L.A. Clip¬ 
pers 18. Technicals—Rivers. A—16,412 
(19,060). 


Wizards 117, Heat 113 (OT) Trail Blazers 111, Knicks 87 


MIAMI - Babbitt 1-2 0-0 3, J.Johnson 

2- 4 2-2 6, Whiteside 4-9 0-0 8, Dragic 6-15 

3- 3 16, Richardson 5-9 3-4 16, Winslow 6- 
11 2-3 15, Adebayo 0-1 0-0 0, Olynyk 1-7 
0-0 3, Wade 8-18 6-6 22, T.Johnson 8-15 

3- 7 21, McGruder 1-2 1-2 3. Totals 42-93 
20-27 113. 

WASHINGTON - Porter Jr. 5-8 0-0 12, 
Morris 6-12 2-3 16, Gortat 2-8 4-4 8, Sa- 
toransky 6-12 6-8 19, Beal 12-16 0-0 30, 
Oubre Jr. 3-8 6-6 14, Scott 3-6 1-2 8, Smith 
0-1 0-0 0, Mahinmi 1-2 0-0 2, Sessions 1-5 

4- 4 6, Meeks 1-1 0-0 2. Totals 40-79 23-27 
117. 

Miami 26 24 30 25 8-113 

Washington 31 28 27 19 12-117 

Three-point goals—Miami 9-33 (Rich¬ 
ardson 3-5, T.Johnson 2-6, Babbitt 1-2, 
Winslow 1-4, Dragic 1-5, Olynyk 1-5, 
J.Johnson 0-1, Wade 0-5), Washington 
14-24 (Beal 6-7, Porter Jr. 2-3, Morris 2- 
3, Oubre Jr. 2-6, Scott 1-2, Satoransky 

1- 2, Sessions 0-1). Fouled Out—Dragic. 
Rebounds—Miami 41 (Olynyk 9), Wash¬ 
ington 40 (Morris 13). Assists—Miami 26 
(Wade 6), Washington 25 (Beal, Satoran¬ 
sky 7). Total Fouls—Miami 24, Washing¬ 
ton 22. Technicals—Morris. A—16,582 
(20,356). 

Raptors 106, Hawks 90 

ATLANTA - Prince 3-6 1-2 9, Collins 

6-12 2-2 14, Dedmon 4-6 4-4 12, Schroder 

4-13 1-2 11, Bazemore 6-8 0-0 14, Muscala 
0-2 5-6 5, Plumlee 4-9 1-2 9, Taylor 1-7 0-0 
2, Magette 0-0 0-0 0, Dorsey 4-13 2-3 10, 
Morris 2-4 0-0 4. Totals 34-80 16-21 90. 

TORONTO - Miller 1-3 2-2 5, Ibaka 2- 
10 4-4 10, Valanciunas 4-11 7-8 15, Lowry 

2- 6 0-0 4, DeRozan 6-12 12-14 25, Powell 

1-3 2-2 5, McKinnie 0-0 0-0 0, Miles 5-11 
0-1 14, Siakam 4-7 0-0 8, Poeltl 3-8 0-0 6, 
Nogueira 0-0 0-0 0, VanVIeet 1-7 1-2 4, 
Wright 5-10 0-0 10. Totals 34-88 28-33 106. 

Atlanta 28 23 26 13- 90 

Toronto 27 23 26 30-106 

Three-point goals—Atlanta 6-21 (Sch¬ 
roder 2-3, Bazemore 2-3, Prince 2-5, Col¬ 
lins 0-1, Muscala 0-1, Taylor 0-1, Morris 0- 
1, Dedmon 0-2, Dorsey 0-4), Toronto 10-36 
(Miles 4-9, Ibaka 2-7, Powell 1-2, DeRozan 

1- 2, Miller 1-3, VanVIeet 1-4, Siakam 0-1, 
Wright 0-2, Valanciunas 0-2, Lowry 0-4). 
Fouled Out—Dorsey. Rebounds—Atlanta 
44 (Dedmon 10), Toronto 45 (Poeltl 9). As¬ 
sists—Atlanta 22 (Bazemore 5), Toronto 
25 (Lowry, VanVIeet 7). Total Fouls-At- 
lanta 25, Toronto 21. Technicals—Lowry, 
DeRozan. A-19,800 (19,800). 

76ers 128, Hornets 114 

PHILADELPHIA - Covington 7-11 3- 
3 22, Saric 7-11 1-2 19, Embiid 8-16 2-2 
18, Simmons 8-9 0-0 16, Redick 4-8 3-4 
14, Holmes 0-3 0-0 0, Johnson 3-4 0-0 7, 
Ilyasova 4-7 1-2 11, McConnell 4-7 0-0 8, 
Luwawu-Cabarrot 1-1 0-0 2, Belinelli 4-9 

2- 2 11, Anderson 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 50-87 
12-15 128. 

CHARLOTTE - Kidd-Gilchrist 1-2 3-4 5, 
Williams 4-10 0-0 11, Howard 12-17 5-7 30, 
Walker 1-9 3-6 5, Batum 3-5 4-4 12, Bacon 
0-0 0-0 0, Kaminsky 4-9 2-2 11, Hernango- 
mez 0-0 1-2 1, Zeller 4-4 0-0 8, Monk 3-10 
2-2 9, Graham 5-9 1-2 12, Stone 0-0 0-0 0, 
Lamb 3-5 2-2 10. Totals 40-80 23-31 114. 
Philadelphia 32 39 30 27-128 

Charlotte 29 30 32 23-114 

Three-point goals—Philadelphia 16- 
33 (Covington 5-9, Saric 4-7, Redick 3-5, 
Ilyasova 2-3, Johnson 1-1, Belinelli 1-5, 
Embiid 0-3), Charlotte 11-29 (Williams 3- 
7, Lamb 2-2, Batum 2-3, Howard 1-1, Ka¬ 
minsky 1-2, Graham 1-3, Monk 1-6, Walker 
0-5). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Phil¬ 
adelphia 44 (Simmons 8), Charlotte 33 
(Howard 6). Assists—Philadelphia 35 
(Simmons 13), Charlotte 26 (Batum 10). 
Total Fouls—Philadelphia 20, Charlotte 
12. Technicals—Embiid, Philadelphia 
coach 76ers (Defensive three second), 
Kidd-Gilchrist 2, Howard. Ejected-Kidd- 
Gilchrist. A-15,600 (19,077). 


NEW YORK - Hardaway Jr. 8-18 0-0 19, 
Thomas 2-2 0-0 6, Kanter 6-9 6-6 18, Nti- 
likina 2-7 2-2 6, Mudiay 1-9 1-1 3, Williams 

3- 5 1-2 8, Hicks 0-1 0-0 0, Beasley 8-13 0- 
0 16, Kornet 1-2 0-0 3, O’Quinn 1-3 0-0 2, 
Burke 2-12 0-4 4, Dotson 1-2 0-0 2. Totals 
35-83 10-15 87. 

PORTLAND - Turner 3-7 2-2 8, Aminu 

2- 3 0-0 6, Nurkic 5-8 1-1 11, Lillard 10-18 
9-11 37, McCollum 7-18 0-0 19, Layman 0-1 
0-0 0, Swanigan 1-1 0-0 2, Davis 1-5 0-0 2, 
Collins 1-7 2-2 5, Napier 2-5 6-6 12, Con- 
naughton 3-8 0-0 8, Baldwin IV 0-0 1-2 1. 
Totals 35-81 21-24 111. 

New York 28 24 19 16- 87 

Portland 35 22 30 24-111 

Three-point goals—New York 7-19 
(Hardaway Jr. 3-6, Thomas 2-2, Williams 
1-2, Kornet 1-2, Beasley 0-1, Ntilikina 0- 

1, Mudiay 0-2, Burke 0-3), Portland 20-33 
(Lillard 8-11, McCollum 5-7, Aminu 2-2, 
Napier 2-3, Connaughton 2-6, Collins 
1-3, Turner 0-1). Fouled Out—None. Re¬ 
bounds—New York 39 (Kanter 11), Port¬ 
land 51 (Davis 14). Assists—New York 21 
(Burke 7), Portland 22 (Napier, Nurkic, 
Turner, McCollum 4). Total Fouls—New 
York 19, Portland 15. A-19,393 (19,393). 

Mavericks 118, Nuggets 107 

DENVER - Chandler 7-12 4-6 21, Mill- 
sap 3-10 6-6 12, Jokic 2-9 0-1 4, Murray 2-8 

1- 1 6, G.Harris 5-13 0-0 11, Lyles 4-7 1-3 10, 
Plumlee 4-5 2-2 10, D.Harris 3-9 0-0 7, Bar¬ 
ton 5-15 3-4 16, Beasley 3-4 3-3 10. Totals 
38-92 20-26 107. 

DALLAS - Barnes 7-18 1-3 15, Nowitzki 
6-11 0-0 17, Powell 5-9 4-5 14, Smith Jr. 7- 
16 2-2 18, Ferrell 9-11 0-0 24, McDermott 

4- 8 6-6 15, Noel 3-6 2-5 8, Barea 2-9 2-2 7, 
Collinsworth 0-2 0-0 0. Totals 43-90 17-23 
118. 

Denver 25 37 23 22-107 

Dallas 29 29 38 22-118 

Three-point goals—Denver 11-36 
(Chandler 3-5, Barton 3-7, Beasley 1- 

2, Lyles 1-3, Murray 1-4, D.Harris 1-5, 
G.Harris 1-5, Millsap 0-1, Jokic 0-4), Dal¬ 
las 15-27 (Ferrell 6-7, Nowitzki 5-7, Smith 
Jr. 2-6, McDermott 1-2, Barea 1-4, Barnes 
0-1). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Den¬ 
ver 49 (Jokic 9), Dallas 51 (Noel 14). As¬ 
sists—Denver 23 (Barton 7), Dallas 24 
(Smith Jr. 11). Total Fouls-Denver 16, 
Dallas 20. Technicals—Dallas coach Rick 
Carlisle. A-19,504 (19,200). 

Rockets 122, Thunder 112 

HOUSTON - Ariza 4-8 4-4 15, Tucker 4- 
8 0-2 10, Capela 4-6 2-4 10, Paul 7-14 6-6 
25, Harden 8-13 6-7 23, Mbah a Moute 3-3 
4-4 11, Nene 3-5 2-2 8, Gordon 3-7 5-5 14, 
Green 2-7 0-0 6. Totals 38-71 29-34 122. 

OKLAHOMA CITY - George 7-16 1-2 
17, Anthony 8-18 3-4 23, Adams 7-9 2-3 16, 
Westbrook 15-27 2-2 32, Huestis 1-2 0-0 3, 
Brewer 4-10 0-0 10, Grant 1-2 0-0 3, Patter¬ 
son 0-1 0-0 0, D.Johnson 0-0 0-0 0, Felton 

3- 8 0-0 8, Abrines 0-0 0-0 0, Ferguson 0-0 
0-0 0. Totals 46-93 8-11 112. 

Houston 26 28 33 35-122 

Oklahoma City 24 21 29 38-112 

Three-point goals—Houston 17-33 
(Paul 5-6, Ariza 3-5, Gordon 3-6, Tucker 

2- 5, Green 2-7, Mbah a Moute 1-1, Hard¬ 
en 1-3), Oklahoma City 12-34 (Anthony 

4- 10, Felton 2-3, Brewer 2-6, George 2-8, 
Huestis 1-1, Grant 1-2, Westbrook 0-4). 
Fouled Out—Brewer. Rebounds—Hous¬ 
ton 37 (Tucker 6), Oklahoma City 33 (Ad¬ 
ams 8). Assists—Houston 25 (Harden 11), 
Oklahoma City 18 (Westbrook 7). Total 
Fouls—Houston 20, Oklahoma City 28. 
A-18,203 (18,203). 

Calendar 

April 11-14 — Portsmouth (Va.) Invita¬ 
tional Tournament. 

April 11 — Regular season ends. 

April 14 — Playoffs begin. 

April 22 — Early entry eligibility dead¬ 
line for NBA Draft (11:59 p.m. EDT). 

May 31 — NBA Finals begin. 



Frank Gunn, The Canadian Press/AP 


Hawks forward Mike Muscala, left, has his shot blocked by Raptors 
center Jakob Poeltl during the second half Tuesday in Toronto. 
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NFL _ 

Bell gets 
exclusive 
tag again 



Redskins quarterback Kirk Cousins looks around the stadium before a game against the Denver Broncos in December. When the 
league year opens next week, Cousins will be the top free agent available and find no shortage of suitors for his services. 

Cousins set to hit free agency 


Associated Press 

Five NFL players have been given the 
franchise tag, with only Steelers running 
back Le’Veon Bell getting the exclusive 
tag. 

Bell, who has been adamant about not 
playing under the tag for a second straight 
season, can’t negotiate with any other 
team. Pittsburgh must offer him the aver¬ 
age of the top five running backs’ salaries. 
Both sides plan to continue negotiating. 

Bell, a two-time All Pro, accounted for 
1,946 total yards and 11 touchdowns for 
the AFC North champions in 2017. Both 
Bell and Steelers management said after 
the season they hoped to get a contract 
extension done quickly, but failed to do so 
by Tuesday’s deadline for teams to use the 
franchise tag. 

“Pittsburgh: the city that took in a 21- 
year old kid from small-town Ohio, the city 
I battled thru adversity in, the city that I 
became a man in,” Bell tweeted. “I love ev¬ 
erything about being a Pittsburgh Steeler, 
and I want nothing more than to finish the 
rest of my career in Pitt!” 

Bell turned down a long-term deal with 
the Steelers last summer and told ESPN 
in January he would consider retiring if 
the Steelers used the franchise tag on him 
again. He backtracked a bit during the Pro 
Bowl when he said he believed a new con¬ 
tract was in the works. 

Also getting franchise tags were Miami 
wide receiver Jarvis Landry, Detroit de¬ 
fensive end Ezekiel Ansah, Dallas DE De- 
Marcus Lawrence, and Los Angeles Rams 
safety Lamarcus Joyner. They can talk 
with other teams, but their current team 
would get compensation if they leave. 

The only player given the transition tag 
was Chicago comerback Kyle Fuller. 

Free agency begins on March 14. 

The franchise tag value for running 
backs is $11,866 million. But Bell is sched¬ 
uled to make $14.54 million in 2018 be¬ 
cause it is his second straight tag. 

For defensive ends, it is $17,143 million, 
while it’s $15,982 million for receivers and 
$11,287 million for safeties. 

Fuller’s transition amount is $9,536 
million. 

Last year’s franchise tags went to Bell 
and Washington QB Kirk Cousins, both 
exclusive, and to Arizona linebacker 
Chandler Jones, Carolina defensive tackle 
Kawann Short, Chargers LB Melvin In¬ 
gram, Rams CB Trumaine Johnson and 
Giants DE Jason Pierre-Paul. 


By Stephen Whyno 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Kirk Cousins’ time 
with the Washington Redskins is about to 
end after they chose not to use the fran¬ 
chise tag on the quarterback as expected. 

The Redskins have agreed to acquire 
Alex Smith from the Kansas City Chiefs, 
effectively pushing Cousins into free agen¬ 
cy after a tumultuous six years with the 
club the drafted him. Cousins will be the 
top free agent available and should have no 
shortage of suitors. 

“Next week is now officially the first 
time since 2007 that I’ll be choosing where 
to play football,” Cousins posted on Twit¬ 
ter. “I’m open to suggestions.” 

The 29-year-old Cousins is coming off 
his third consecutive 4,000-yard pass¬ 
ing season. In his time as a full-time NFL 
starter, he has completed 67 percent of his 
passes for 81 touchdowns, 36 interceptions 
and a 97.5 QB rating. 


Despite previously saying Washington 
could win with Cousins, coach Jay Gruden 
said at the scouting combine that “it’s time 
for us to move on” and find some continu¬ 
ity at the position. 

The Redskins now seemingly have that 
in Smith, who will join the Redskins once 
the trade becomes official March 14 and 
has agreed to a four-year extension with 
$71 million guaranteed. 

Cousins could easily command more 
than that on the open market with the New 
York Jets, Denver Broncos, Minnesota Vi¬ 
kings, Arizona Cardinals and Cleveland 
Browns among the teams interested in up¬ 
grading at quarterback. 

After becoming the first QB in NFL his¬ 
tory to play two consecutive seasons on 
the franchise tag — making almost $44 
million in the process — Cousins is look¬ 
ing for long-term stability in the wake of 
almost-weekly questions about his future 
in Washington persisted over the past few 
years. Agent Mike McCartney declined to 


comment on the plans of the Cousins camp 
in an email to The Associated Press on 
Tuesday. 

This is perhaps the first time in Cousins’ 
football career that he has been No. 1 on 
any list. He did not have any scholarship 
offers as a high school senior, was not con¬ 
sidered a top prospect after four years at 
Michigan State and got picked in the fourth 
round in 2012 by the Redskins — the same 
draft they traded up to make Robert Grif¬ 
fin III the No. 2 pick. 

Only 39-year-old Drew Brees, who’s 
expected to re-sign with the New Orleans 
Saints, threw for more yards last season 
than Cousins, who is the best option avail¬ 
able in a crop that includes Case Keenum, 
Sam Bradford and Josh McCown. Though 
during the 2017 season it was reported 
that Cousins could set a record for QB con¬ 
tracts, it’s unclear how close he might come 
to the $135 million, five-year deal with $92 
million guaranteed that Matthew Stafford 
signed with the Detroit Lions. 
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Ben Margot/AP 


The Colorado Rockies’ Nolan Arenado swings against the Arizona Diamondbacks during a spring training 
game on Feb. 23 in Scottsdale, Ariz. Arenado is bucking the trend. In the past three seasons, Arenado 
has played at least 157 games as he’s become the star of the Rockies. 


Don't expect Arenado's 
work load to decrease 


Colorado third baseman 
won't get many rest days 


By Tim Booth 

Associated Press 

SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. 
olan Arenado chuckled at the idea of ever 
taking the field every day for the Colorado 
Rockies and playing all 162 games. 

In theory, it’s possible. The reality of 
being the third baseman for the Rockies is some¬ 
thing else. 

“I played 160 one year. That was way too hard in 
Denver,” he said. 

Still, Arenado is bucking a trend while develop¬ 
ing into one of the premier players in the National 
League. Rather than making sure he’s getting days 
of rest built into his schedule, Arenado almost re¬ 
fuses to step out of the lineup. He’s played at least 
157 games in each of the past three seasons. Only 
two position players league-wide — Eric Hosmer 
and Joey Votto — have played more games than the 
476 total regular-season games for Arenado during 
those three seasons. 

It’s a point of pride for the Rockies’ young star, 
who turns 27 next month and finished fourth in the 
MVP voting last season. And he’s doing it playing 
half the season at elevation where it’s more difficult 
for the body to fully recover. 

“You look around the league, you shouldn’t have 
guys leading the league in at-bats or games played 
who play in Denver. It shouldn’t happen,” Colorado 
outfielder Charlie Blackmon said. 

It’s hard to be better than Arenado was in 2017. He 
had a career-best .309 batting average. He reached 
the 130 RBIs plateau for the third straight season 
and clubbed another 37 home runs. His OPS was 
also a career-best .959. If anything, what Arenado 
accomplished in 2017 validated his previous two 
seasons when he burst on the scene with back-to- 
back 40-home run seasons for the Rockies. 

Over the past three seasons, Arenado is hitting a 
combined .297 with 120 home runs and 393 RBIs. 

During this three-year run, Arenado has figured 



Chris Carlson/AP 


Colorado Rockies third baseman Nolan Arenado is 
becoming one of the league’s premier players. 

out how to keep himself in the lineup. He learned 
from watching former teammates Troy Tulowitzki 
and Carlos Gonzalez and how they prepped for the 
season. Arenado figured out sitting in the ice bath 
wouldn’t be enough and added additional recovery 
methods — massage, acupuncture — to his routine. 

“I’m a big believer that if you’re on the field long 
enough the numbers will be there in the end,” Are¬ 
nado said. “I just try and focus on taking care of 
myself and being ready to go every day. I never like 
days off I have a guilty conscience to be honest with 
you. I feel guilty when I take days and stuff like that. 
I never want to. When I take a day I feel guilty. I’m 
letting someone down and I don’t want to be doing 
that.” 



Bugs’ Bell wants fast 
start after slow finish 


By John Perrotto 

Associated Press 

BRADENTON, Fla. — Overall, 
Josh Bell had a fine rookie season 
in 2017. 

The Pittsburgh Pirates first 
baseman finished third in the NL 
Rookie of the Year voting behind 
unanimous winner Cody Bell¬ 
inger of the Los Angles Dodgers 
and the St. Louis Cardinals’ Paul 
DeJong. 

Bell’s 26 home runs established 
an NL rookie record for a switch- 
hitter. He also had a .255 batting 
average and a team-high 90 RBIs 
in 159 games. 

However, the 25-year-old Bell 
is looking for more consistency 
after a slow start and cold finish 
last year. He arrived at spring 
training nearly a full month be¬ 
fore the reporting day. 

“I felt it was important to shake 
the cobwebs off earlier this year,” 
Bell said. “Some guys can roll out 
of bed and be ready to play in a 
game. I’m not that way. I need 
more time to prepare and the 
more prepared I am the more 
confident I am that I’ll perform 
well.” 

Bell hit just .214 with two hom¬ 
ers in his first 20 games last sea¬ 
son after arthroscopic surgery 
to remove loose bodies from 
his left knee two weeks before 
spring training opened. How¬ 
ever, the Pirates gave no thought 
of sending him back to Triple-A 
Indianapolis. 

“Josh was still trying to liter¬ 
ally get his legs under him,” man¬ 


ager Clint Hurdle said. “It was a 
little frustrating for him and we 
had to pump the air breaks a few 
times.” 

Bell was hitting .262 with 23 
home runs at the end of August. 
But he hit just .221 with three 
homers in his last 27 games. 

The poor finish caused Bell to 
change his offseason itinerary. 

He originally planned to drive 
the length of the Pacific Coast 
Highway to take in some breath¬ 
taking views of the Pacific Ocean. 
Instead, he stayed home in Dallas 
and spent extra time in the weight 
room and batting cage. 

“You always want to finish the 
season strong and go into the off¬ 
season with a good feeling,” Bell 
said. “I was very disappointed 
with the way last season ended. 
I don’t want that to happen again 
this year. I tried to take safeguards 
to avoid that from happening.” 

The Pirates, though, were 
pleased with Bell’s performance. 

“There were some ups and 
downs but you’re going to have 
that with young players,” Hurdle 
said. “I like what Josh Bell did last 
season and I like what he can do 
for us going forward. I like Josh 
Bell a lot.” 

The Pirates also appreciated 
Bell’s defense graded well in ad¬ 
vanced metrics. He was shifted 
to first base from outfield in in¬ 
structional league following the 
2014 season. 

“I’ve put a lot of time into learn¬ 
ing the position and it felt like ev¬ 
erything started really coming 
together last year,” Bell said. 



John Raoux/AP 


The Pittsbui^h Pirates’ Josh Bell moves away from an inside pitch 
during the second inning of an exhibition game against the Atlanta 
Braves on Monday in Kissimmee, Fla. 
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL 


Conference tournament scoreboard 


America East Conference 
At Higher-Seeded Schoois 
Semifinais 
Tuesday, March 6 

Vermont 70, Stony Brook 51 
UMBC 75, Hartford 60 

Championship 
Saturday, March 10 
Vermont vs. UMBC 

Atiantic Coast Conference 
At New York 
First Round 
Tuesday, March 6 
Boston College 87, Georgia Tech 77 
Notre Dame 67, Pittsburgh 64 
Syracuse 73, Wake Forest 64 
Second Round 
Wednesday, March 7 
Florida State vs. Louisville 
N.C. State vs. Boston College 
Virginia Tech vs. Notre Dame 
North Carolina vs. Syracuse 
Quarterfinals 
Thursday, March 8 

Virginia vs. Florida State-Louisville 
winner 

Clemson vs. N.C. State-Boston College 
winner 

Duke vs. Virginia Tech-Notre Dame 
winner 

Miami vs. North Carolina-Syracuse 
winner 

Atlantic Sun Conference 
Championship 
Sunday, March 4 

Lipscomb 108, Fiorida Guif Coast 96 

Atlantic 10 Conference 
At Washington 
First Round 
Wednesday, March 7 

La Saiie vs. UMass 

George Washington vs. Fordham 

Second Round 
Thursday, March 8 

VCU vs. Dayton 

George Mason vs. La Salle-UMass win- 

Richmond vs. Duquesne 

Saint Louis vs. GW-Fordham winner 

Quarterfinals 
Friday, March 9 

Rhode Island vs. VCU-Dayton winner 
Saint Joseph’s vs. George Mason—La 
Saile-UMass winner 

St. Bonaventure vs. Richmond- 
Duquesne winner 

Davidson vs. Saint Louis—George 
Washington-Fordham winner 

Big East Conference 
At New York 
First Round 
Wednesday, March 7 

Georgetown vs. St. John’s 
Marquette vs. DePaui 

Quarterfinals 
Thursday, March 8 

Xavier vs. Georgetown-St. John’s win- 

Creighton vs. Providence 

Viiianova vs. Marquette-DePaui winner 

Seton Haii vs. Butler 

Semifinals 
Friday, March 9 

Xavier—Georgetown-St. John’s winner 
vs. Creighton-Providence winner 

Viiianova-Marquette-DePaul winner 
vs. Seton Hall-Butler winner 


Championship 
Saturday, March : 


10 

Semifinal winners 

Big Sky Conference 
At Reno, Nev. 

First Round 
Tuesday, March 6 

North Dakota 76, Montana State 74 
Northern Colo. 82, Northern Ariz. 59 
Southern Utah 76, Idaho State 68 
Portland St. 71, Sacramento State 67 
Quarterfinals 
Thursday, March 8 
Montana vs. North Dakota 
Weber State vs. Northern Colorado 
Idaho vs. Southern Utah 
Eastern Wash. vs. Portland State 
Big South Conference 
Championship 
At Higher-Seeded School 
Sunday, March 4 
Radford 55, Liberty 52 

Big Ten Conference 
At New York 
Championship 
Sunday, March 4 
Michigan 75, Purdue 66 

Big 12 Conference 
At Kansas City, Mo. 

First Round 
Wednesday, March 7 
Oklahoma State vs. Oklahoma 
Texas vs. Iowa State 

Quarterfinals 
Thursday, March 8 
Kansas State vs. TCU 
Kansas vs. Okla. State-Okla. winner 
Texas Tech vs. Texas-lowa St. winner 
West Virginia vs. Baylor 
Semifinals 
Friday, March 9 

Kansas State-TCU winner vs. Kansas— 
Oklahoma State-Oklahoma winner 
Texas Tech—Texas-lowa State winner 
vs. West Virginia-Baylor winner 
Championship 
Saturday, March 10 
Semifinal winners 

Big West Conference 
At Anaheim, Calif. 

First Round 
Thursday, March 8 
UC Davis vs. UC Riverside 
Cal State Fullerton vs. Long Beach St. 
UC Irvine vs. Hawaii 
UC Santa Barbara vs. Cal Poly 
Semifinals 
Friday, March 9 
Highest seed vs. lowest seed 
Middle remaining seeds 
Championship 
Saturday, March 10 
Semifinal winners 


NCAA automatic bids 

College of Charleston, Colonial Ath¬ 
letic Association 

Gonzaga, West Coast Conference 
Iona, Metro Atlantic Athletic Confer¬ 
ence 

LIU Brooklyn, Northeast Conference 
Lipscomb, Atlantic Sun Conference 
Loyola of Chicago, Missouri Valley 
Conference 

Michigan, Big Ten Conference 
Murray State, Ohio Valley Conference 
Radford, Big South Conference 
South Dakota State, Summit League 
UNC-Greensboro, Southern Confer- 

Wright State, Horizon League 


Colonial Athletic Association 
At North Charleston, S.C. 
Championship 
Tuesday, March 6 

Coll, of Charleston 83, Northeastern 
76, OT 

Conference USA 
At Frisco, Texas 
First Round 
Wednesday, March 7 

FlU vs. Southern Miss. 

UTSA vs. UTEP 

North Texas vs. Louisiana Tech 
UAB vs. FAU 

Quarterfinals 
Thursday, March 8 

Middle Tennessee vs. FlU-Southern 
Miss, winner 

Marshall vs. UTSA-UTEP winner 
Old Dominion vs. North Texas-Louisi- 
ana Tech winner 

W. Kentucky vs. UAB-FAU winner 

Horizon League 
At Detroit 
Championship 
Tuesday, March 6 
Wright St. 74, Cleveland St. 57 
Ivy League 
At Philadelphia 
First Round 
Saturday, March 10 
Harvard vs. Cornell 
Pennsylvania vs. Yale 

Championship 
Sunday, March 11 
Semifinal winners 
Metro Atlantic Athletic Conference 
At Albany, N.Y. 
Championship 
Monday, March S 
Iona 83, Fairfield 71 

Mid-American Conference 
First Round 
Monday, March S 
Akron 79, W. Michigan 78 
Cent. Michigan 81, Bowling Green 77, 
OT 

Kent St. 61, N. Illinois 59 
Miami (Ohio) 68, Ohio 55 
At Cleveland 
Quarterfinals 
Thursday, March 8 
Buffalo vs. Central Michigan 
Ball State vs. Kent State 
Toledo vs. Miami (Ohio) 

Eastern Michigan vs. Akron 
Semifinals 
Friday, March 9 

Buffalo-Central Michigan winner vs. 
Ball State-Kent State winner 

Toledo-Miami (Ohio) winner vs. East¬ 
ern Michigan-Akron winner 
Championship 
Saturday, March 10 
Semifinal winners 
Mid-Eastern Athletic Conference 
At Norfolk, Va. 

First Round 
Monday, March S 
NC A&T 62, Delaware St. 61, OT 
Norfolk St. 78, Md.-Eastern Shore 68 
Tuesday, March 6 
Florida A&M 88, Howard 78 
N.C. Central 60, Coppin State 48 
Morgan State 83, S.C. State 80 
Quarterfinals 
Wednesday, March 7 
Hampton vs. Florida A&M 
Bethune-Cookman vs. Morgan State 
Thursday, March 8 
Savannah State vs. N.C. Central 
N.C. A&T vs. Norfolk State 
Semifinals 
Friday, March 9 

Hampton-Florlda A&M winner vs. N.C. 
A&T-Norfolk State winner 

Bethune-Cookman-Morgan State win¬ 
ner vs. Savannah St.-N.C. Central winner 

Championship 
Saturday, March 10 
Semifinal winners 

Missouri Valley Conference 
At St. Louis 
Semifinals 
Championship 
Sunday, March 4 

Loyola of Chicago 65, Illinois State 49 
Mountain West Conference 
At Las Vegas 
First Round 
Wednesday, March 7 
UNLV vs. Air Force 
Utah State vs. Colorado State 
Wyoming vs. San Jose State 
Quarterfinals 
Thursday, March 8 
Nevada vs. UNLV-Air Force winner 
Fresno State vs. San Diego State 
Boise St. vs. Utah St.-Colo. St. winner 
New Mexico vs. Wyoming-San Jose 
State winner 

Semifinals 
Friday, March 9 

Nevada—UNLV-Air Force winner vs. 
Fresno State-San Diego State winner 
Boise State—Utah State-Colorado 
State winner vs. New Mexico—Wyoming- 
San Jose State winner 


Championship 
Saturday, March 10 
Semifinal winners 

Northeast Conference 
At Higher-Seeded Schools 
Championship 
Tuesday, March 6 
LIU Brooklyn 71, Wagner 61 
Ohio Valley Conference 
Championship 
Saturday, March 3 
Murray State 68, Belmont 51 
Pacific-12 Conference 
At Las Vegas 
First Round 
Wednesday, March 7 
Colorado vs. Arizona State 
Stanford vs. California, 5:30 p.m. 
Washington vs. Oregon State 
Oregon vs. Washington State 
Quarterfinals 
Thursday, March 8 
Arizona vs. Colo.-Arizona St. winner 
UCLA vs. Stanford-California winner 
use vs. Washington-Oregon St. winner 
Utah vs. Oregon-Wash. State winner 
Semifinals 
Friday, March 9 

Arizona—Colorado-Arizona St. winner 
vs. UCLA—Stanford-California winner 
use— Washington-Oregon St. winner 
vs. Utah—Oregon-Wash. St. winner 

Championship 
Saturday, March 10 
Semifinal winners 

Patriot League 
At Higher-Seeded Schools 
Championship 
Wednesday, March 7 
Colgate at Bucknell 

Southeastern Conference 
At St. Louis 
First Round 
Wednesday, March 7 
Georgia vs. Vanderbilt 
South Carolina vs. Mississippi 
Second Round 
Thursday, March 8 
Texas A&M vs. Alabama 
Missouri vs. Georgia-Vanderbilt win- 

Mississippi State vs. LSU 
Arkansas vs. S. Carolina-Miss. winner 

Quarterfinals 
Friday, March 9 

Auburn vs. Texas A&M-Ala. winner 
Kentucky vs. Missouri—Georgia-Van¬ 
derbilt winner 

Tennessee vs. Mississippi State-LSU 
winner 

Florida vs. Arkansas—South Carolina- 
Mississippi winner 

Southern Conference 
At Asheville, N.C. 
Championship 
Monday, March 5 
UNC Greensboro 62, ETSU 47 
Southland Conference 
At Katy, Texas 
First Round 
Wednesday, March 7 
New Orleans vs. Texas A&M-CC 
Lamar vs. Central Arkansas 
Second Round 
Thursday, March 8 

Sam Houston State vs. New Orleans- 
Texas A&M-Corpus Christ! winner 

Stephen F. Austin vs. Lamar-Central 
Arkansas winner 

Southwestern Athletic Conference 
First Round 
Tuesday, March 6 

Arkansas-Pine Bluff 77, MVSU 73 
Southern 62, Jackson State 60 
Texas Southern 90, Alabama State 76 
Prairie View A&M 87, Alcorn State 71 

At Houston 
Semifinals 
Friday, March 9 

Arkansas-Pine Bluff vs. Southern 
Prairie View A&M vs. Texas Southern 

Championship 
Saturday, March 10 
Semifinal winners 

Summit League 
At Sioux Falls, S.D. 

Championship 
Tuesday, March 6 
S. Dakota St. 97, South Dakota 87 
Sun Belt Conference 
At New Orleans 
First Round 
Wednesday, March 7 
Coastal Carolina vs. Texas State 
Appalachian State vs. Little Rock 
Troy vs. South Alabama 
Louisiana-Monroe vs. Arkansas State 
Quarterfinals 
Fnday, March 9 

Louisiana-Lafayette vs. Coastal Caro- 
lina-Texas State winner 

Texas-Arlington vs. Appalachian 
State-Little Rock winner 

Georgia St. vs. Troy-S. Alabama winner 
Georgia Southern vs. Louisiana-Mon- 
roe-Arkansas State winner 

West Coast Conference 
At Las Vegas 
Championship 
Tuesday, March 6 
Gonzaga 74, BYU 54 

Western Athletic Conference 
At Las Vegas 
First Round 
Thursday, March 8 
Grand Canyon vs. UMKC 
Utah Valley vs. CSU Bakersfield 
New Mexico State vs. Chicago State 
Seattle vs. UT Rio Grande Valley 
Semifinals 
Friday, March 9 

Grand Canyon-UMKC winner vs. Utah 
Valley-CSU Bakersfield winner 

New Mexico St.-Chicago St. winner vs. 
Seattle-UT Rio Grande Valley winner 

Championship 
Saturday, March 10 

Semifinal winners 



Brynn Anderson/AP 


Auburn’s Mustapha Heron, right, wears a net after the Tigers beat 
South Carolina on Saturday to tie for first in the SEC with Tennessee. 


Balance could create 
a wide-open tourney 

SEC expects to get most NCAA bids ever 


By Steve Megargee 
Associated Press 

Southeastern Conference 
coaches believe the depth of their 
league should give all 14 teams 
reason to believe they could win 
the postseason tournament that 
started Wednesday in St. Louis. 

“You just never know,” Ala¬ 
bama coach Avery Johnson said. 
“I wouldn’t be surprised by any¬ 
thing that happens in the tourna¬ 
ment because of how balanced 
the league is.” 

The standings reflect that 
balance. 

No. 13 Tennessee and No. 16 
Auburn tied for first place with 
13-5 conference records, match¬ 
ing the highest loss total for any 
SEC champion in league history. 
Every team in the SEC won at 
least five conference games, the 
first time that’s happened since 
1988. 

“After going through this 
league, I think I could tell any 
team in this league, ‘We have a 
chance if we’re willing to do what 
we need to do,”’ Tennessee coach 
Rick Barnes said. “I really be¬ 
lieve that. There’s not a team in 
this league that can’t do it.” 

The tournament opened 
Wednesday with llth-seeded 
South Carolina (16-15, 7-11 SEC) 
facing 14th-seeded Mississippi 
(12-19, 5-13) and 12th-seeded 
Georgia (16-14, 7-11) meeting 
13th-seeded Vanderbilt (12-19, 
6 - 12 ). 

Auburn’s Bruce Pearl says this 
is the most competitive the SEC 
has been in his nine years coach¬ 
ing in the league. Auburn has 
the No. 1 seed in the tournament 
because it won 94-84 at Tennes¬ 
see in their lone regular-season 
meeting. 

Kentucky is seeded fourth and 


joins Auburn, Tennessee and 
Florida in getting byes into Fri¬ 
day’s quarterfinals. 

Here are some things to 
watch this week in the SEC 
Tournament: 

How many bids? The SEC 

never has sent more than six 
teams to the NCAA Tournament, 
but that figures to change this 
month. Most mock brackets have 
the SEC getting seven or eight 
teams into the field. Tennes¬ 
see, Auburn, Florida, Kentucky, 
Arkansas, Missouri and Texas 
A&M seem like safe bets to make 
the field. Alabama has more work 
to do, and Mississippi State may 
have knocked itself out of at-large 
consideration by ending the regu¬ 
lar season with lopsided losses to 
Tennessee and LSU. 

Big week for Bama: Perhaps 
no SEC team has as much at stake 
this week as Alabama, which 
ended the regular season with five 
straight losses. The Tide (17-14,8- 
10) seemed in good shape to earn 
an NCAA bid until that late slide. 
Johnson acknowledged the tour¬ 
nament gives his team a chance 
to “hit the reset button.” “This is 
a new season, a new opportunity,” 
Johnson said. “Anything can hap¬ 
pen.” Alabama is the ninth seed 
and plays its first tournament 
game Thursday against eighth- 
seeded Texas A&M (20-11, 9-9) 
in a rematch of a game the Aggies 
won 68-66 on Saturday. 

Droughts for league leaders: 
Auburn is the No. 1 seed but 
hasn’t won the SEC Tournament 
since 1985. Tennessee, the No. 2 
seed, hasn’t won it since 1979. 

Auburn has a quarterfinal 
matchup Friday with either Texas 
A&M or Alabama. Tennessee’s 
quarterfinal opponent will be ei¬ 
ther seventh-seeded Mississippi 
State or lOth-seeded LSU. 
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Heat: Georgia blew shot 
to make statement in SEC 


FROM BACK PAGE 

Georgia 

In a year where Kentucky and 
Florida ceded their dominance at 
the top of the Southeastern Con¬ 
ference standings, the Bulldogs 
squandered an opportunity for a 
breakthrough. 

It could mark the end of Fox’s 
nine-year tenure, which has fea¬ 
tured only two NCAA Tourna¬ 
ment appearances (both of which 
were one-and-done). 

While hardly a traditional pow¬ 
erhouse, Georgia certainly ex¬ 
pected better from a team that 
featured Associated Press SEC 
player of the year Yante Maten. 
The Bulldogs are just 16-14 (7-11 
SEC) heading into Wednesday’s 
first-round matchup against 
Vanderbilt in the conference 
tournament. 

“I have not been told that we 
have to win a certain number of 
games to advance through the 
tournament,” Fox said. “I’d really 
like this tournament, like every 
game we’ve played the last nine 
years, to be about our team and 
these kids and trying to find them 
some success. It should not be 
about the coach.” 

Ten years ago, in an SEC tour¬ 
nament remembered for a tor¬ 
nado striking the Georgia Dome, 
the Bulldogs pulled off a stunning 
SEC triumph after finishing last 
during the regular season. That 
performance saved Dennis Fel¬ 
ton’s job for the moment, but he 
didn’t even make it through an¬ 
other full season. 

Fox appears to be in a similar 
situation, requiring five wins in 
five days to even get a shot at Year 
10. 

Pittsburgh 

The Panthers capped a histori¬ 
cally awful season with a 67-64 
loss to Notre Dame in the open¬ 
ing round of the Atlantic Coast 
Conference tournament Tuesday 
night. 

Now the question is: Will Stall¬ 
ings return for a third year? 

While it would be unusual to 
fire a coach after such a short 
tenure, these are dark times in 
Pittsburgh. Stallings’ team lost 
all 19 games against ACC oppo¬ 
nents this season and is just 24- 
41 overall since he arrived from 
Vanderbilt. 

Also working against Stallings: 
He wasn’t a popular choice from 
the outset, and the current ath¬ 
letic director. Heather Lyke, isn’t 
the one who hired him. 

“We knew this was going to 
be a little bit of a tough season,” 
Stallings said. “We didn’t know it 
was going to be this tough.” 

Connecticut 

Ollie has the 2014 national 
championship on his resume, as 
well as an American Athletic Con¬ 
ference title from just two seasons 
ago. But the Huskies have taken a 
significant fall since then. 

After slipping to 16-17 last sea¬ 
son, UConn is just 14-17 — and 7- 


11 in the league—heading into its 
AAC tournament opener against 
SMU on Thursday. 

Athletic director David Bene¬ 
dict plans to evaluate Ollie after 
the season, and it’s clear the boss 
isn’t happy with the state of the 
program, which is also facing an 
NCAA investigation. On the other 
hand, Ollie’s lucrative contract 
would require a buyout of some 
$10 million. 

“When you come to a place like 
UConn, you don’t expect to hope 
to get to the tournament. You ex¬ 
pect that it’s a foregone conclu¬ 
sion,” Benedict told the Hartford 
Courant. 

Iowa 

Fran McCaffery brushed off 
questions about his job security, 
despite an unexpectedly dismal 
season that ended last week with 
an overtime loss to Michigan in 
the earlier-than-usual Big Ten 
Tournament. 

While the overall body of work 
and a contract extension may give 
McCaffery some extra security, 
there’s no doubt the Hawkeyes 
faithful are on edge after a 14-19 
campaign that included just five 
wins in 20 games against confer¬ 
ence opponents. More troubling, 
Iowa wasn’t even competitive at 
times, losing eight Big Ten games 
by double-digit margins and fin¬ 
ishing last in the league in scor¬ 
ing defense. 

“The season did not go as we 
hoped,” McCaffery said. “No 
question.” 

The Hawkeyes could be headed 
for another long season if sopho¬ 
more star Tyler Cook decides to 
leave. 

Louisville 

One of college basketball’s most 
prestigious jobs could be opening 
up unless the Cardinals decide 
to remove the interim tag from 
David Padgett’s title. 

Padgett took over as coach 
after the firing of Rick Pitino, and 
any hope of keeping the job likely 
depends on at least making the 
NCAA Tournament. 

Even then, there are other is¬ 
sues to consider. 

All the uncertainty swirling 
around the NCAA coaching ranks 
because of an ongoing FBI probe 
could actually work in Padgett’s 
favor, since some of the top poten¬ 
tial candidates have been linked 
to the scandal. But being a former 
Pitino assistant could be a mqjor 
strike against Padgett, especially 
if Louisville’s new administration 
wants a totally clean reboot to the 
post-Pitino era. 

The Cardinals’ NCAA hopes 
took a blow last week when they 
lost to No. 1 Virginia on a buzzer¬ 
beating shot, so they’ve got some 
work to do in the ACC Tourna¬ 
ment. Louisville (19-12, 9-9) 
faced Florida State (20-10, 9-9) in 
the first of four games Wednes¬ 
day, a contest that will likely de¬ 
termine which school remains 
in the NCAA mix for at least one 
more day. 
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Wright State’s Everett Winchester, ieft, celebrates a basket Tuesday with Jaylon Hall, center, and Grant 
Benzinger during the second haif of their 74-57 victory over Cleveland State in the championship game 
of the Horizon League tournament in Detroit. Wright State earned a berth in the NCAA Tournament. 

Conference tournaments 


Wright State gets NCAA 
bid, ciaims Horizon title 


Associated Press 

DETROIT — Grant Benzinger grew up watching 
the NCAA Tournament, looking up old highlights 
and locking in for “One Shining Moment,” with his 
dad, hoping to play in it someday. 

His dream is about to come true. 

Benzinger had 19 points and nine rebounds to 
help second-seeded Wright State beat eighth-seed¬ 
ed Cleveland State 74-57 on Tuesday night to win 
the Horizon League Tournament title and earn an 
NCAA Tournament bid. 

“It’s great to be a part of it now,” he said. 

The Raiders (25-9) will play in the NCAAs for the 
third time in school history and the first since 2007. 

“I’m sure we’ll probably have a pretty high seed 
and we’ll play one of the top nine or 12 teams in the 
country,” coach Scott Nagy said. 

The Vikings (12-23) took their last lead with 7:36 
left in the first half and seemed to wear down, play¬ 
ing their fourth game in five days. 

Wright State took control late in the first half with 
a 13-2 run, taking an eight-point lead at halftime. 
The Raiders outscored Cleveland State 10-2 early in 
the second half to pull away. 

“There’s no excuse about being tired,” Cleveland 
State guard Kenny Carpenter said. 

Loudon Love made his first field goal with 14:42 
left to put the Raiders up 44-33. The 6-foot-9, 275- 
pound center finished with nine points and 12 re¬ 
bounds, setting the school’s freshman scoring 
record and its single-season mark for rebounds. 
Wright State’s Cole Gentry and Jaylon Hall scored 
11 points apiece. 

“Love displaced us all game,” Cleveland State 
coach Dennis Felton said. “We did a very, very good 
job establishing position, but he was just very per¬ 
sistent and very physical.” 

Colonial Athletic Association 

College of Charleston 83, Northeastern 76 
(OT): At North Charleston, S.C., Joe Chealey had 32 
points and the Cougars rallied from 17 points down 


in the second half to win the tournament champion¬ 
ship and earn their first NCAA Tournament berth 
in 19 years. 

Fans mobbed the floor when things ended, 
swarming a team that looked cooked about an hour 
earlier. 

After rallying to tie, the Cougars caught fire in the 
extra period. They hit their first four shots, includ¬ 
ing a pair of three-pointers by Marquise Pointer to 
take a 75-69 lead. Northeastern (23-10) could not 
come back. 

Northeast Conference 

LIU Brooklyn 71, Wagner 61: At New York, 
Joel Hernandez had 32 points and seven rebounds, 
and the Blackbirds shocked the crosstown rival Se- 
ahawks to win the tournament title and earn their 
first NCAA Tournament bid in five years. 

Raiquan Clark had 20 points and eight rebounds 
for fourth-seeded LIU Brooklyn (18-16), which 
handed top-seeded Wagner (23-9) its first loss this 
season on its Staten Island campus. 

Romone Saunders had 17 points and Devin Lig- 
geons had 14 points and 11 rebounds for Wagner. 

Summit League 

South Dakota State 97, South Dakota 87: At 

Sioux Falls, S.D., David Jenkins scored 29 points, 
Mike Daum had 25 points and 11 rebounds, and the 
Jackrabbits beat the Coyotes to win the tournament 
championship and clinch a third straight NCAA 
Tournament berth. 

Reed Tellinghuisen added 18 points and 11 re¬ 
bounds for South Dakota State (28-6), which has 
won 11 straight. The Jackrabbits shot 48 percent 
from the field, including 14-for-28 from the three- 
point line. 

SDSU led by 20 in the second half before South 
Dakota mounted a challenge midway through the 
half Tyler Hagedom scored 11 of his 15 points in 
the second half for the Coyotes (26-8) to help fuel 
the run, which dwindled SDSU’s lead to six with just 
under three minutes to play. 
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Zags top BYU for sixth straight WCC title 



Isaac Brekken/AP 


Gonzaga’s Zach Norvell Jr. tries to drive past BYU’s Dalton Nixon during the second 
half of the West Coast Conference tournament championship on Tuesday in Las Vegas. 


By John Marshall 

Associated Press 

LAS VEGAS — Gonzaga seemed head¬ 
ed for a dog fight with BYU to get a sixth 
straight West Coast Conference title. Once 
the Bulldogs started soaring, there was no 
stopping them. 

Racing out for dunks and three-pointers 
in transition, No. 6 Gonzaga overwhelmed 
BYU during a massive run to blow out the 
Cougars 74-54 on Tuesday night for its 
sixth straight WCC tournament title. 

“That’s probably as good a run I’ve been 
a part of in 28 years at Gonzaga, definitely 
in 19 years as head coach,” Gonzaga coach 
Mark Few said. “Fantastic defense that 
led to great offense. It was just a thing of 
beauty to see.” 

Gonzaga (30-4), the regular-season 
champion, locked into a defensive battle 
with BYU (24-10) for most of the first half 
The Zags revved it up at both ends and 
turned it into a title-game rout, reeling off 
a halftime-spanning 36-6 run to win their 
17th WCC title. 

Killian Tillie had 22 points, Zach Norvell 
Jr. added 17 and the Bulldogs held BYU 
to 35 percent shooting to win their 17th 
straight conference tournament game. 

The dominant title performance should 
boost Gonzaga’s chances for a high NCAA 
Tournament seed and possibly a go-out-on- 
top end to the Zags’ dominance in the WCC 
— Gonzaga is in talks to join the Mountain 
West Conference, possibly next season. 

“Tonight, they were a handful for us,” 
BYU coach Dave Rose said. “It’s tough 
when things get that lopsided. It’s really 
tough when they get it going like that.” 

Yoeli Childs had 20 points to cap a stellar 
tournament for BYU. 

Heading into the tournament, Gonzaga 
appeared to be on course for another show¬ 
down with No. 20 Saint Mary’s in the WCC 


title game. 

The Zags, the tournament’s top seed, did 
their part, beating Loyola Marymount and 
San Francisco to reach the title game for 
the 21st straight season. 

BYU got in the way of the No. 2-seeded 
Gaels. The Cougars shot 61 percent and 
Childs had a career-high 33 points, lifting 
them to an 85-72 victory and into the title 
game for the first time since 2015. 

Gonzaga won both meetings during the 
regular season, by eight in Spokane and 14 
in Provo. 

BYU was able to match Gonzaga shot for 


shot for most of a first half dominated by 
defense. The Zags found a little more room 
to operate offensively late in the half, clos¬ 
ing on an 11-2 run to go up 38-29. 

“For the first 17, 18 minutes, it was a 
real battle,” said BYU’s Payton Dastrup, 
who had 11 points. “They seemed to flip a 
switch and create some havoc.” 

Childs had 16 points on 6-for-lO shoot¬ 
ing in the first half, making all three of his 
three-point attempts. The rest of the Cou¬ 
gars: 5-for-20. 

Gonzaga continued its surge to open the 
second half, holding BYU without a field 


goal the opening 5 minutes while going on 
an 11-1 run. The Zags kept pouring it on, 
pushing the lead to 57-31. 

“It was a thing of beauty to see,” Few 
said. 

Big picture 

BYU seemed worn out in its third game 
in four days, unable to keep up with the fly¬ 
ing Bulldogs. 

If this is Gonzaga’s final WCC tourna¬ 
ment, it went out with a flourish. 

Quieting childs 

Childs had a superb first half on the 
heels of his career-best game in the semi¬ 
finals. Gonzaga made it much tougher 
for the sophomore forward in the second 
half, holding him to four points on l-for-6 
shooting. 

“He got the ball in some pretty tough 
spots,” Rice said. “We didn’t get the ball 
to him in angles where he’s really good. 
They made some really good adjustments 
on him, making it tougher for him to get an 
angle to score.” 

Ensemble 

Killian, who is French, was asked to de¬ 
scribe Gonzaga’s performance in one word 
in his native language. 

“Ensemble,” he said. “It means together, 
as a group. We were all sharing the ball, it 
was great.” 

Up next 

BYU has slim NCAA Tournament chanc¬ 
es and could end up in one of the smaller 
postseason tournaments. 

Gonzaga could be up for a top-2 seed 
when the NCAA Tournament field is re¬ 
vealed Sunday. 


Cougars’ loss gives Big Ten bubble teams reprieve 



Mary Altaffer/AP 


Nebraska guard Anton Gill, right, embraces a teammate as he leaves 
the game during a loss against Michigan in the Big Ten tournament 
that might have cost the Comhusters an NCAA Tournament bid. 


By Genaro C. Armas 

Associated Press 

No. 6 Gonzaga might have some 
new fans in Big Ten country. 

A 74-54 win over BYU in the 
West Coast Conference Tourna¬ 
ment title game Tuesday night 
gave the Bulldogs an automatic 
bid to the NCAAs. Gonzaga 
would have made the NCAA 
Tournament regardless, so the 
Zags’ victory opened one more 
precious at-large berth for other 
contenders. 

Nebraska and Penn State can 
breathe easy, at least for one more 
night. 

The Big Ten’s bubble teams 
can only watch now while other 
schools get a chance to impress 
the selection committee. It’s 
an excruciating wait until the 
bracket is announced this week¬ 
end because the Big Ten tourney 
ended Sunday after being moved 
up a week earlier than normal in 
order to play at Madison Square 
Garden in New York. 

What can help the Cornhuskers 
and Nittany Lions is if the favor¬ 
ites win the automatic bids in the 
remaining conference tourna¬ 
ments in order to leave as many 
at-large berths open as possible. 

Gonzaga did them a favor by 
blowing out BYU. The Cougars 


(24-10, 67 RPI) likely lost their 
only shot to get into the NCAAs. 

Elsewhere on the bubble, Notre 
Dame and Syracuse each won on 
the first day of the Atlantic Coast 
Conference Tournament to keep 
their hopes alive. The schedule 
picked up Wednesday with the 
Big East, Big 12 and Pac-12 join¬ 
ing the conference tourney fray. 
Schools like Marquette, Okla¬ 
homa and Arizona State get their 
first cracks at strengthening re¬ 
sumes and making postseason 
runs to stay fresh in the minds 
of the members of the selection 
committee. 

All Nebraska and Penn State 
can do is wait. 

On the rise 

Notre Dame: The Irish (19-13, 
69 RPI) had some nervous mo¬ 
ments late in their three-point vic¬ 
tory over 24-loss team Pittsburgh 
in the first round of the ACC 
Tournament. But Notre Dame 
did get 19 points and 33 minutes 
from star forward Bonzie Colson 
in his third game back from inju¬ 
ry. Next up: a chance to get to 20 
wins on Wednesday against Vir¬ 
ginia Tech (21-10,51 RPI). Unlike 
the 80-75 loss to the Hokies in late 
January, the Irish should have 
Colson and Matt Farrell for this 


rematch. Farrell missed the first 
game with a bad ankle. 

Syracuse: Finally, an ACC tour¬ 
ney win for the Orange (20-12, 
39 RPI). The 73-64 victory over 
Wake Forest sets up an important 
matchup for Syracuse on Wednes¬ 
day against No. 12 North Carolina 
(22-9, 6 RPI). The Orange could 
use a win over a Top 10 RPI team 
to strengthen their chance to get 
back into the NCAAs after a one- 
year absence. 

Saint Mary’s: The 20th-ranked 
Gaels (28-5, 43 RPI) might have 
been on safe ground no matter 
how BYU fared against Gonzaga 
on Tuesday night. At the very 
least, the Cougars’ loss means 
that the selection committee 
won’t have to weigh whether to 
take more than two WCC squads. 

Fading hopes 

Nebraska: The Cornhuskers 
(22-10) won eight of their last 
nine in the regular season to fin¬ 
ish fourth in the Big Ten. But the 
last impression that the Corn¬ 
huskers left on the selection com¬ 
mittee was a loss to Michigan in 
their first game of the Big Ten 
Tournament on Friday. At No. 64 
in the RPI, Nebraska’s lone win 
against Quadrant 1 teams (1-6) 
came against the Wolverines in 


January. 

Penn State: See above. It’s hard 
to tell how the weeklong layoff be¬ 
tween the conference tournament 
and Selection Sunday will impact 
Big Ten bubble teams. The Nit¬ 
tany Lions (21-13,77 RPI) are 3-8 
against Quadrant 1 teams, with 


all three victories against No. 17 
Ohio State. 

BYU: The Cougars were 2-3 
against Quadrant 1 teams coming 
into Tuesday, and they couldn’t 
build on their biggest win of 
the season after defeating Saint 
Mary’s in the WCC semis. 
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Rockets’ red glare 

Houston rolls past Oklahoma City 
to win 16 th straight» nba, Page 26 



FEELING THE HEAT 

Several coaches fighting to save their jobs 


By Paul Newberry 
Associated Press 

M ark Fox might need an improb¬ 
able run through the Southeastern 
Conference tournament to save his 
coaching job. 

He’s hardly alone on the college basketball hot 
seat. 

From Georgia’s Fox to Pittsburgh’s Kevin 


Stallings to UConn’s Kevin Ollie, numerous coaches 
went into conference tournaments knowing their 
jobs could be in jeopardy without a few more wins. 

Excluding employment decisions that might be 
affected by myriad off-the-court issues, such as Au¬ 
burn (Bruce Pearl) and Arizona (Sean Miller), here 
are some schools that might soon be looking for a new 
coach, if they haven’t already started the process; 
SEE HEAT ON PAGE 30 


head coach 


Kevin Ollie 

Eric Christian SnitK/AP 


/,J 


Inside: No. 6 Gonzaga claims sixth straight WCC championship, Page 31 


Point wins it again for Lightning in OT 

NHL, Page 25 


Redskins’ Cousins set to hit free agency 

NFL, Page 27 












